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In this series, we will be delving into the prohibitions 
involved with doing business or other interactions 
with a house of avodah zara, which for our purposes 
usually relates to Christian churches. 
As an introduction, it is important to know that the 
Poskim - including the Taz, Shach and Rav Moshe 
Feinstein- consistently refer to having any sort of 
interaction or business with churches as “mechu’ar 
hadavar”, a completely inappropriate thing for Jewish 
people to be involved with. Even when such business 
may be permitted according to the letter of the law, 
the proper hashkafa is to stay away from anything 
related to houses of avodah zara. Having any 
connection to such places will not create any kovod 
shomayim, and is, in fact, the opposite of increasing 
kovod shomayim.   
As far as the technical halachos go, we will discuss 
four possible prohibitions that apply when interacting 
with houses of avodah zara. 
First, there is a general prohibition of entering a 
church. We will discuss the scope of this prohibition 
and see if it applies at all times or only when services 
are being held; if it applies only to the actual building 
or to the yard and parking lot as well; as well as other 

pertinent topics. 
Also relevant, is the prohibition of “lifnei iver”. One is 
not allowed to do something that causes someone 
else to transgress any prohibition. While this usually 
pertains only to a fellow Jew, avodah zara is one of 
the exceptions. Non-Jews are also not allowed to 
worship idols, and a Jew is not allowed to do anything 
that enables them to do so. We will discuss how this 
pertains to a Jew who comes to own a property that 
contains a church on the premises. Is he permitted to 
rent the church out to non-Jews, or would this be a 
transgression of lifnei iver? 
Third, it is prohibited to provide any benefit to a house 
of avodah zara. We will discuss if this means that it is 
forbidden to buy merchandise that a church group is 
selling, and thereby provide them with money from 
the sale, as well as if it is forbidden to rent a property 
for them that they lease out for revenue for their 
activities.  
Finally, it is forbidden to do any work that builds 
or beautifies a church. This may include installing 
decorative light fixtures, carpeting, or anything that 
makes a church look nice. We will discuss the origin 
of this prohibition and how and when it applies. 

Sugya Introduction
Concepts that will be discussed in this series of shiurim

HILCHOS AVODAH ZARA

S T E I N M E T Z   L L C   
AT TO R N E Y S  AT  L AW
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3 In cases where it would be forbidden to rent to a house of avodah zara, 
would it be permitted to purchase a multiunit property that has an 
existing church already in it?  

We all know that a Jew 
shouldn’t enter a house of 
avodah zara. But what if he is 
going in for a reason unrelated 
to religion, such as to meet 
someone there? Is that also 
prohibited? 

Is one allowed to 
provide professional 
services – such as 
legal or accounting 
services – for a 
church?  

What is the general approach a Jewish person should have about 
doing business with houses of avodah zara? 
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8 A V O D A H  Z A R A  -  P A R T  I

The Gemara derives that one must distance himself four cubits from 
places of heresy, idolatry, or immorality.

החיוב להתרחק מעבודה זרה ומינות
גמרא עבודה זרה דף יז

הגמרא לומדת מקרא בספר משלי שיש חיוב להרחיק ד' אמות ממקום מינות ועבודה זרה, וכן 
ממקום זנות.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    44תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כח עבודה זרה תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    341טור <מכון שירת דבורה> - ח (יו"ד קיב - קפב) יעקב בן אשר (בעל הטורים) עמוד מס  
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Based on the Gemara, the Tur writes that it is a mitzvah to maintain a 
distance of four cubits from a place of Avoda Zara.

טור יורה דעה סימן קנ, ב"ח שם
מצוה להתרחק ד' אמות מדרך עבודה זרה. וע' ב"ח שמקורו מהגמרא הנ"ל שיש מצוה להתרחק 

מפתח בית מינות וזנות ד' אמות. וכן נפסק לדינא בשו”ע יו"ד סימן ק”נ סעי' א'.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    341טור <מכון שירת דבורה> - ח (יו"ד קיב - קפב) יעקב בן אשר (בעל הטורים) עמוד מס  



10 A V O D A H  Z A R A  -  P A R T  I

It is forbidden to stare at images that were created for idolatry, because of 
the verse “one shall not turn towards idolatry”.

