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Sugya Introduction

Concepts that will be discussed in this series of shiurim

In this series, we will be delving into the prohibitions
involved with doing business or other interactions
with a house of avodah zara, which for our purposes
usually relates to Christian churches.

As an introduction, it is important to know that the
Poskim - including the Taz, Shach and Rav Moshe
Feinstein- consistently refer to having any sort of
interaction or business with churches as “mechu’ar
hadavar”, a completely inappropriate thing for Jewish
people to be involved with. Even when such business
may be permitted according to the letter of the law,
the proper hashkafa is to stay away from anything
related to houses of avodah zara. Having any
connection to such places will not create any kovod
shomayim, and is, in fact, the opposite of increasing
kovod shomayim.

As far as the technical halachos go, we will discuss
four possible prohibitions that apply when interacting
with houses of avodah zara.

First, there is a general prohibition of entering a
church. We will discuss the scope of this prohibition
and see if it applies at all times or only when services
are being held; if it applies only to the actual building
or to the yard and parking lot as well; as well as other

pertinent topics.

Also relevant, is the prohibition of “lifnei iver”. One is
not allowed to do something that causes someone
else to transgress any prohibition. While this usually
pertains only to a fellow Jew, avodah zara is one of
the exceptions. Non-Jews are also not allowed to
worship idols, and a Jew is not allowed to do anything
that enables them to do so. We will discuss how this
pertains to a Jew who comes to own a property that
contains a church on the premises. Is he permitted to
rent the church out to non-Jews, or would this be a
transgression of lifnei iver?

Third, it is prohibited to provide any benefit to a house
of avodah zara. We will discuss if this means that it is
forbidden to buy merchandise that a church group is
selling, and thereby provide them with money from
the sale, as well as if it is forbidden to rent a property
for them that they lease out for revenue for their
activities.

Finally, it is forbidden to do any work that builds
or beautifies a church. This may include installing
decorative light fixtures, carpeting, or anything that
makes a church look nice. We will discuss the origin
of this prohibition and how and when it applies.
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QUESTIONS ON
Avodah Zara

Below are some practical scenarios that will apply to the material

What is the general approach a Jewish person should have about
doing business with houses of avodah zara?

We all know that a Jew Is one allowed to
shouldn’t enter a house of provide professional
avodah zara. But what if he is services - such as
going in for a reason unrelated legal or accounting
to religion, such as to meet services - for a
someone there? Is that also church?

prohibited?

In cases where it would be forbidden to rent to a house of avodah zara,
would it be permitted to purchase a multiunit property that has an
existing church already in it?

Join BHD and receive a 3-5 minute video post
derived from the current Yorucha topic.

JOIN “BUSINESS HALACHA DAILY” TODAY!

For answers to these questions, and for more Q&A topics like these, visit baishavaad.org/daily
To sign up to the Business Halacha Daily WhatsApp group messages @ 732.232.1412
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For the Halacha Shiur on Hilchos Avodah Zara Part |, see pages 30-31
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Based on the Gemara, the Tur writes that it is a mitzvah to maintain a
distance of four cubits from a place of Avoda Zara.
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Itis forbidden to stare at images that were created for idolatry, because of
the verse “one shall not turn towards idolatry”.
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One may not intentionally listen to music used for idolatry, or enjoy looking
at theiradornments. Unintentional listening or viewing is permitted. Shach
cites the opinion of Tosafos that images created for beauty and not for
idol-worship may be viewed.
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The Biur Halacha cites a dispute in the Rishonim whether one may view
imagery of Avoda Zara created for beauty, with most Poskim siding with
the lenient view. If one is merely glancing at it and not viewing it intently,
all agree that it would be permitted. Note however, that imagery that is
part of a place of idol-worship is forbidden altogether like the Avoda Zara
itself. [Igros Moshe YD 3:129]
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Further lyun: Rav Moshe discusses the parameters of listening to “church
music” and the deleterious effect it can have on the listener.

