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Sugya Introduction

Concepts that will be discussed in this series of shiurim

The Mishnah and Gemara at the end of Kiddushin
discuss the prohibition of yichud, which forbids a
man to be secluded with unrelated women so as to
avoid behavior that could lead to sin.

The Gemara speaks about numerous cases that may
be exceptions to the general rule that a man and
woman cannot be alone together. For example, the
Gemara discusses possible leniencies when the door
of the room is open or when the woman'’s husband
is in town and might stop by at any time. It also
mentions cases where yichud would not apply when
certain safeguards exist, for example, the Gemara
speaks about possible leniencies when the man'’s
wife or a different relative is present or a child who
is old enough to understand what is happening is
present.

It's important to note that some instances of yichud
are forbidden m'dohraysa, while others are forbidden
m'derabanan. It is forbidden m'dohraysa for one man to
be secluded with one woman. One man being alone
with two women is usually forbidden m'derabanan.

Also, the dohraysa rules of yichud apply to a Jewish
man being secluded with a Jewish woman. A Jewish
man being alone with a non-Jewish woman is typically
forbidden m'derabanan, even if it involves one man
who is alone with one woman. As we will discuss in
this series, there are practical differences in Halacha
between a Yichud which is forbidden d’'ohraysa, and
those which are forbidden d’rabanan.

There are also several other decrees that Chazal
instituted to avoid mingling of the genders, which
we shall discuss. For example, the Rambam is of
the opinion that physical contact in a personal way
between a man and woman is forbidden m'dohraysa.
Based on this, the Poskim discuss whether shaking
hands is permitted or not.

Similarly, there is a prohibition to have a woman
serve a man who is not her husband. Also one may
not send personal regards to a woman, even through
her husband. We will discuss the guidelines of these
prohibitions as well.
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QUESTIONS ON
Yichud & Gender-Related Halachos

Below are some practical scenarios that will apply to the material

Can a female employee fly along with her boss to a business
meeting on his private plane?

There is a leniency in hilchos Are male and female
yichud known as “Ba’alah co-workers allowed
b'ihr,” which means that if to “schmooze”

the woman'’s husband is in together?

town there is no concern of
yichud. Does this apply when
an employee is alone with an
employer?

Can coworkers of opposite genders meet privately behind closed
doors if the door is left unlocked?

Join BHD and receive a 3-5 minute video post
derived from the current Yorucha topic.

JOIN “BUSINESS HALACHA DAILY” TODAY!

For answers to these questions, and for more Q&A topics like these, visit baishavaad.org/daily
To sign up to the Business Halacha Daily WhatsApp group messages @ 732.232.1412
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wown Py
e
~p p7ob EW N 1P

Sonyprpas TR

2% obs b

»Ew op pbd awp

3 QDR 3 PP 7o

Son 770 p T R

o o pop

np 7R prob WEw
D QO

Son 3730 ™ 1 Nep

»EW > % 3h

D PID 3 PP OF

oF V7B OF 0t 1
D PO

oF YEW OE MY MY
D Pop

LIG SRR )

) 7DD OF Y'EW

et
1P ™ B3

T eIl s w
YN oW prnaY
2 b omow]
nwx> xpet L[A7D
oYUy Mk avym
WY 7N ampwn?
2 1IN F¥27 TNORY
DT oty k2 ox
b o SPYe
xR0 LR
T2y PIn nmwn a0t
T I prina Az
owr Cw Yob ax
amam oo owd
M [pE] (PR oM
moLppd s
TPYB TOX DY TN
X1 M7 NOD DAY
DMOIR XM WK NWR
29 MK :avyay amx
21 MWRT R’ LWX]
bak Mo XpYT PR
TPYR PR WK nwxa
PO PR VO K
ApYn ANR DXW MK
PYn EY anPTY TR
XY XITRAT AR
w15 9P 12 N
WMWY WX DR
oo ownw M
oz X mpha
AP X730 oM
by mup ppbn [an0)
owpw Mo TR
P N33 MW ¥ M
VR DR 23 1N
YHw X mpyea KM
by 1wy X¥m anom
n . KY oY oman
X p vhy xyw
PPt My mw
2R Y WIT ok
wy LA KD oy
v LKIWOR X1
058 WD LW
b Py ema
YRy 92 YR apibn
PR Ap AT e
nmoowa .DwwIn
M7 amponY
WIPY 7Y .RNDM
ohion P LKAt
Bl Vel S U
0™ Y3 L TPREYNY
a3 pnE WK
M own  npenn
b et PR onmsn
oYy WRY PRY
VR  2”¥XY DWIT
oy Tnn X¥NWD
12 noOX X7 DWIRA
oy nTInn AwKT