הנאה מעבודה זרה
גמרא שבת דף קמט., תד"ה ודיוקני

אסור להסתכל בצורות העשויות לשם עבודה זרה משום איסור "אל תפנו אל האלילים". 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    309תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - ג שבת תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  
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One may not intentionally listen to music used for idolatry, or enjoy looking 
at their adornments. Unintentional listening or viewing is permitted. Shach 
cites the opinion of Tosafos that images created for beauty and not for 
idol-worship may be viewed.

שו"ע יורה דעה סימן קמב סעיף טו, ש"ך סקל"ג
אסור לכוון לשמוע שירי עבודה זרה או להסתכל בנוייהם, אבל אם אינו מתכוון ליהנות מותר. וע' 

בש"ך שלדעת תוספות מותר להסתכל בצורות העשויות לנוי בעלמא ולא לעבוד.

 



12 A V O D A H  Z A R A  -  P A R T  I

The Biur Halacha cites a dispute in the Rishonim whether one may view 
imagery of Avoda Zara created for beauty, with most Poskim siding with 
the lenient view. If one is merely glancing at it and not viewing it intently, 
all agree that it would be permitted. Note however, that imagery that is 
part of a place of idol-worship is forbidden altogether like the Avoda Zara 
itself. [Igros Moshe YD 3:129]

ביאור הלכה סימן שז ד"ה עובר
בביאור הלכה הביא מחלוקת ראשונים אם מותר להסתכל בצורות עכו"ם העשויות לנוי, וכתב 
עוד כתב שדוקא הסתכלות אסורה, אבל ראיה בעלמא  פוסקים מקילים כדעת הש"ך.  שרוב 
מותר לכולי עלמא. אמנם ע' באגרות משה יו"ד ח"ג סימן קכט שאם נעשה לנוי בבית העבודה 

זרה אסור בהנאה כמו הע"ז עצמה.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    236משנה ברורה עם פסקי חזון איש - ג כהן, ישראל מאיר בן אריה זאב עמוד מס  
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Further Iyun: Rav Moshe discusses the parameters of listening to “church 
music” and the deleterious effect it can have on the listener.

יתר עיון: אגרות משה יו"ד ח"ב סימן נו
האריך להחמיר בענין שמיעת ניגונים שמנגנים הנוצרים בבית תיפלתם.

 

ליתר עיון



14 A V O D A H  Z A R A  -  P A R T  I

It is forbidden to enter a city that is host to Avoda Zara, and one may not 
even use a road that leads exclusively to that city. Rashi explains that 
this prohibition is only during the time of their local holidays when they 
are wont to worship the Avoda Zara, and thus one may not enter the city 
at that time to do business with them [as is mentioned previously in the 
Perek]. Also, one may not use the road because it appears that he is going 
to worship along with them.

בענין כניסה לבית תיפלה
עבודה זרה דף יא: - יב.

אסור ליכנס לעיר שיש בה עבודה זרה, ואפילו לילך באותה הדרך אסור אא"כ יכול להלך בה 
גם למקום אחר. ודעת רש”י שמיירי רק ביום איד שלהם והישראל רוצה ליכנס לשם כדי לעשות 
משא ומתן עמהם ]וזה אסור כמבואר בריש הפרק[, או אפילו אם הולך לשם לטעם אחר אבל 

יחשדוהו שנראה כמהלך לעובדה.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    33תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כח עבודה זרה תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    34תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כח עבודה זרה תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  



16 A V O D A H  Z A R A  -  P A R T  I

רמב”ם ע”ז פ”ט הלכה ט – י 
דעת הרמב"ם שאסור בכל זמן ליכנס לעיר אפילו שלא ביום אידם, ואפילו שלא לעשות עסק 

עמהם.

The Rambam’s opinion is that one may not enter a city that has Avoda Zara 
at any time, even when it is not the time of their holidays.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    107משנה תורה <מהדורה חדשה> - א (מדע) משה בן מימון (רמב"ם) עמוד מס  
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    108משנה תורה <מהדורה חדשה> - א (מדע) משה בן מימון (רמב"ם) עמוד מס  

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    107משנה תורה <מהדורה חדשה> - א (מדע) משה בן מימון (רמב"ם) עמוד מס  

<<



18 A V O D A H  Z A R A  -  P A R T  I

Although one is technically not allowed to enter a city that has Avoda Zara, 
and certainly one would not be allowed to live or seek employment there, 
the Rambam writes that this does not apply today when we have no choice 
but to live and work amongst them. However, even today, one must not 
enter a house of idol-worship and should not even look at it.