1 0 2"n 1M awn MNaK ey A
.DnbH N N33 0IYRN DNANY DNPI NP 1P TRnnD IR

@ BAIS HAVAAD

W HALACHA CENTER 13



i akani=")
meon oy

on (3 Lt Y (b
5o XA Y
™7 aop pon (71
Sy wa
o1 R (B
LB prws] (1

n'an Mt

b oo vz (B)
pomy b pm Y$
e o7 vwn ()
upT WE D Podp
has mmr () oo
TONSY DR PPV
0D WO 1T (7)
pwm 375> ovep W
[Bppmy o0 p7BY
Spon o7 Bn (9)
wYM 927 57 b
) b
™ Burm 1 brdpy
:oh

e
g b

mwe P mSuz
P D ppib o
1nb7> O PTBY
oI 7w (2 Phn)
MW B 7965 DSNsE
RPN
OWPD PEDENT T
3 50

— =i
oY NN

som >twwo nma [H
Yy [3 e
:("n3) M T Spnn
R wn T [
TR 0 en XY
ARDIY IR ORR” MR
XN TMRN2
o " NNDTT
Y7100 N3 »N33
»nom 19T ¥ [7
Exhiat ] aon XM
»n) HEMNE2 Y7 (D
Y1 P oM
(R [ovow BN
N2 g3 [f

[\ R
1D oWT [D ()
B P ereem
RS [P :rnma

;o ,epR mwa)
Bl ai-N n53
H(X7wI T 70D)
o vy vwma [P
DUNFN 13 nom
mem o) Eamse [
opnynn DNwRl
X3 [H "1 DX
7onw TS ora”
n3) nmes D
NX DpnYER NN
wib [P il
RN mmoaa
pnvn oIWRII
2P AR [» oven
572 [D :(@mn nMX2)
wya [§: () (23T
W MmN e
sy opwh pnye
PRY Wy T
SURITOMNOPD PR
pASX W oma
nawn [o]Re”
Y7 WRw M
PRANT Er oawm
AN W wrR
:7no%D T2VN AN
Yo TR ora” 3 [P
010T) X7 W T M3
n2onm 1Y N
on IR

xm [ (7PYaw”
2 pY 120w WwITs
AT Ao XY
yap X TR
vy owmen  mph
(") "o
v pnve R [B
ey b
TRING a4
oy oavw o oamay
:DRW ARTY DI

VTR 7 N

A TP WS PR TN usb

pphp wbp M7 b ammT AT up MmMSAn
PO JODESE DY DRI WIS DALY B I

PPOD 3 b HM p7P sE 8 5pnr; Ephad P
33 70 o3 I Bodvd p

JTERS TIIDINT W A N5 D
ono33 D) NPHT Bndh Capmp dhond MY o bib
nowmn s 6>h peEp o by oMo PpEY SNoY
AR SR ARTIR B 2ED % W07 P 13 3EvE P

B P ovpr phanp oY amms
w1 PanE o 1073 pd Povs
b PY7TIoh pbs P (3) I
RRZYTY 1030 DTBY OEd g
omh Ppbang mE qpd ammEs
oY YTMR NURT :07) ol
on s Ammoupt Ansn
DIV AT ANDI LR AT
210) £ 770 33 1) 10 U opn
o) £ panh PH MW NS T
T8 0Ems P Whp o)
70 MBI ED T LB5Y
P s 2y o b spw
o8 S oapy Yo ohp
YIS DYTIOD TS Y N
Poxunen ™ 5w Wepp 1Apd
TOM DD DK AN/ M7 o>
NV DPEOM PP H3 353 P B
PPy HADE PIDH3 DM D
<01y o103 Dow Pravy g B
by 7w 3 h H 1o Nne
ANETE WP o :ohws M wh
3pp by [M0] 30 PSHY JBEn
PPE [op0] P v HIps
S BED P 3 Y
g vpb NI NI TINS PSD
oM 3py K gom wY wNTh
P31 DYO) W73 M 3Em W)
onpps ohmd cem wmT :vpb)
b wht M whd e
op p w7 M oY B ey
JISBNG WIS MR cppw ob
nh pph Wy ph o 3pd
Y 1D 0ppd MF oM s
177 BDY T 3Py oD
wrh7 0 b wEop B v
Bpg 3 b7 B0 3EPp Hop 33
MO0 SNBMT W cwppp P
u3d B papb ph o7 jorh
PETTID PEWIR TR om0
pwBp T pwg M
STND T p 3 ) o
£D Oph s :37h3 DIEws
oEo by p o B posp
PIpm Th oY DT PEw
:opd 3 b3 oNphY ot
JERY 1O PTBY OF SN
D3 W3 PYIE TP 1Y OF
D35 0Py mb7 Py dw3E
»n v foph mbT oy
JT5s cHhp 9 I A upd
w5y () 7OV oh> vh [b
vh owrsp oony Pk hrwn

