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The Mishnah and Gemara at the end of Kiddushin 
discuss the prohibition of yichud, which forbids a 
man to be secluded with unrelated women so as to 
avoid behavior that could lead to sin.   
The Gemara speaks about numerous cases that may 
be exceptions to the general rule that a man and 
woman cannot be alone together. For example, the 
Gemara discusses possible leniencies when the door 
of the room is open or when the woman’s husband 
is in town and might stop by at any time. It also 
mentions cases where yichud would not apply when 
certain safeguards exist, for example, the Gemara 
speaks about possible leniencies when the man’s 
wife or a different relative is present or a child who 
is old enough to understand what is happening is 
present.
It’s important to note that some instances of yichud 
are forbidden m’dohraysa, while others are forbidden 
m’derabanan. It is forbidden m’dohraysa for one man to 
be secluded with one woman. One man being alone 
with two women is usually forbidden m’derabanan. 

Also, the dohraysa rules of yichud apply to a Jewish 
man being secluded with a Jewish woman. A Jewish 
man being alone with a non-Jewish woman is typically 
forbidden m’derabanan, even if it involves one man 
who is alone with one woman.  As we will discuss in 
this series, there are practical differences in Halacha 
between a Yichud which is forbidden d’ohraysa, and 
those which are forbidden d’rabanan. 
There are also several other decrees that Chazal 
instituted to avoid mingling of the genders, which 
we shall discuss. For example, the Rambam is of 
the opinion that physical contact in a personal way 
between a man and woman is forbidden m’dohraysa. 
Based on this, the Poskim discuss whether shaking 
hands is permitted or not. 
Similarly, there is a prohibition to have a woman 
serve a man who is not her husband. Also one may 
not send personal regards to a woman, even through 
her husband. We will discuss the guidelines of these 
prohibitions as well. 

Sugya Introduction
Concepts that will be discussed in this series of shiurim

HALACHOS OF YICHUD
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3 Can coworkers of opposite genders meet privately behind closed 
doors if the door is left unlocked?

There is a leniency in hilchos 
yichud known as “Ba’alah 
b’ihr,” which means that if 
the woman’s husband is in 
town there is no concern of 
yichud. Does this apply when 
an employee is alone with an 
employer?

Are male and female 
co-workers allowed 
to “schmooze” 
together? 

Can a female employee fly along with her boss to a business 
meeting on his private plane?
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34 Y I C H U D  -  P A R T  I I

The prohibition of Yichud does not apply to a woman who is baala b’ir, if her 
husband is currently in the city, because the woman fears his arrival at any 
moment and will not be seduced to act improperly. However, if the woman 
has a particular familiarity with this man [libo gas ba], they cannot rely on 
her husband being in town.

היתר בעלה בעיר
גמרא קידושין דף פא., תוד"ה בעלה

יבא בעלה. אמנם אם האיש  יראה שמא  זמן  בעיר, שבכל  ייחוד עם אשה שבעלה  אין חשש 
והאשה גייסי אהדדי, כגון שהם בעלי ברית, לא מהני מה שבעלה בעיר.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    172תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כא קידושין תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  
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Rambam attributes the exception of baala b’ir to a wife’s natural fear of 
her husband. Several Achronim suggest that this differs from the practical 
reason of Rashi that her husband may actually arrive.

רמב"ם הלכות איסו"ב פכ"ב הלכה יב
הרמב"ם ביאר היתר בעלה בעיר "מפני שאימת בעלה עליה". ודייקו כמה אחרונים שזה שלא 

כמשמעות לשון רש"י שביאר הטעם משום שיראה שמא יבא פתאום לביתו.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    86משנה תורה <מהדורה חדשה> - ה (קדושה) משה בן מימון (רמב"ם) עמוד מס  



36 Y I C H U D  -  P A R T  I I

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    609שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כט אה"ע א (א - כה) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    610שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כט אה"ע א (א - כה) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  

One may be secluded with a married woman whose husband is in town, 
unless he has a familiar relationship with her [libo gas ba], such as having 
grown up together. According to the Chochmas Adam, this leniency does 
not apply if the woman is not in her home and the husband is unaware of 
her whereabouts. Additionally, if he gave her permission to meet with this 
man, and certainly if he explicitly allowed them to meet privately, it would 
be forbidden.
Further Iyun: In a situation of a familiar relationship, Chelkas Mechokek 
suggests that even an open door to a public domain would not help. Taz 
disagrees and rules that an open door to a public domain helps for all 
scenarios.