פירוש המשניות להרמב"ם ע"ז פרק א' משנה ד' 
הגם שיש איסור ליכנס לעיר שיש בה עבודה זרה ]וכשיטתו שאסור אף שלא בזמן אידם[, וכ"ש 
שאסור לדור או לסחור שם, מ"מ כתב שעכשיו אנו אנוסים ומוכרחים ליכנס לעיירות כאלו. 

אמנם אף בזמננו עכ"פ יש איסור ליכנס לבית ע”ז, ע”ש.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    335טור <מכון שירת דבורה> - ח (יו"ד קיב - קפב) יעקב בן אשר (בעל הטורים) עמוד מס  

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    312תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כח עבודה זרה תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  
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According to Rashi, the prohibition of entering a city that has Avoda Zara 
is because onlookers may suspect him of intending to worship. According 
to this, Rashba writes that even those who live in the city may not enter 
the streets that are specific to the Avoda Zara, and one certainly must not 
enter the courtyard of the Avoda Zara. According to Rabbeinu Yona, the 
prohibition is specifically referring to traveling to a marketplace that takes 
place on the holiday of the Avoda Zara because this shows respect to the 
Avoda Zara.
The Prisha explains that the prohibition of entering the premises of the 
Avoda Zara is at all times and not limited to the days the idol is worshiped. 

טור יורה דעה סימן קמט א-ב, פרישה סק"ו – ז
רש"י ועוד ראשונים הבינו שטעם איסור ההליכה לעיר שיש בה ע"ז הוא משום חשד. ולדבריהם 
ליכנס  אסור  שלעולם  וכ"ש  ע"ז,  למקום  רק  ההולך  לרחוב  לילך  אסור  שודאי  הרשב"א  כתב 
לחצר של עבודה זרה. אמנם רבינו יונה והרא"ש ס"ל שלא מצינו איסור ליכנס לעיר שיש בה 
ע"ז משום חשד, והגמרא מיירי במקום מיוחד שעושים ביום אידם לעשות שם יריד, אז ההולך 

נראה כאחד מהם.
וע' בפרישה דמש"כ הרשב”א דכ”ש שאסור ליכנס לחצר של עבודה זרה אפילו לדבר עם אחד 
מהם או על עסקי רבית, מיירי אפילו שלא ביום אידם. ואפילו ביום שמעמידים בו מלך, שניכר 

לכל שהטעם שרוצה ליכנס לשם אינו מחמת עבודה זרה, מ”מ אסור.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    335טור <מכון שירת דבורה> - ח (יו"ד קיב - קפב) יעקב בן אשר (בעל הטורים) עמוד מס  

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    312תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כח עבודה זרה תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    336טור <מכון שירת דבורה> - ח (יו"ד קיב - קפב) יעקב בן אשר (בעל הטורים) עמוד מס  
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    337טור <מכון שירת דבורה> - ח (יו"ד קיב - קפב) יעקב בן אשר (בעל הטורים) עמוד מס  
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The Shulchan Aruch rules like Rabbeinu Yona that the prohibition of 
entering a place of Avoda Zara is only on their holiday and in a place meant 
for gathering in honor of the Avoda Zara. Rema and Shach cite the other 
Rishonim who forbid entering the specific premises of an Avoda Zara at 
all times.

שו”ע יורה דעה סימן קמט סעי' א' וב', ש”ך סק"א, גר"א סק"ז
המחבר פסק כדעת רבינו יונה דדוקא ביום אידם יש איסור ליכנס לעיר שהגוים מתקבצים שם 
לכבדה. והרמ"א הביא את דעת שאר הראשונים שבכל ענין אסור ליכנס לחצר של עבודה זרה 
אם אין הולכים משם למקום אחר. וכ"כ בש"ך בשם הרמב"ם שיש איסור לכנס לבית ע”ז ואפילו 

שלא ביום אידם.
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The practical Halacha follows the final opinion cited by the Rema, which 
means that one is forbidden from entering the premises of an Avoda Zara 
at all times, unless it is typically used as a bypass to get to other places.