1D1D1 U224t

MRS ASWA MDD N
NP3 NowAn X NBD 30 NBXIN
USSR B b on
NB%T W O3 Amm up S av
mAT R 53 Mapm upt nnoan av
o P53 MM Pt AR%IN oY AN
27 N e papm upt Andan
[Er5] vr s Ty SN R A
DI PN Y oparS pn e
PRRa5m 0m o S i oo by
WNID O P PNTT DTN D I

o o Snpmer o Sw oppe-

PRI NPT ENTE [M] Sprm [Amwea)
TP o MBS PR PN DPTRR NN
WROWAT ORI NI NN no%D
NS AN N B 85 pn 8T
PANDEY TANEMI NI RINGDTD
WA 37 AN T O T2 D M on
NIEM TIN N P o Pwan
TMBNT NPT OIONPTD NIMT NN
NIPY NIT NIDMT DD NI NIDM NIMT
503 R NmD 5 Iwnp 85 o
NOY 501 NS awmp NPen N
NI INDTDTY NI un wnp 85 NI
N MDY PR PO T
I OND NO33T N Romen
3 3 27 TN TIND WM WA MR
N37 92 130 1N 15 MIANY 37 TN NTER 39
N3P D3O NP N3 N 30 N
P03 123 2 5233 53 a0 N R
N3 POpENIY NDME JDMIW RPN
TOp BDIM M 39 NDN D NaRpaw
NN PR mSam oa pyaw e
NPT MYT 20 opaw NN INT
PYRY 99T opaw T NDDW N
NTOM 3 NTDA 37 73 0 37 9N oA

o\

Dy DD DD I (w7 po)
pp3 vnb Bepphr de odwo
D (v o g7 ¥3) MW D3
p Ph > b7 Hp bbb
P07 % obm o3 b Spon
PEL () 72 B Hp17 1H5 nph
97 pep) BT BHes b
=P P3O (wm
»p 3Py PpIpE 7D Anete
5 b 3pYd B Y Hh
DN PP PIPE PPS B b7 EID
7 3 P v Py o
ppdD B3pwdh jpop pI0 I
o0 Inb B Bap 33 3p gfy o0
opn B ( pebw) T WD
Y30 PEOD JPV Wh

5 pi oo my s NN
P b o Ao o

Opdpbs pppEy b w3 B
op pEN PHEY ML M D WP
D 3 X Th ovs Pdpy 93
D 575 1 6 16 PrpsE o
pYD o73EM B b 37 3mps
omL Ty op B Prdpy
£ 3 ;b P d1vd g
(1) fromm mE3 'H oY d1vd N
o 5 ov hpd pbEd ;W ob
Y0 BEp B ohnp 7H ovs
o oh7 oErod b podh
B oo o 3Ed wh OB
T T3 OB DIBY WD LW
oEW TBWD DL 3 OB
WHE PR OB pIELY piEn
D PH OWmD DTV PIED
D7D OFd PEE PIEs £ T
pd £ ord o b oy B Lo
oI Y T3 OB HIBY WD
PP o phnd 576 o bk oo
05 DA D! WD P3 LY
mn B Wph D PYo W 3
O DTBY N7 PEPD H Yoo