שו"ע אבן העזר סימן כב סעיף ח', פ"ת סק"ז ]ט"ז סק"ח[
מותר להתייחד עם אשה שבעלה בעיר. אך אם האיש גס בה מחמת קורבה או שגידלו ביחד 
וכדו' אסור. וע' בפ"ת שהחכמ"א החמיר אפילו בבעלה בעיר כל שהלכה לבית אחר ואין הבעל 

יודע היכן היא. וכן אם נתן לה רשות לילך לשם, וכ"ש אם נתן לה רשות להתייחד ודאי אסור.
פתוח  בפתח  אפילו  בה  גס  להחמיר באשה שלבו  וב"ש שכתבו  חלקת מחוקק  ע'  עיון:  ליתר 

לרה"ר. אולם הט"ז כתב שפתח פתוח מהני בכל ענין. וע"ע אגרות משה שם אות ט'.
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    610שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כט אה"ע א (א - כה) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  

<<
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If a woman knows for certain that her husband will not arrive for a while, 
the leniency of baala b’ir does not apply. Similarly, if he is an employee 
who typically remains at work and cannot leave at will, his wife may not 
be secluded with another man during this time. However, if he is self-
employed and can technically arrive at home at any time, the leniency of 
baala b’ir would apply.

אגרות משה אבה”ע ח"ד סימן סה אות ז, כא
אם מאיזה סיבה האשה יודעת בהחלט שבעלה לא יבא לאיזה זמן אין היתר של בעלה בעיר. 
וה"ה במי שעובד אצל אחרים ושוהה שם לכמה שעות איכא איסור יחוד בזמן ההוא. ורק אם 

הוא ברשות עצמו ויכול לבא לכשירצה אפשר לסמוך על מה שהוא בעיר.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    128אגרות משה - ז (אה"ע ד, חו"מ ב) פיינשטיין, משה בן דוד עמוד מס  
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Regarding the Chochmas Adam’s limitations on the leniency of baala 
b’ir, Rav Moshe writes that while the Halacha does not follow his opinion, 
one should be stringent if possible. The exception would be if she is in a 
place where she goes often, and her husband is aware of this, Rav Moshe 
suggests that even the Chochmas Adam would agree that it is permitted.

לגבי החומרות של החכמת אדם כתב האגרות משה שאין הלכה כמותו, אבל יש להחמיר שלא 
בשעת הדחק. אולם במקום שהיא רגילה לילך לשם, שהבעל יודע היכן נמצאת, מסתבר שגם 

החכמת אדם מודה שמותר.
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The Chazon Ish is quoted as permitting Yichud with a married woman 
whose husband is in town even if he cannot arrive. The explanation he is 
said to have given is that baala b’ir constitutes a psychological state-of-
mind that inhibits the likelihood of immorality [unless there is a libo gas ba 
relationship between them].

ספר דבר הלכה סימן ז' סעיף ב' – ד'
נאמר בשם החזו"א שהקיל בבעלה בעיר אפילו אינו יכול לבא לביתו, ונתן טעם לדבריו שבעלה 

בעיר הוא אימה טבעית ואינה תלוי במציאות שיכול לבא.
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Despite the wording of the Rambam being suggestive that baala b’ir may 
apply even if the husband cannot arrive, this is not definitive and one 
should not rely on this to permit Yichud.

שו"ת שבט הלוי ח"ה סימן רג אות א'
הגם שיש לדייק מהרמב"ם כהמקילין בבעלה בעיר אף שאינו יכול לבא, מ"מ אין זה מוכרח, 

ועלינו להחמיר כדעת החכמ"א וסייעתו.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    228שבט הלוי - ה ואזנר, שמואל בן יוסף צבי הלוי עמוד מס  
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Minchas Yitzchak permits Yichud with a married woman whose husband 
works in a local factory and doesn’t usually arrive home during the day, if 
there is an additional reason for leniency, such as a closed but unlocked 
door to a public area.

שו"ת מנחת יצחק ח"ט סימן קמב
המנחת יצחק כתב להתיר יחוד עם אשה שבעלה עובד בבית חרושת ואינו בא לביתו במשך היום 

אם יש צירוף של פתח שאינו נעול אף שהוא סתום.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    292מנחת יצחק <מהדורה חדשה> - ט ווייס, יצחק יעקב בן יוסף יהודה עמוד מס  
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Further Iyun: Chazon Ish proposes that in a case where the woman herself 
is not prone to seduction [e.g. husband is in town] it may be permitted for 
her to be secluded even with a non-Jew if she could call for help if the 
non-Jew would attempt to abuse her.

ליתר עיון: חזון איש יו"ד סימן סו סק"ב
]כגון  יחוד עם עכו"ם במקום שהאשה אינה מוסרת עצמה לאיסור  החזון איש מצדד להתיר 

שבעלה בעיר[, אם יכולה לצעוק וישמעו אחרים ועי"ז הגוי ירא מלאנסה.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    209חזון איש - יורה דעה קרליץ, אברהם ישעיהו בן שמריהו יוסף עמוד מס  

ליתר עיון
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Aruch Hashulchan considers work relationships as libo gas ba, the level of 
familiarity that precludes the leniency of baala b’ir.

ערוך השלחן אבה"ע סימן כב סעיף ו'
איש ואשה שיש ביניהם הכרה ע"י ענייני מסחר וכיו"ב הרי הם בגדר "לבו גס בה" ולא מהני 

היתר בעלה בעיר. 
]עו"כ להחמיר בכה"ג אפילו בפתח פתוח לרה"ר, ודלא כשיטת הט"ז הנ"ל.[

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    209חזון איש - יורה דעה קרליץ, אברהם ישעיהו בן שמריהו יוסף עמוד מס  

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    157ערוך השלחן - ו (אבה"ע א-ב) אפשטיין, יחיאל מיכל בן אהרן יצחק הלוי עמוד מס  
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One man may not be secluded with one or two women. However, if his 
wife is with him then he may be secluded with another woman, because 
his wife will prevent him from acting immorally. This leniency is limited to 
a Jewish couple, because a non-Jewish wife will not prevent her husband 
from immorality.