ציץ אליעזר חלק יד סימן צא
כתב לבאר שהלכה בכל מקום כיש אומרים בתרא ברמ”א, וא”כ בינדון דידן אסור ליכנס לחצר 

בכל אופן אם אין דרך לעבור בו למקום אחר.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    175){} עמוד מס 1ציץ אליעזר - יד: ולדנברג, אליעזר יהודה בן יעקב גדליהו ( 

<<
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Rav Moshe writes that it is forbidden for religious Jews to rent space in a 
Conservative temple in order to daven there, citing among other reasons 
the obligation to distance oneself from places of heresy even if it is not 
actual idolatry.

אגרות משה או"ח ח”ג סימן כה 
־האגרות משה מאריך לאסור שכירות חדר של בית הקאנסערוואטיווים כדי שיתפללו, ותוך דב

ריו כתב שזה ג”כ חשוב בית מינות שיש חיוב להתרחק ולא צריך שיהיה בית עבודה זרה דוקא. 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    72} עמוד מס 0){5אגרות משה - ו (או"ח ד, יו"ד ג): פיינשטיין, משה בן דוד<<שאלות ותשובות;>> ( 

 



27

When asked whether children may be allowed to play ball in a gym that is 
associated with a church, Rav Moshe writes that this is certainly forbidden 
and the children must be taught to avoid such areas.
It is clear that the prohibition applies even if one is only entering the 
premises of a church and not the actual sanctuary.

אגרות משה או”ח ח”ד סימן מ' 
פסק לאסור לשחוק באולם ספורט השייך לבית עבודה זרה ע”פ הדין הנ"ל שיש חיוב להתרחק 

מעבודת אלילים.
ומבואר מכל הנ"ל, שאין להקל ליכנס לבית ע”ז אפילו שלא בחדר של הע”ז ממש, או משום 
הדין בחצר בסי' קמ”ט, או מדין התרחקות מע"ז וכמש"כ האגרות משה ע"פ השו”ע בסי ק”נ. 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    72} עמוד מס 0){5אגרות משה - ו (או"ח ד, יו"ד ג): פיינשטיין, משה בן דוד<<שאלות ותשובות;>> ( 
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In a case of necessity Rav Shternbuch permits entering the premises of 
a church in order to vote in a public election, provided there is a separate 
main entrance that leads to the sanctuary. It isn’t clear why this would be 
permitted, being that one is required to maintain a distance of four cubits 
from a church, certainly one should not be allowed to enter the actual 
building?

תשובות והנהגות ח”ב סימן תי
בו  שנכנסים  אחר  פתח  יש  אם  להצביע  אלילים  בבית  ליכנס  להקל  שיש  כתב  הדחק  בשעת 

למקום התורפה, ע”ש. 
הגם שכתב להקל רק בשעת הדחק, מ”מ צ”ע דלכאורה לא גרע מחצר שמשמע בס' קמ”ט 
דאסור, וגם לכאורה ליכנס להבית עבודה זרה גרע מד' אמות סמוך לפתח דג”כ אסור, וכמו שכ' 

האגרות משה להחמיר.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    343תשובות והנהגות - ב שטרנבוך, משה בן אשר עמוד מס  
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A  T R A N S C R I P T I O N  O F  T H E  Y O R U C H A  C U R R I C U L U M  W E E K L Y  S H I U R  V I D E O

Halachos of Avodah Zara: Part I Shiur
M A I N T A I N I N G  A  D I S T A N C E  F R O M  A V O D A H  Z A R A

By Rav Yosef Kushner

THE DEFINITION OF AVODAH ZARA:

While most people are vaguely familiar with the laws of avodah 
zara, there are many common misconceptions that must be 
dispelled before delving into the practical aspects of these 
halachos. 

The simple definition of avodah zara is that this is a term that 
refers to religions or individuals who worship any entity other 
than Hashem Yisborach. Some people have the misconception 
that Christianity does not fall under the category of avodah 
zara; however, the consensus amongst the Rishonim is that 
mainstream, organized Christianity definitely is considered 
avodah zara. The Rambam and other Rishonim are very clear 
about this fact. 