:0) D5 I W T3

Hd7
1513 NN TS5 T PP NT AN N DT SR JT ppap W
o™ 7352 DR OF NOR TIDN AN 15D SN SN ¢ 35 srbs N
275 Nt NS TR 375 15 N AT 20 KM DN W A TN

NI N7

WYAT NNIN N WMET NRIn2 en nad 5

AMaY M5 MR T AN 15 RN 2D ATy [ e s 3N
1P YN AT T paras oS 9% e i n5 ¢) NN oa
SR 75 N A TSN e AN Db 12 orh S e on o
A 5w e NP2 TN T S NGBy D8R o Sraen
013 TN SN PN Ty 5 15 NS S my Sw andey

e
oY DTBY OE) AN PIEH IOBd PHD MPP D PPN WED Y WNRT SAIND (06 OWH T JON VHRIDY PILY
mRoww Ty IO coop b3 o) pEw phoob P X 0 popw phoaswEp 8% :hUDOD pap P oo
TLY T 3K op Db pHEd M 7Y SN :vrsc o p7wpd ovd Yrd wd © Th ovp .Emms nmmy
:0h 35 Ph ovs wh WH du Ph om Bp pb 7w on dp pH W o Laon Pr oM pTEY Do WD OB PhE
v :0bY omBd P YOO %3 PHE MM AN 0RhE OHPD PTIHD OPDE DI PTBY (7) D BNEIIE ATy 7Y NN M
omby DAY 197 PP EIPE ANINT AN T 12 1 PL0 %3 70H DY I5Pd DOIE PoEN PTBY OY3 YYD DM} YT T
:0730d Pond 9HNE 75D »on OF Pd MNpb 7> YLD ;MY PIBPH PO OMBY 16 VLD T3 PIMH Pd P YHO
fov oo T TSm oWt mv D) P amh oppd b 0b1o7 anw :paph vpd oy P or Wpn 7 mwm
Pdh w3 Ponds dp pis Pmdpp ST S NnSRY cvspy op ppd pHED bW A PLD P 0 WwE pw wb P
TR AN D) VN M OB HIBY 03 DM CobEd M Py M rEs P pdhs Ppome (8 g o) Pp7
103 PY7 oY T Mpp Yo s b b 0> mpp I m o 7Hn Prd ompT M S sny 7hn b

bolokiz)o]

oW Py
e

Sop p7p 2 8 B
D 50 T Py
7 Y7EW 09 PRY D

b QP oRp 7P
—cie

a0

TR TP TIOX A5
W|WOR MM AW 73
nEw WA pRY TPY
™ Mot
(byn)