היתר אשתו משמרתו
קידושין דף פ:, תד"ה רבי שמעון

איסור יחוד הוא באיש אחד עם אשה אחת או ב' נשים. אבל בזמן שאשתו עמו אין איסור יחוד 
מפני שהיא משמרתו. ודוקא בישראל, אבל אסור לאשה להתייחד עם עכו"ם אפילו אשתו עמו, 

מפני שאינה משמרתו.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    171תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כא קידושין תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  

<<
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Further Iyun: According to Tosafos, the presence of a wife is not enough 
for a man whose profession involves personal dealings with women e.g. a 
doctor.

ליתר עיון: משנה קידושין פב., תד"ה לא יתייחד
דעת התוספות שמי שעסקיו עם הנשים אסור להתייחד עם הנשים אפילו אשתו עמו, דבאיש 

כזה איכא חששא טפי.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    174תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כא קידושין תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  

ליתר עיון



50 Y I C H U D  -  P A R T  I I

Yichud is permitted with a Jewish man whose wife is present, but not with 
a non-Jew even if his wife is there.

שו"ע אבן העזר סימן כב סעיף ג'
מה  מהני  לא  בעכו"ם  אבל  עמו,  שם  נמצאת  אשתו  גם  אם  אשה  עם  להתייחד  לאיש  מותר 

שאשתו עמו.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    605שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כט אה"ע א (א - כה) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    604שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כט אה"ע א (א - כה) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    605שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כט אה"ע א (א - כה) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  

<<



52 Y I C H U D  -  P A R T  I I

Further Iyun: The Shulchan Aruch follows the opinion of the Rambam that 
the presence of a wife permits Yichud even with a man whose profession 
involves personal dealings with women. However, the Taz writes that one 
should be stringent like the opinion of Tosafos and not rely on this leniency.

ליתר עיון: שו"ע אבן העזר סימן כב סעיף ז', ט"ז סק"ו
המחבר פסק כדעת הרמב"ם שאפילו מי שמלאכתו עם הנשים מותר להתייחד עמהם כשאשתו 

עמו, אבל הט"ז כתב דודאי יש לחוש לדעת התוספות שאוסר כה"ג.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    609שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כט אה"ע א (א - כה) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  

ליתר עיון
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It is clear from the wording of the Shulchan Aruch that, unlike baala b’ir, 
the presence of a wife only permits Yichud when she is actually there or 
very nearby in a manner that she can arrive literally at any moment.

אגרות משה אבה”ע ח"ד סימן סה אות ו', ושם סימן עא
או  דוקא שתמצא שם ממש  צריך  מלשון השו"ע מבואר שלא מהני מה שאשתו בעיר, אלא 

שיכולה לבא בכל עת. 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    609שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כט אה"ע א (א - כה) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  
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נסיעה במכונית
שו"ע אבן העזר סימן כב סעיף י', ח"מ סקי"ד, ט"ז סק"ט

עם  או  וכדו'  טבעית  שנאה  מחמת  שתתפתה  לחוש  שאין  אשה  שם  יש  אם  להתייחד  מותר 
תינוקת שאינה יודעת טעם ביאה ואינה מוסרת עצמה, לפי שהיא מגלה את סודה. ]פרטי דיני 
שמירה יתבארו להלן.[ וכתב מהרש"ל שבדרך לא מהני תינוקת שמא ילכו למקום צנוע ותזנה 
שלא בפניה. והט"ז פליג דלעולם לא חיישינן שילכו ויתייחדו. ולכאורה החולקים סוברים שהגם 
שמן הסתם אין חוששין שיתייחדו, כאן שהם במצב של יחוד ורק שיש עמהם שומר, אם בקלות 

יכולים להתייחד יש לחשוש ליחוד.

 

One may be secluded with two women who have a natural enmity toward 
each other e.g. a woman and her mother-in-law, or with a woman and a 
young girl who would be aware of immorality but is not herself prone to 
seduction, because she is likely to relate to others what she sees. [The 
details of such “shomrim”, guardians will be discussed in a later segment.] 
Maharshal writes that while traveling one cannot rely upon the 
accompaniment of a young girl, because the adults may evade her in order 
to act immorally. Taz argues, because we never assume people who are 
not in a scenario of Yichud will go and seclude themselves. It would seem 
that the opinion of the Maharshal is that these people are in a scenario of 
Yichud, albeit with a Shomer. In such a case, if the Shomer can easily be 
given the slip we are afraid they will do so.
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Regarding traveling alone in a car through populated areas, Rav Moshe 
suggests that this would be subject to the dispute mentioned above: 
according to the Maharshal we must worry they may decide to turn into a 
secluded area, whereas according to the Taz we would not suspect them 
of doing so. He concludes that this should be avoided if possible, but if 
necessary one can be lenient.