While there is a Tosafos in Sanhedrin (63) that some point to 
as saying that the belief in a “shituf” (something similar to the 
Christian belief in a “trinity”) is not genuine avodah zara, the 
Nodah B’Yehuda strongly avers that this is a misunderstanding 
of Tosafos, and this opinion is echoed by many other Achronim. 

Since mainstream Christianity is avodah zara, a Christian church 
would be considered to be a “house of avodah zara” in regards 
to all of the halachos that we will subsequently discuss.  

Islam, however, is not considered by the vast majority of 
Rishonim to be actual avodah zara. While Muslims believe in 
a navi sheker (false prophet), the G-d they worship is Hashem, 
which means that they are not serving avodah zara. Their 
religion is considered heretical, but it is not a form of avodah 
zara. This will be relevant to many halachos that we will discuss. 

ENTERING A PLACE OF AVODAH ZARA: 

The Mishnah in Avodah Zara (11A) speaks about areas where 
an avodah zara is located and says that it is forbidden to enter 
a city where there is an avodah zara. Of course, in almost every 
city in today’s time, there is at least one Christian church. This 
leads us to ask how it is permitted to enter almost any city. 

The Shach (Yoreh Deah 149) quotes the Pirush Hamishnayos 
of the Rambam who says that although the halacha is in 
accordance with the Mishnah that says that it is forbidden to 
enter a city where an avodah zara is located, and it is certainly 
forbidden to live there, it is impossible to uphold this halacha in 
today’s times. We are in exile and do not have the authority or 
ability to eradicate places of avodah zara as we did in the times 
of the Bais Hamikdosh; therefore, we are considered “anusim”. 

We are forced against our will to live in such places and, due to 
no fault of our own, we are unable to keep this halacha. 

The Shach concludes, however, that although the halacha 
forbidding a Jew to enter a city that contains an avodah zara 
cannot be applied today, it is still forbidden to enter an actual 
house of avodah zara, i.e., a Christian church. 

There is a disagreement amongst the Rishonim whether the 
prohibition to enter a place of avodah zara applies only during 
times when people are actually engaged in worship or at all 
times. The Rambam rules that one may never enter such a 
place at any time, and the Shach rules in accordance with this 
opinion.   

There is a further dispute regarding whether or not one may 
enter the grounds of such a place, without entering the house 
itself. This would apply to a church’s yard, garden, and the 
like. The question is very relevant to people who may need 
to attend a non-Jewish funeral. Are they permitted to stand 
outside the church, in the yard or elsewhere on the property, 
without entering the building?

The Rema (Yoreh Deah 149) cites two opinions on this matter. 
The first opinion rules that if no one is worshiping avodah zara 
in the yard at that time, it is permitted for a Jew to be there. He 
then cites a “yesh omrim” (some say) that even entering the yard 
or garden is always prohibited. There is a general rule that we 
always follow the last yesh omrim in the Rema. Accordingly, one 
should avoid ever entering the yard of a church. 

The Tur also discusses this halacha and says that one may not 
enter the courtyard of a church even for “iskei rabim”, public 
benefit, or “pikuach nefesh”, to save a life. The Prisha says that 
the coronation of a king is an example of iskei rabim that is 
forbidden. It was common for a king’s coronation to be held 
outside a church, and it would be beneficial for the public if 
Jewish dignitaries would attend to pay respect. The Prisha says 
that even for such a purpose, and even though no worship is 
taking place at that time, it is forbidden to enter the yard of a 
church. 

DISTANCING ONESELF FROM A HOUSE OF AVODAH 
ZARA: 

In addition to the prohibition of entering a house of avodah 
zara, there is another prohibition of going near one. 

The Gemara in Avodah Zara (17A) says that one must stay at 
least 4 amos away from “a house of meenus (heresy).”
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I receive many shailos from people who are in the process of 
purchasing a multiunit commercial property, with one of the 
units occupied by a church. The first thing I tell them is that 
they cannot enter or go within 4 amos of the church for any 
reason.  