2 AN L[Aonh)
nowwR A7va RDD
Ty AWy am mpa
XMW 0WR WD XA
nnban & :vby 2om
nmba nmm Rt
29 MWK MOx WD
ORmw MR T
o v opwmR W
W '¥7 MR oY XM
on o
» 2noT
Y 0YIw 072 W
Mmoo omw v M
DI pRAn ANURIR
Yy MK PO 0w
uom %D PN DI
Yy oy 2py v
W MK POUW T
s wy by wn
XY 2py was ohw
ny Sy oaom wn
ohwi oIRA Prratm
PURIT oI v A
WopIp WK1 PN
WwIW YRYNL M W
TIOW Dy WK
B WK1 Yy oIt
D MY YW Ypnn 177
R opwA pEnm
man
TP 0 DI PRI
™ P2 oD novD
7Y I PR DY
X1 MIAR 7 oMK O
X wna D o
WY WNI MR 2Py
WY DI MY PR
WY XM A KA N0
cwsn oy o
XU Mt
T ORI ywnw
oMIT D RET X
oW g3 pown
nphw  apy
MR oamwa momn
m wrpm myan
oW T P2 M porom
wyy MR DT
nOWD 1 2pY° DD
R L R
Wmwna WY R
X?700)  0mbp D
w0 M R e
KM YY TR
WR O"OTD U TR
T
(1) *porTn "R YIR
TR bR [pImn)
TR W oo W
LT IR RORD R0WT
oA
Pn wws Mwaw
o
"3 pn a7 MR TN
1277 Dwn [xTOR M
™ oAy nmay ona
TN oY I opeap
X1 777 nYD mwn 95
mpmaymabanag
NDHIY RNYIN oML
X701 NopURIY XER
21 8K D X2 Waw
N5 [PV 00N B
*52 Y2V X13N3 1092V
$XODX WP INT XN
mhua Yxmw wax
TR OV KPR TIOK WK
IS 12 XUPY a7
TR oY M
R TP 27 XM MOK
xR A xna 217
oW YT
xmna on
oTR DY MR Yol
xe*h oAb vhn vy

Wt
AW

oown 2
oI

QMWAR B

omNa

ke

v R

maw D

MY RPRY

wpm

mary

nY AN T R wpY WM Lws [733] 1IN MM 1P TR Q2D NV NN MM 1Y TN DI DMV M2 W TV INM X3p K27 VVUT XN IRY ~pIS mph1 mond [y o
T M¥Y NobA KD Y WK LAIOR W NINM MY 2D X0 M A YW ANYLY Y M wpY U TrD XY MIKRT XX LDNWYD MR XM T DRI PYR 1 Ann Xom () [ 5w) anbuy o

129NN ARIN NN 37Y VATIN33 DN TNY D31 TINON NI NTIAY NI - <ITN Y>> 123 Tdn

It is forbidden to enter a city that is host to Avoda Zara, and one may not
even use a road that leads exclusively to that city. Rashi explains that

this prohibition is only during the time of their local holidays when they
are wont to worship the Avoda Zara, and thus one may not enter the city
at that time to do business with them [as is mentioned previously in the
Perek]. Also, one may not use the road because it appears that he is going

to worship along with them.
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Although one is technically not allowed to enter a city that has Avoda Zara,
and certainly one would not be allowed to live or seek employment there,
the Rambam writes that this does not apply today when we have no choice
but to live and work amongst them. However, even today, one must not
enter a house of idol-worship and should not even look at it.
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According to Rashi, the prohibition of entering a city that has Avoda Zara
is because onlookers may suspect him of intending to worship. According
to this, Rashba writes that even those who live in the city may not enter
the streets that are specific to the Avoda Zara, and one certainly must not
enter the courtyard of the Avoda Zara. According to Rabbeinu Yona, the
prohibition is specifically referring to traveling to a marketplace that takes
place on the holiday of the Avoda Zara because this shows respect to the
Avoda Zara.

The Prisha explains that the prohibition of entering the premises of the
Avoda Zara is at all times and not limited to the days the idol is worshiped.
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The Shulchan Aruch rules like Rabbeinu Yona that the prohibition of
entering a place of Avoda Zara is only on their holiday and in a place meant
for gathering in honor of the Avoda Zara. Rema and Shach cite the other
Rishonim who forbid entering the specific premises of an Avoda Zara at
all times.
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The practical Halacha follows the final opinion cited by the Rema, which
means that one is forbidden from entering the premises of an Avoda Zara
at all times, unless it is typically used as a bypass to get to other places.
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Rav Moshe writes that it is forbidden for religious Jews to rent space in a 19 1270 2“n n"IK Awn mAaR
Conservative temple in order to daven there, citing among other reasons 27 m ,'1‘717511’(” 713 ONPORIIPOIRPI N2 5w 971 Nw 11oRD TIRI WR MNARD

the obligation to distance oneself from places of heresy even if it is ot  xoy7 q3r may o2 e Y X591 prnAb arm ww men mva 1wn 253 Are 209 ™
actual idolatry.