שו"ת אגרות משה יו"ד ח"ב סימן פב, אבה”ע ח"ד סימן סה אות ג'
לענין נסיעה לבד במונית, כתב האגרות משה שכל שנוסעים בדרך שעוברים שם רבים לכאורה 
ומסיק שהגם דליכא  ויתייחדו,  יתרחקו מן הדרך  יש לחשוש שמא  תליא במחלוקת הנ"ל אם 

"איסור יחוד ממש", מ"מ לכתחילה אין לעשות כן, אך בשעת הדחק יש להקל.
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Rav Shlomo Zalman takes for granted that there is no problem of Yichud 
while driving through populated areas where passers-by can see into the 
car windows.

ספר דבר הלכה, שו"ת הגרש"ז אויערבך
ע"י  לראות  ואפשר  ושבים  עוברים  הרבה  במקומות שנמצאים  שנוסעים  בפשיטות שכל  כתב 

החלונות מה קורה בתוך המכונית אין איסור יחוד, ואין חוששים שילכו למקום אחר להתייחד.
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Shevet Halevi concludes that one may not drive late at night or in remote 
areas if they are in a situation of Yichud within the car.

שו"ת שבט הלוי ח"ה סימן רב אות א'
כתב שהגם שבלילה צריכים עוד שומר אפשר שאין זה שייך במכונית, ע"ש ]וצ"ע כוונתו בזה, 
למה אין איסור שתתייחד עם הנהג?[, אך אם הולכים בדרך בין עיר לעיר וכדו' או שהולכים 

בלילה בזמן מאוחר וכדו' עלינו להחמיר.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    227שבט הלוי - ה ואזנר, שמואל בן יוסף צבי הלוי עמוד מס  
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IF THE HUSBAND IS NEARBY:

The Gemara in Kiddushin states that there is no prohibition of yichud 
for a man and woman to be alone together where it is ba’alah b’ihr, the 
woman’s husband is in the same city. 

The Gemara proceeds to relate a story. It says that Rav Bibi was staying 
in Rabi Yosi’s home. When he went up to the attic, where he was 
sleeping, Rav Yosi instructed the people to remove the ladder leading 
upstairs so that Rav Bibi would be unable to come down so there 
would be no problem of yichud. 

The Gemara asks why there would be a problem of yichud with Rabi 
Yosi’s wife if Rabi Yosi was in the city? It answers that Rav Bibi was “libo 
gas bah,” he had a personal relationship with Rabi Yosi’s wife and was 
comfortable with her. In such a case, the leniency of ba’alah b’ihr does 
not apply.  

LIBO GAS BAH: 

The exact definition of libo gas bah is somewhat vague, so if one is 
uncertain whether it applies to him, he should discuss the matter with 
a Rov. We can, however, give some general guidelines. 

In some offices, the interactions between the genders are kept very 
formal, for example, they will only refer to each other as Mr. ____ or 
Mrs. ____. In other offices, the interactions are more friendly, and men 
and women refer to each other by their first names. While it is more 
ideal for coworkers of opposite genders to only refer to each other by 
their last names, this is not always possible and is sometimes not the 
case. It would seem that in offices where coworkers feel comfortable 
referring to each other by their first name, there is more of an aspect 
of libo gas bah, which could disqualify the leniency of ba’alah b’ihr if the 
coworkers would be alone together. 

Alternatively, the atmosphere in the office can also be discerned 
based on what coworkers talk about with each other. In some offices, 
conversations revolve solely around work. In others, coworkers will 
occasionally “shmuz” and discuss more personal issues. Again, it is 
more ideal for the conversations to be kept formal and to focus on 
work, but if the conversations are occasionally informal and more 
personal, it would seem that there is a level of comfort that could be 
considered libo gas bah and could eliminate the leniency of ba’alah b’ihr. 

WHAT QUALIFIES AS A CITY? 

While we say that yichud does not apply when the husband is “in the 
city”, it is difficult to determine what exactly the parameters of “a city” 
are in regards to this halacha. 

While New York City is one city, Brooklyn and Manhattan are quite a 
distance from each other and it would take a while to get from one to 
the other. If a woman knows that her husband is in Manhattan, she can 
be sure that it would take him some time to get home to Brooklyn. In 

such a case, would ba’alah b’ihr still apply? 

Conversely, sometimes two cities are very close to each other. For 
example, Lakewood borders Jackson, New Jersey. If a husband is in 
Jackson, but is just two minutes away from his home in Lakewood, 
would that be considered the same city, or do we say that it is 
technically two cities so the leniency does not apply? Since the exact 
guidelines are unclear, one should consult with his own Rov for a psak. 

WHEN THE HUSBAND IS AT WORK: 

What if the husband is in the city but he is at work? If the wife knows 
that her husband works every day from 9 to 5 and does not come 
home during those hours, does the leniency still apply? 