In a teshuva, Rav Moshe Feinstein discusses Reform and 
Conservative temples. He says that these places are not houses 
of avodah zara, as the people there do not worship a foreign 
deity; however, they are houses of meenus and apikorsus 
because the people there do not believe in the fundamental 
tenets of our religion and deny the basic foundations of Jewish 
belief. Accordingly, even though the Gemara that forbids a 
person from entering a city that contains an avodah zara may 
not apply to such temples, the halacha prohibiting a Jew to 
walk within 4 amos of such a place does apply. This means that 
it is forbidden to enter or even go very close to non-Orthodox 
houses of worship. 

Rav Moshe discusses cases where Orthodox schools were 
interested in renting space within non-Orthodox temple 
compounds and concludes that this would be forbidden, based 
on the above reasoning.   

Interestingly enough, it would be permitted to enter a Muslim 
mosque. In fact, there are a number of kivrei tzadikim in Eretz 
Yisroel that are located inside mosques, and many Jewish 
people go there to daven at the kevarim. This is permitted 
because, as we said, Islam is not considered avodah zara. 
Furthermore, although their beliefs are not in line with the 
fundamentals of Judaism, this does not deem them the type 
of meenus that would forbid a Jew from walking within 4 amos 
of their house of worship. This is because non-Jews are not 
obligated to believe in our fundamental belief system. They 
only are commanded not to serve idols. The fact that they have 
heretical beliefs does not make their mosque the type of place 
that is forbidden to enter or go near.

A church would be classified as both a house of avodah zara, 
as we explained above, and also as a house of meenus. While 
non-Jews are not required to accept Jewish beliefs, they are 
commanded not to worship idols. If a non-Jew does believe 
in and worship idols, he is guilty of meenus, as well as avodah 
zara. Accordingly, it is forbidden either to enter a church or walk 
within 4 amos of it.  

Many shailos are received regarding Jews who need to enter 
a church for a specific function. Unfortunately, some people 
need to attend 12-step addiction rehabilitation sessions, and 
these sessions are often held inside church buildings. This 
may be a case of pikuach nefesh. As we said, the Tur prohibits 
entering a church even for pikuach nefesh, but other Poskim 
disagree and rule that if it is clear to all that the person is only 
going into the church for this reason, then it is permitted. In any 
event, in cases where no life is at stake, it would be forbidden 
to enter a church. Sometimes during election season, voting is 
held inside a church building. It would be very problematic to 
enter the church for this reason and one should certainly not be 
lenient in this area before speaking with a Rov. 

SENDING IN A NON-JEWISH EMPLOYEE:

While a Jew who purchases a commercial property that 
contains a church is not permitted to enter the premises, he 
is allowed to send his non-Jewish manager to inspect it. The 
halacha that forbids merely entering a church applies only to 
a Jew and not to a non-Jew; therefore, there is no problem 
in having one’s non-Jewish employee enter the church on his 
behalf to do a job. 

NON-PERMANENT WORSHIP:

It is only forbidden to enter a house of avodah zara when this 
house is regularly used for this reason. If a housing complex has 
a clubhouse that is used for Christian prayer gatherings on rare 
occasions, it does not become labeled as a house of avodah zara 
and there is no prohibition to enter.  

To watch the video or listen to the shiur given by the Dayan, visit: 
www.baishavaad.org/yorucha-topics  
Or signup to receive them via whatsapp:   732.232.1412
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R' Moshe Netzer 

Kehilas Heartstone 
Rabbi Zecharia Wiesenfeld 
Rabbi Avrohom Ellman 

Madison Executive Offices 
Rabbi Doniel Dombroff

Minyan Avreichim Sefaradi 
Rav Ariel Ovadia

LAWRENCE
Greater Five Towns  
Chaburah 
(In Formation) 

Yeshiva Gedolah Ateres Yaakov 
Rabbi Yisroel Gold

LOS ANGELES 
Bait Aaron Torah  
Outreach Center 
Rabbi Moshe Nourollah 
R' Avraham Hirshberg 