26 AVODAH ZARA - PART |



Yo avn

Nwha own Yy MR pa prada Tianwd RYY mT
X3 XOU DM ATY praba Xanmn 991 X1
IR Nwha 19730 Kol YD o3 MWX® DR AN
,5vab 1M won X% XY wTnw T v n
URIT RV PO LYYP IR T MUY R DX
2umb anm X0 P Pwda 121 1w pwba
o3 pbw o Sy 1eomd oy nm 1D MOT XN
PIMh MW QYR W X MR Pwhaw Xavmy
1P MY PIRY 00303 KRR 7Y [t by ok
b > XM wrAva ow andI wry Tan

1234567 n7o

=£

R ORI ROATW S7MT LAR JDAYE IND RInn
2umb WY R PO 1Y W0 D7D VYD 1103
J19725 XY xmbya b oy MoRY Yanon X7
2 17¥Y% Nwba oYT PD H 0 27Pa W
3191 RO D b X932 X TDWKR PwhI UK
TNV NS NPNIRI TP 13 PR M ov0 AR
I mwn 13 v oan L(7RnD RINw) [ pnmb
AP0 DY 1IN PUOR RIT DDV opna naoma
S nmw pwmb ennw 1reab axT 1Pha1e Mt )
,A5vab omah) nEIY DPPa oAty oR 17yh
NYbaw nwn pMY "L PO PRY 1A I
by v X1 MR Pwbaw xmvmn oy 97RY vh
awa nAnh 1P huab yeemb PR nYwn ov
IRY DY DANDD XA ORTY TNT 719922 T OMYN
WY TR w31 aanbt 1A yrwh R
mpnd X5 ovRw [ abvab yvomb aoww pinnb
no1 b Mows AR AdM3 poo b wew mipna
awa poon TYad PR Swynd 1% nmaxa A57an
IR NYY3 9927 59 WwXews AR xavnn M

o»n X

NI9aX

25X YND1 DITRY YA NAw 10 wYnd nyay
Sy Y ORPY UKD DAY NTMYD RIWI RT TNWONUN
12981 XY 271 ,07avna RV 19,0 Haxn 131 b
PTAVINT WINPT CIMTA LT By ovrp b
YAV D3 20130 2I00R DD MY &YY T R¥M
JOTTP nba 1MToa Awvnb ar o kb mxy
DOYPR VR oRwY awveb o mweeb pr ph
TRY 170722 X¥A1 Xy no S19xb 1 moxrw abina
N3 XYY IR DD W 70 Sy wrTp Aoy m ow
Xox noy 1 owh xeand wrin x5 vn PooRa
nbws nava mynw mn x’b1 ovep ’ba boxe
APRD J00W RWIWY YRwn MM T o by %
nyy Xy abTand a7m oMY WY avw Tebn
andy MRY I PYTan PR ond Yy aex v
x> M vreb naw orymn abTama b nxaw
9727% O} WIT RLWD YITRY W BRT 2 pnn
T anD XY ORT MW 97N .nDa M p7vh navnt

2781 7 ans &Y S hanon 19 ms prayen

RH]
DEPT RRoNmE mm BRINS EYeY semw
W ahIX2 M pinwa o paweh 3T
PRITT NIMX QW PRY AR NOR RN 2710¥T boond
DONOMM P AT YA MIdH 1 2nD 19T bus
@bb%ﬁ%??31nn1
YRYOR QPN RWIWY BB WInY gebwh mbb v
TN AR PR NTROIRD AT TIRY AR L avinm
DWpn PR WY e

When asked whether children may be allowed to play ball in a gym that is
associated with a church, Rav Moshe writes that this is certainly forbidden
and the children must be taught to avoid such areas.