Rav Moshe Feinstein differentiates between cases where a man is his 
own boss and cases where a man works for someone else. He says 
that if a man is his own boss, he can always choose to surprise his 
wife and come home in the middle of the day. Similarly, if a man is 
learning in Kollel and is able to decide on his own if he wants to come 
home during the day and surprise his wife, the leniency would apply. If, 
however, he works for someone else and needs his boss’s permission 
to leave during the day, even if his boss is a nice man and will probably 
grant permission, the leniency does not apply because the man does 
not have his own freedom of movement. 

The Chazon Ish is quoted as being more lenient, saying that the leniency 
applies even if a man needs permission to leave work. He explained 
this with a Yiddish expression: “Ba’alah b’ihr iz a nerv.” In other words, 
the basis of ba’alah b’ihr is psychological. As long as a wife knows that 
her husband is in town and could technically come home at any time, 
she will be scared to do an aveirah.  

On the other hand, the Shevet Halevi takes a more stringent approach 
and says that the leniency does not apply at all if the husband rarely 
comes home from work during the day, since in this case, a wife will 
not feel any fear. 

The Minchas Yitzchok takes a middle-ground approach and says that 
one cannot unilaterally rely on the leniency when the husband is at 
work; however, if another leniency can be combined, then one can rely 
on the combined heter. For example, we said in Part 1 of this series 
that there are times when one has to be stringent and not rely on the 
leniency of having an open door if the door is closed but unlocked. The 
Minchas Yitzchok says that if the husband is at work in the same city, 
and the door is closed but unlocked, one may be lenient. 

WHEN A NON-JEW’S SPOUSE IS IN TOWN: 

The leniency of ba’alah b’ihr applies to cases where a Jewish man is 
secluded with a Jewish woman and her husband is in town. The 
leniency does not apply when a Jewish man is secluded with a non-
Jewish woman and her husband is in town because she would not have 
the same fear of being caught by her husband that a Jewish woman 

A  T R A N S C R I P T I O N  O F  T H E  Y O R U C H A  C U R R I C U L U M  W E E K L Y  S H I U R  V I D E O

Halachos of Yichud: Part II Shiur
Y I C H U D  I N  T H E  P R E S E N C E  O F  A  S P O U S E

By Rav Yosef Jacobovits
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would have. 

Similarly, a Jewish woman is not allowed to be secluded with a non-
Jewish man, even if her husband is in town, as the non-Jew is not 
necessarily scared of being caught and he may forcibly cause the 
Jewish woman to do an aveirah. The Chazon ish says that one could be 
lenient if the woman’s husband is in town and she is in a place where 
she could scream for help if the non-Jewish man tried to abuse her. 
This would be relevant in a case where a Jewish woman has to have 
a meeting with a non-Jewish man in an office building. If she could 
scream for help, and others outside the office would hear her, she 
would be allowed to be secluded with him, provided that her husband 
is in town.

WHEN THE WIFE IS NOT AT HOME:

Another case we need to discuss is when the husband is in town, 
but the wife is alone with a man in a place other than her home. 
For example, if a woman is a real estate agent who shows houses to 
potential clients, she may have to show a house in a secluded area to a 
male client. It is very possible that her husband would not know where 
to find her even if he wanted to. Would the leniency of ba’alah b’ihr 
apply in such a case?  

The Chochmas Odom says clearly that the heter would not apply in 
such an instance. The Chazon Ish is quoted as being lenient and says 
that the fear of the husband being in town is still enough to negate the 
prohibition of yichud. 

Rav Moshe Feinstein writes that although the leniency would apply 
even if the wife is not at home, it would be difficult to permit this if 
the husband has no idea at all where his wife is. We would suggest 
that if a wife works in a profession similar to the real estate agent 
we mentioned above, she should provide her husband with her daily 
schedule so that he knows where he could find her if he wanted to. 
This would lessen the problem and allow us to rely on the heter of 
ba’alah b’ihr. 

DOES LIBO GAS BAH NEGATE PESACH PASUACH? 

We said at the beginning of this shiur that when a man is comfortable 
with a woman, the leniency of ba’alah b’ihr does not apply. Is the same 
true of the leniency of pesach pasuach that we discussed in the last 
segment? If a man is comfortable with a woman, is it permitted for him 
to be alone with her in a room with an open door or is this leniency 
negated in the same way that ba’alah b’ihr is? 

The Shulchan Aruch rules that ba’alah b’ihr does not apply in a case of 
libo gas bah, but he does not make this distinction when talking about 
the leniency of pesach pasuach. The Chelkas Mechokeik, however, 
cites a Terumas Hadeshen which he interprets to be saying that the 
leniency of pesach pasuach also is negated in an instance of libo gas bah. 
The Taz argues and says that the leniency still applies. 

The common practice is like the Taz that the leniency of pesach pasuach 
does apply even when the man and woman are comfortable with each 
other. If individuals want to be stringent, we would suggest that they 
leave the door unlocked, in order to add another degree of leniency. 

IF A WIFE IS IN TOWN:

Does the heter of ba’alah b’ihr also work the other way? If a man’s wife 
is in town, is it permitted for him to be alone with a woman?