Kollel of LA 
Rabbi Zalmen Frager

LIDO BEACH 
Lido Beach Synagogue 
Reb Yakov Lowinger

MARGATE 
Young Isreal of Margate NJ
Rabbi Yankey Orimland

MINNEAPOLIS
Minneapolis Kollel
Rabbi Maeier Kutoff 
Rabbi Binyomin Stoll 

Yeshiva of Minneapolis 
Rabbi Binyomin Stoll 

MONSEY
Brisker Kollel 
Rabbi Michoel Illes 

Congregation Torah Utfila
Rabbi Moshe Langer

Haverstraw Community 
Chabura 
Rabbi Tzvi Rubin

Khal Chaye Avraham 
Rav Yecheskel Spitzer 
Rabbi Eli Moskovitz

Monsey Night Kollel 
Rabbi Yisroel Sapirstein 
Reb Shimon Marlin

Zichron Yakov 
Rabbi Yehuda Russack 
R' Simcha Levi

NEW HAVEN  
Kollel of New Haven 
Rabbi Menachem Prescott 

PASSAIC 
Rabbi Yaakov Pascal

PHILADELPHIA 
Philadelphia Community Kollel 
Rabbi Yosef Prupas 
Rabbi Yaakov Baum

QUEENS
Congregation Ohr  
Bechor Halevi 
Rabbi Chaim Schwartz

RIVERDALE 
Riverdale Kollel 
Rabbi Michoel Ghermezian

ST. LOUIS 
St. Louis Chabura 
Rabbi Eliyahu Chaim Goldstone  
Reb Yaakov Klein

STATEN ISLAND 
Kehilas Niles 
Rabbi Dovid Waldman

TORONTO 
Kollel Ohel Yom Tov  
Rabbi Chesky Weiss

THORNHILL
Ateres Mordechai 
Thornhill Kollel 
Rabbi Yosef Rothbart

Kollel Ohr Yosef  
Rabbi Eli Kohananoo

WATERBURY 
Yeshiva Ateres Shmuel 
Rabbi Bernstein

WEST HEMPSTEAD 
Beis Medrash of  
West Hempstead 
Rabbi Dov Greer 

Young Israel of W. Hempstead 
Reb David Felt 
Reb Aaron Gershonowitz

WOODMERE 
Aish Kodesh 
Rabbi Yoni Levin 

Kehillas Bnai Hayeshivos 
Rabbi Shmuel Witkin



W E E K L Y  D E D I C A T I O N S  &  S A R E I  E L E F

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Abramson - Los Angeles, CA

R’ & Mrs. Chaim Gross - Lakewood, NJ

R’ & Mrs. Saadia Zakarin – Monsey, NY

R’ & Mrs. Yudi Hertzberg - Monsey, NY

Mr. & Mrs. David Yitzchaki – W. Hempstead, NY

R’ & Mrs. Ephraim Ostreicher - Far Rockaway, NY

R’ & Mrs. Yaakov Klein – St. Louis, MO

R’ & Mrs. Ari Schwartz - Monsey, NY

R’ & Mrs. Shimshon Bienstock - Los Angeles, CA

R’ & Mrs. Tzvi Rieder - Monsey, NY

R’ & Mrs. Dovid Bloom - Far Rockaway, NY 

לזכות זיווג הגון בקרוב
אסתר שיינדל בת שולמית  |  ברכה אסתר בת דינה 

R’ & Mrs. Avrohom Kohn - Jackson, NJ

Rav & Mrs. Yechiel Becher - Monsey, NY

R’ & Mrs. Yossi Wexler - Lido Beach, NY

Mr. & Mrs. Tzvi Meltzer - Kew Gardens, NY

R’ & Mrs. Refoel Rockowsky - Monsey, NY

R’ & Mrs. Yossi Bauman - Lido Beach, NY

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Milstein - Lido Beach, NY

R’ & Mrs. Ahron Wolfson - Monsey, NY

R’ & Mrs. Shumy Reichman, Brooklyn, NY 

R’ & Mrs. Avi Steinberg - Lido Beach, NY

SPONSOR SPONSOR 
YORUCHA YORUCHA 

& help disseminate this relevant  
and engaging platfom for free

TO THOUSANDS WORLDWIDE!