It is clear that the prohibition applies even if one is only entering the
premises of a church and not the actual sanctuary.
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Halachos of Avodah Zara: Part | Shiur

MAINTAINING A DISTANCE FROM AVODAH ZARA

By Rav Yosef Kushner

A TRANSCRIPTION OF THE YORUCHA CURRICULUM WEEKLY SHIUR VIDEO

THE DEFINITION OF AVODAH ZARA:

While most people are vaguely familiar with the laws of avodah
zara, there are many common misconceptions that must be
dispelled before delving into the practical aspects of these
halachos.

The simple definition of avodah zara is that this is a term that
refers to religions or individuals who worship any entity other
than Hashem Yisborach. Some people have the misconception
that Christianity does not fall under the category of avodah
zara; however, the consensus amongst the Rishonim is that
mainstream, organized Christianity definitely is considered
avodah zara. The Rambam and other Rishonim are very clear
about this fact.

While there is a Tosafos in Sanhedrin (63) that some point to
as saying that the belief in a “shituf” (something similar to the
Christian belief in a “trinity”) is not genuine avodah zara, the
Nodah B’Yehuda strongly avers that this is a misunderstanding
of Tosafos, and this opinion is echoed by many other Achronim.

Since mainstream Christianity is avodah zara, a Christian church
would be considered to be a “house of avodah zara” in regards
to all of the halachos that we will subsequently discuss.

Islam, however, is not considered by the vast majority of
Rishonim to be actual avodah zara. While Muslims believe in
a navi sheker (false prophet), the G-d they worship is Hashem,
which means that they are not serving avodah zara. Their
religion is considered heretical, but it is not a form of avodah
zara. This will be relevant to many halachos that we will discuss.

ENTERING A PLACE OF AVODAH ZARA:

The Mishnah in Avodah Zara (11A) speaks about areas where
an avodah zara is located and says that it is forbidden to enter
a city where there is an avodah zara. Of course, in almost every
city in today’s time, there is at least one Christian church. This
leads us to ask how it is permitted to enter almost any city.

The Shach (Yoreh Deah 149) quotes the Pirush Hamishnayos
of the Rambam who says that although the halacha is in
accordance with the Mishnah that says that it is forbidden to
enter a city where an avodah zara is located, and it is certainly
forbidden to live there, it is impossible to uphold this halacha in
today’s times. We are in exile and do not have the authority or
ability to eradicate places of avodah zara as we did in the times
of the Bais Hamikdosh; therefore, we are considered “anusim”.

We are forced against our will to live in such places and, due to
no fault of our own, we are unable to keep this halacha.

The Shach concludes, however, that although the halacha
forbidding a Jew to enter a city that contains an avodah zara
cannot be applied today, it is still forbidden to enter an actual
house of avodah zara, i.e., a Christian church.

There is a disagreement amongst the Rishonim whether the
prohibition to enter a place of avodah zara applies only during
times when people are actually engaged in worship or at all
times. The Rambam rules that one may never enter such a
place at any time, and the Shach rules in accordance with this
opinion.

There is a further dispute regarding whether or not one may
enter the grounds of such a place, without entering the house
itself. This would apply to a church’s yard, garden, and the
like. The question is very relevant to people who may need
to attend a non-Jewish funeral. Are they permitted to stand
outside the church, in the yard or elsewhere on the property,
without entering the building?

The Rema (Yoreh Deah 149) cites two opinions on this matter.
The first opinion rules that if no one is worshiping avodah zara
in the yard at that time, it is permitted for a Jew to be there. He
then cites a “yesh omrim” (some say) that even entering the yard
or garden is always prohibited. There is a general rule that we
always follow the last yesh omrim in the Rema. Accordingly, one
should avoid ever entering the yard of a church.

The Tur also discusses this halacha and says that one may not
enter the courtyard of a church even for “iskei rabim”, public
benefit, or “pikuach nefesh”, to save a life. The Prisha says that
the coronation of a king is an example of iskei rabim that is
forbidden. It was common for a king's coronation to be held
outside a church, and it would be beneficial for the public if
Jewish dignitaries would attend to pay respect. The Prisha says
that even for such a purpose, and even though no worship is
taking place at that time, it is forbidden to enter the yard of a
church.