Rav Moshe Feinstein rules that it does not. He explains that although 
we do find a concept of a wife acting as a “shomer” to watch her 

husband and protect him from the problem of yichud, this only applies 
if she is in the actual vicinity. For example, if a male therapist is meeting 
in his home office with a patient, his wife can act as a shomer if she is 
in the house; however, it is not enough for her to be somewhere else 
in the city. 

To watch the video or listen to the shiur given by the Dayan, visit: 
www.baishavaad.org/yorucha-topics  
Or signup to receive them via whatsapp:   732.232.1412
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 • Administrations and Boards 

HealthCare Track:
 • Shabbos and Yom Tov
 • The Kosher Kitchen and Lifnei Iver
 • Foodservice Arrangements
 • Partnerships and Ownership Structure
 • Ancillary Businesses 
 • Finance and Ribbis
 • Nursing and Housekeeping 
 • The Halachic Home; Eruv, Mezuza, Tevilas Keilim, and Medication
 • Compliance and Fiduciary
 • Hiring and Poaching
 • Avodah Zara and Chukas Hagoyim Issues
 • End of Life and Other Medical Matters 

Finance and Ribbis Track:
 • Introduction: Understanding Ribbis
 • Ribbis of Non Jews and Mumar
 • Foreign Currencies & Commodities: Se'ah Bese'ah Applications
 • Corporate Lending & Borrowing
 • Credit Unions - Ownership in Ribbis Entities
 • Credit Unions: Paying Ribbis by Court Order
 • Pesika:Deposits & Price Guarantees
 • Tarsha- Paying for Credit & Early Bird Specials
 • Arvus & Ribbis: Cosigning on a Non Jew's Loan
 • Arvus & Ribbis: Cosigning on a Ribbis Loan
 • Differentiating Between Expenses & Interest: Defining the Two
 • Ribbis in Partnerships
 • Ribbis in Contracts - Capital Calls and Late Fees
 • Deal Syndication & the Real Estate Process From Negotiation to Closing
 • Ribbis as a Knas: Fines & Penalties
 • Purchasing Tax Liens and Mortgage Bundles
 • Using a Purchased Item When the Sale was Reversed
 • Selling Conditional on Reversing the Sale
 • Ribbis Responsibilities of Lawyers, Brokers, and Witnesses
 • Review of Ribbis Fundamentals
 • Hard Money Loans & Heter Iska - Kulo Pikadon; Chatzi Milve
 • Heter Iska- The Approach of Reb Moshe Feinstein
 • Heter Iska Klali and Loans Specified to be Al Pi Heter Iska
 • Ribbis Mukdemes - Ribbis MeUcheres
 • Ribbis Devarim
 • Defining Ribbis: Gifts, Favours and Charitable Donations

P A R T  I V

Industry-Specific & In-Depth 
Supplemental Tracks



CURRENT YORUCHA CHABUROS

TO CREATE OR JOIN CHABURA CONTACT US 
  732.232.1412     888.485.VAAD(8223) #302      yorucha@baishavaad.org     baishavaad.org/yorucha 

BAL HARBOUR, FL 
R' Yakov Tzvi Blejer 
Rabbi Zelig Privalsky

BALTIMORE 
Khal Ahavas Yisroel Tzemach 
Tzedek 
Rabbi Dovid Heber 
Rabbi Mordechai Shuchatowitz 
Rabbi Shaul Elchonon Sofer