  Become a Yorucha Founder  ............................................................ $25,000

  Dedicate a Month of Yorucha  ......................................................... $18,000

  Dedicate a Ma’areh Mekomos Booklet  ....................................... $12,000

  Yorucha Corporate Sponsorship  .................................................... $10,000

  Ma’areh Mekomos Booklet Distribution  ......................................  $5,000

  Single Topic Corporate Sponsorship  ................................................ $2,500 

  Sponsor a Week of Yorucha  ...........................................................… $1,800

  Sarei Elef  ...................................................................................................  $1,000

To become a Yorucha Sponsor or for other donation opportunities please contact 
Rabbi Chaim Belsky 732.276.1344 ext. #302   |   yorucha@baishavaad.org   |   www.baishavaad.org/donations/support-yorucha/

R’ & Mrs. Michael Reiser - Brooklyn, NY Mr. & Mrs. Alex Berkovitch - Lido Beach, NY



As participants amass a broad and deep knowledge on an academic level directly from the source — coupled with real life 
scenarios presented by experienced Dayanim — they will acquire the clarity to determine not only what is a שאלה, but, more 
important - why. 

Only through עמלות בתורה — understanding the fundamentals of the subject — can one truly appreciate and internalize what 
defines right and wrong.

Similar to a sofer who, with his intensive knowledge of  hilchos safrus, is confident and secure in the propriety of his profession; 
so, too, businessmen will gain the peace of mind knowing with conviction that they ply their trade be’emunah uveyosher. 

This ambitious project will harness the 
collective expertise of a team comprised 
of advanced talmidei chachamim, 
experienced, seasoned Dayanim, 
that are well versed in corporate 
practice and common business norms. 
Collaborating with a talented group of 
editors and writers, they have created 
a syllabus and curriculum of study, with 
accompanying shiurim and personal 
guidance.

What How

Why

The core curriculum is segmented in modules, and can be 
learned as an individual self paced; or, participants can join 
chaburos coordinated by the Bais HaVaad for those that 
desire group study. Page by page, step by step, the learning 
will be facilitated with a daily audio “Blatt shiur” guiding the 
participant through the sources as well as a weekly video 
shiur presented on each topic by Dayanim that will share 
fundamental and practical applications of the sugya covered.

Daily practical Q&A applications of the subject matter will be 
offered alongside through the Business Halacha Daily series.

I N - D E P T H  B U S I N E S S  H A L A C H A  C U R R I C U L U M

M I S S I N  To facilitate and provide a framework for the frum businessman to gain the 
in-depth halachic knowledge he needs for contemporary business dealings. 

V I S I O N  Through increased knowledge and guidance,  Yorucha will elevate the frum 
public’s adherence to halacha as it pertains to choshen mishpat and standard business practices.

  888.485.VAAD(8223) #303

  yorucha@baishavaad.org
  baishavaad.org/yorucha 

JOIN THE  
YORUCHA INITIATIVE!

3 WAYS TO JOIN:
AS AN INDIVIDUAL

AS A COMMUNITY

AS A BUSINESS

Join the national Yorucha chabura together!

Tap into the physical or digital resources via 
hard copies, web, email and/or whatsapp.

Connect with Bais HaVaad Dayanim and 
Poskim for any questions you may have, as 
well as arranging study sessions with a Dayan, 
setting up a chavrusa, and more.

Reach out to organize a choshen mishpat 
chabura in your own shul.

Set up or join a community or shul chabura

Set up a Board Room Bais Medrash in your business

Mincha Learning In just 5 minutes a day, 
before or after Mincha, you can learn short, 
practical and insightful Business Halachos.

Weekly Lunch & Learn Join a deeper dive 
into the background of the halachos by 
understanding the sugya behind the halachos 
as well.

C U R R E N T 
C H A B U R O S

Baltimore  •  Belle Harbor  •  Boston   •  Brooklyn  •  Catskills  •  Chicago  •  Cincinnati  •  Cleveland  •  Dallas  •  Detroit  •  Fairlawn  •  Far Rockaway  
Gateshead, UK  •  Gibraltar • Houston •  Jackson  •  Lakewood  •  Lawrence  •  Los Angeles   •  Lido Beach  •  Margate  •  Minneapolis  •  Monsey   
Passaic  •  Philadelphia  •  Queens  •  Riverdale   •  St. Louis  •  Staten Island  •  Toronto  •  Waterbury  •  W. Hempstead   •  Woodmere