DISTANCING ONESELF FROM A HOUSE OF AVODAH
ZARA:

In addition to the prohibition of entering a house of avodah
zara, there is another prohibition of going near one.

The Gemara in Avodah Zara (17A) says that one must stay at
least 4 amos away from “a house of meenus (heresy).”
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| receive many shailos from people who are in the process of
purchasing a multiunit commercial property, with one of the
units occupied by a church. The first thing | tell them is that
they cannot enter or go within 4 amos of the church for any
reason.

In a teshuva, Rav Moshe Feinstein discusses Reform and
Conservative temples. He says that these places are not houses
of avodah zara, as the people there do not worship a foreign
deity; however, they are houses of meenus and apikorsus
because the people there do not believe in the fundamental
tenets of our religion and deny the basic foundations of Jewish
belief. Accordingly, even though the Gemara that forbids a
person from entering a city that contains an avodah zara may
not apply to such temples, the halacha prohibiting a Jew to
walk within 4 amos of such a place does apply. This means that
it is forbidden to enter or even go very close to non-Orthodox
houses of worship.

Rav Moshe discusses cases where Orthodox schools were
interested in renting space within non-Orthodox temple
compounds and concludes that this would be forbidden, based
on the above reasoning.

Interestingly enough, it would be permitted to enter a Muslim
mosque. In fact, there are a number of kivrei tzadikim in Eretz
Yisroel that are located inside mosques, and many Jewish
people go there to daven at the kevarim. This is permitted
because, as we said, Islam is not considered avodah zara.
Furthermore, although their beliefs are not in line with the
fundamentals of Judaism, this does not deem them the type
of meenus that would forbid a Jew from walking within 4 amos
of their house of worship. This is because non-Jews are not
obligated to believe in our fundamental belief system. They
only are commanded not to serve idols. The fact that they have
heretical beliefs does not make their mosque the type of place
that is forbidden to enter or go near.

A church would be classified as both a house of avodah zara,
as we explained above, and also as a house of meenus. While
non-Jews are not required to accept Jewish beliefs, they are
commanded not to worship idols. If a non-Jew does believe
in and worship idols, he is guilty of meenus, as well as avodah
zara. Accordingly, it is forbidden either to enter a church or walk
within 4 amos of it.

Many shailos are received regarding Jews who need to enter
a church for a specific function. Unfortunately, some people
need to attend 12-step addiction rehabilitation sessions, and
these sessions are often held inside church buildings. This
may be a case of pikuach nefesh. As we said, the Tur prohibits
entering a church even for pikuach nefesh, but other Poskim
disagree and rule that if it is clear to all that the person is only
going into the church for this reason, then it is permitted. In any
event, in cases where no life is at stake, it would be forbidden
to enter a church. Sometimes during election season, voting is
held inside a church building. It would be very problematic to
enter the church for this reason and one should certainly not be
lenient in this area before speaking with a Rov.

SENDING IN A NON-JEWISH EMPLOYEE:

While a Jew who purchases a commercial property that
contains a church is not permitted to enter the premises, he
is allowed to send his non-Jewish manager to inspect it. The
halacha that forbids merely entering a church applies only to
a Jew and not to a non-Jew; therefore, there is no problem
in having one’s non-Jewish employee enter the church on his
behalf to do a job.

NON-PERMANENT WORSHIP:

It is only forbidden to enter a house of avodah zara when this
house is regularly used for this reason. If a housing complex has
a clubhouse that is used for Christian prayer gatherings on rare
occasions, it does not become labeled as a house of avodah zara
and there is no prohibition to enter.

To watch the video or listen to the shiur given by the Dayan, visit:
www.baishavaad.org/yorucha-topics
Or signup to receive them via whatsapp: {9 732.232.1412
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