BELLE HARBOR, NY
Congregation Bais Yehuda 
R' Dovid Semel

BOSTON 
Congregation Chai Odom 
Rav Dovid Moskovitz

BROOKLYN
Bais Aharon (Felder's) 
Rabbi Heshy Wolf 

Beis Hamedrash Of Flatbush 
Rabbi Tzvi Yaakov Zolty 
Rabbi Moshe Arieff

Flatbush Park Jewish Center 
Rabbi Eli Moskovitz 
Rabbi Yisroel Perelson 

Magen Avraham 
Rabbi Duvi Bensoussan 
Rabbi Eliezer Elbaz

Yad Yosef Torah Center 
Rabbi Eddie Kassin

CATSKILL REGION  
Tamarack Hills - Ellenville  
Rav Dovid Grossman

CHICAGO
Agudas Yisroel of  
West Rogers Park 
Rabbi Moshe Scheinberg 

Shaarei Tzedek Mishkan Yair 
Rabbi Reuven Gross 
Rabbi Yishai Broner

CINCINNATI 
Cincinnati Community Kollel
Rav Meir Minster

CLEVELAND 
Beis Doniel 
Rabbi Dovid Aron Gross

DALLAS
Congregation Toras Chaim
Rabbi Yaakov Rich

DETROIT
Lakewood Kollel 
Rabbi Boruch Miller 
R' Eli Blumenkehl

FAIRLAWN 
Rabbi David Pardo

FAR ROCKAWAY
Khal Zichron Moshe Dov 
Rabbi Ahron Stein

Sulitzer Bais Medrash 
Rabbi Avrohom Hartman

GATESHEAD, UK 
Rabbi Dov Oppenheimer

GIBRALTAR
Massias Hall 
Rabbi Rafi Bitan

JACKSON
Khal East Veterans  
Rabbi Baruch Issac

HOUSTON
Meyerland Minyan 
Rabbi Menachem Bressler 
Rabbi Shea Lazenga

LAKEWOOD
Bais HaVaad 
Rav Dovid Grossman

Bais Medrash Ohev Yisroel 
Dayan Shmuel Honigwachs 
Reb Shaya Ellinson

Bais Medrash of Chestnut 
Rabbi Yosef Greenfeld 

Bernath and Rosenberg 
Rav Baruch Fried 
R' Yossi Schuck 
R' Yehoshua Wolf 

Bitbean 
Rabbi Aryeh Caplan 
R' Ephraim Arnstein

Clearstream Chabura 
Rabbi Yosef Fund 
R' Yitzy Rosenbaum

Kehal Nachlas Yaakov  
Rabbi Mayer Boruch Turin 
R' Moshe Netzer 

Kehilas Heartstone 
Rabbi Zecharia Wiesenfeld 
Rabbi Avrohom Ellman 

Madison Executive Offices 
Rabbi Doniel Dombroff

Minyan Avreichim Sefaradi 
Rav Ariel Ovadia

LAWRENCE
Greater Five Towns Chaburah 
(In Formation)  
Reb Yakov Lowinger 
Rabbi Mattisyahu Blumenthal

Yeshiva Gedolah Ateres Yaakov 
Rabbi Yisroel Gold

LOS ANGELES 
Bait Aaron Torah  
Outreach Center 
Rabbi Moshe Nourollah 
R' Avraham Hirshberg 

Kollel of LA 
Rabbi Zalmen Frager

LIDO BEACH 
Lido Beach Synagogue 
Reb Yakov Lowinger

MARGATE 
Young Isreal of Margate NJ
Rabbi Yankey Orimland

MINNEAPOLIS
Minneapolis Kollel
Rabbi Maeier Kutoff 
Rabbi Binyomin Stoll 

Yeshiva of Minneapolis 
Rabbi Binyomin Stoll 

MONSEY
Brisker Kollel 
Rabbi Michoel Illes 

Congregation Torah Utfila
Rabbi Moshe Langer

Haverstraw Community 
Chabura 
Rabbi Tzvi Rubin

Khal Chaye Avraham 
Rav Yecheskel Spitzer 
Rabbi Eli Moskovitz

Monsey Night Kollel 
Rabbi Yisroel Sapirstein 
Reb Shimon Marlin

Zichron Yakov 
Rabbi Yehuda Russack 
R' Simcha Levi

NEW HAVEN  
Kollel of New Haven 
Rabbi Menachem Prescott 

PASSAIC 
Rabbi Yaakov Pascal

PHILADELPHIA 
Philadelphia Community Kollel 
Rabbi Yosef Prupas 
Rabbi Yaakov Baum

QUEENS
Congregation Ohr  
Bechor Halevi 
Rabbi Chaim Schwartz

RIVERDALE 
Riverdale Kollel 
Rabbi Michoel Ghermezian

ST. LOUIS 
St. Louis Chabura 
Rabbi Eliyahu Chaim Goldstone  
Reb Yaakov Klein

STATEN ISLAND 
Kehilas Niles 
Rabbi Dovid Waldman

TORONTO 
Kollel Ohel Yom Tov  
Rabbi Chesky Weiss

THORNHILL
Ateres Mordechai 
Thornhill Kollel 
Rabbi Yosef Rothbart

Kollel Ohr Yosef  
Rabbi Eli Kohananoo

WATERBURY 
Yeshiva Ateres Shmuel 
Rabbi Bernstein

WEST HEMPSTEAD 
Beis Medrash of  
West Hempstead 
Rabbi Dov Greer 

Young Israel of W. Hempstead 
Reb David Felt 
Reb Aaron Gershonowitz

WOODMERE 
Aish Kodesh 
Rabbi Yoni Levin 

Kehillas Bnai Hayeshivos 
Rabbi Shmuel Witkin



W E E K L Y  D E D I C A T I O N S  &  S A R E I  E L E F

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Abramson - Los Angeles, CA

R’ & Mrs. Chaim Gross - Lakewood, NJ

R’ & Mrs. Saadia Zakarin – Monsey, NY

R’ & Mrs. Yudi Hertzberg - Monsey, NY

Mr. & Mrs. David Yitzchaki – W. Hempstead, NY

R’ & Mrs. Ephraim Ostreicher - Far Rockaway, NY

R’ & Mrs. Yaakov Klein – St. Louis, MO

R’ & Mrs. Ari Schwartz - Monsey, NY

R’ & Mrs. Shimshon Bienstock - Los Angeles, CA

R’ & Mrs. Tzvi Rieder - Monsey, NY

R’ & Mrs. Dovid Bloom - Far Rockaway, NY 

לזכות זיווג הגון בקרוב
אסתר שיינדל בת שולמית  |  ברכה אסתר בת דינה 

R’ & Mrs. Avrohom Kohn - Jackson, NJ

Rav & Mrs. Yechiel Becher - Monsey, NY

R’ & Mrs. Yossi Wexler - Lido Beach, NY

Mr. & Mrs. Tzvi Meltzer - Kew Gardens, NY

R’ & Mrs. Refoel Rockowsky - Monsey, NY

R’ & Mrs. Yossi Bauman - Lido Beach, NY

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Milstein - Lido Beach, NY

R’ & Mrs. Ahron Wolfson - Monsey, NY

R’ & Mrs. Shumy Reichman, Brooklyn, NY 

R’ & Mrs. Avi Steinberg - Lido Beach, NY

SPONSOR SPONSOR 
YORUCHA YORUCHA 

& help disseminate this relevant  
and engaging platfom for free

TO THOUSANDS WORLDWIDE!

  Become a Yorucha Founder  ............................................................ $25,000

  Dedicate a Month of Yorucha  ......................................................... $18,000

  Dedicate a Ma’areh Mekomos Booklet  ....................................... $12,000

  Yorucha Corporate Sponsorship  .................................................... $10,000

  Ma’areh Mekomos Booklet Distribution  ......................................  $5,000

  Single Topic Corporate Sponsorship  ................................................ $2,500 

  Sponsor a Week of Yorucha  ...........................................................… $1,800

  Sarei Elef  ...................................................................................................  $1,000

To become a Yorucha Sponsor or for other donation opportunities please contact 
Rabbi Chaim Belsky 732.276.1344 ext. #302   |   yorucha@baishavaad.org   |   www.baishavaad.org/donations/support-yorucha/

R’ & Mrs. Michael Reiser - Brooklyn, NY Mr. & Mrs. Alex Berkovitch - Lido Beach, NY



As participants amass a broad and deep knowledge on an academic level directly from the source — coupled with real life 
scenarios presented by experienced Dayanim — they will acquire the clarity to determine not only what is a שאלה, but, more 
important - why. 

Only through עמלות בתורה — understanding the fundamentals of the subject — can one truly appreciate and internalize what 
defines right and wrong.

Similar to a sofer who, with his intensive knowledge of  hilchos safrus, is confident and secure in the propriety of his profession; 
so, too, businessmen will gain the peace of mind knowing with conviction that they ply their trade be’emunah uveyosher. 

This ambitious project will harness the 
collective expertise of a team comprised 
of advanced talmidei chachamim, 
experienced, seasoned Dayanim, 
that are well versed in corporate 
practice and common business norms. 
Collaborating with a talented group of 
editors and writers, they have created 
a syllabus and curriculum of study, with 
accompanying shiurim and personal 
guidance.

What How

Why

The core curriculum is segmented in modules, and can be 
learned as an individual self paced; or, participants can join 
chaburos coordinated by the Bais HaVaad for those that 
desire group study. Page by page, step by step, the learning 
will be facilitated with a daily audio “Blatt shiur” guiding the 
participant through the sources as well as a weekly video 
shiur presented on each topic by Dayanim that will share 
fundamental and practical applications of the sugya covered.

Daily practical Q&A applications of the subject matter will be 
offered alongside through the Business Halacha Daily series.

I N - D E P T H  B U S I N E S S  H A L A C H A  C U R R I C U L U M

M I S S I N  To facilitate and provide a framework for the frum businessman to gain the 
in-depth halachic knowledge he needs for contemporary business dealings. 

V I S I O N  Through increased knowledge and guidance,  Yorucha will elevate the frum 
public’s adherence to halacha as it pertains to choshen mishpat and standard business practices.

  888.485.VAAD(8223) #303

  yorucha@baishavaad.org
  baishavaad.org/yorucha 

JOIN THE  
YORUCHA INITIATIVE!

3 WAYS TO JOIN:
AS AN INDIVIDUAL

AS A COMMUNITY

AS A BUSINESS

Join the national Yorucha chabura together!

Tap into the physical or digital resources via 
hard copies, web, email and/or whatsapp.

Connect with Bais HaVaad Dayanim and 
Poskim for any questions you may have, as 
well as arranging study sessions with a Dayan, 
setting up a chavrusa, and more.

Reach out to organize a choshen mishpat 
chabura in your own shul.

Set up or join a community or shul chabura

Set up a Board Room Bais Medrash in your business

Mincha Learning In just 5 minutes a day, 
before or after Mincha, you can learn short, 
practical and insightful Business Halachos.

Weekly Lunch & Learn Join a deeper dive 
into the background of the halachos by 
understanding the sugya behind the halachos 
as well.

C U R R E N T 
C H A B U R O S

Baltimore  •  Belle Harbor  •  Boston   •  Brooklyn  •  Catskills  •  Chicago  •  Cincinnati  •  Cleveland  •  Dallas  •  Detroit  •  Fairlawn  •  Far Rockaway  
Gateshead, UK  •  Gibraltar • Houston •  Jackson  •  Lakewood  •  Lawrence  •  Los Angeles   •  Lido Beach  •  Margate  •  Minneapolis  •  Monsey   
Passaic  •  Philadelphia  •  Queens  •  Riverdale   •  St. Louis  •  Staten Island  •  Toronto  •  Waterbury  •  W. Hempstead   •  Woodmere