-HS—
abun M AR
i N :

oy oM

12 28 oy

ND

) P DT PVD3 MPNT PINP3 4D T
ph pEh P D N0 dp oab ph Jmps

PPYTD P PD

Az

oMy ey

Y 89 :Comb ppms o ph wdy B ofp Mz MMNNY
D31 3T TN RN MR 105 E DY PIDN DEH b7

ofm b pEbs H Dup3 BB Hbp P7ISH 1 ob7 dEpr  pd Yeum Wiy B ob e M T cpwsh ppandd

SEP M DN BIEN Jo05 MIBd 103 7 M HDpT £

P (“y q7) PBIDOT PUD3 PRY
S wp o 0 vnb Poaswn
37 H10 Jo01 D by o 3w
@y PIvY Dby 2rh b vE
ph BO0 35 mb7 Hon Hanas
1EY Ddp NEM T Jy PIod
YPNT PEPEE 2 Bh PEpY3
ond Fany »En B jodd ok
7by pRp M B0 7 *TN
OIYT I £ PP PH7 mh
Ddun oD MENT HMN PORYS *H
Dby 0rH7 opd BHE PO 1Y
fom dhump B0 o7mT Own
oEn W b ph7 mbp7
:0dp3Ip D7 Drh7

moprem e e m9pa
PIONP3 D T DL

PN ppEn MpKod pEEw ph
oy B o N B0 1D
37 v mes P by P o7
o b7 dps wmbpT qov
ph s oz B Wb, 3
BEp bm I own ) pron
by b B ppinT
3 ppow ph paod obm Hh

6% Hnpd hoby 1 o
ARG ATE  pla)
M0 Py b o
DY MWD (5) DYIBH T
oEn opbh PP [PE] S
o Py DM DEYT  pwpd
puppdd W Pd B o by
DR B PED N}
b

YOF 39 TN T 20 N G T MRS
o v T T2 %A pa MON
TN NI B PIWRS DI TN TN N
oD 1O PYDI NI PR oY T
T2 O N2 N Dvaon Ten w15
WMT ST D Onn NASN NN N
RN OIND N T 3T 31 T oY
375 27 57K T™Ep RN NI NOIND T
O AR D wpn TP 51
5N T TR DTYD2 TANT NI M N
13D KON 1INY NIN 11D D3 N 1 )
SEANC PRI DD 93 RPN 137 C 12D N
TN 5P PIOW PRY A Sp ppoat n
D TN KON TN NOF N 37 TN
MY NN NOW NS RN PN D San
57 o PP N 1 S b
w50 war am wr 35 Nmman jem N
NP2 DI NSV NPID DI MO 58 oY
AR MW NS Y ppdnT 2n
T AT T NS D 32 SN G N
WpiY mPenD Sp o M5 2rmy N
PN P2 mOpaT o N M O d
ARDY AR 20 WN AN Dwn peen
T D PR PR DN M ming
37 M2 5or ;5 popR o
WD MAN KT PSP TS N NPEM
DI PRAAT PN T2 1P 130 N N
WIN PRPIRT D 30 Nt T
PN DN MO 37 N M NDMN
T WA PRRNT PN DUD own

NDDWN NIN NIINDD T DW PURAN PINan DN DUDaN DN
TIPI ENIN NDDW NN NI DT NITD 37 MANT NAWRT NIN M
TR EROIM RO NIPD TR N TP M RIY 05 T AN N
NITT OPWR RTON DY 37 035 WIpON NPT NANT RAMOR
DY 37 TOpw NN N 581 YN KA E5R NPT D T
N 00 S pon mD Mo NoS ey 3 1O m KT NS
IPNEYDD 1O AN 1337 1IN DAY 13 NI NP N BN R Na5e5
N5p5 T DN 8 PR NebPa Dy 13 wIn 2 n5
DN M IO SN NTIT NTIY D T PEY TV PEIT PIYSWN NNT
AP MY pROnS MM TRD D7 T NI NN KT NINY N
NI P NI M NS NI NDY T2 NRPIND e 10 T T N
T NPPR2 0 RTINS N TN TRIW N NI5D N 1D TP MY
MY PRITND T NIPY M OP PN T RN R NS 2
NOPMO MRS NOPTT M2 NAMRD R O WTN TN N oy
NIPRD ST NG N TN TR 85T mabed N 0 S oo
SUn M W0D PR PN D AR MM RIPY 91 e
WA TV NN NI OPI T NN AT PR N R 53 b
NITRIT D NV 0O TN NREM Y DN NIIN NP NN NP 5
NP 0TS R RNSM S NPT IISMY ONTIN KINY NI NESp O
M NDON IIMN TN ONTIAD NN RONR NSY 91 NTNR D
o DNIT S D ) TP T oY D NI RS Mo 2

N

:NTE POY) Jon D T :oan wdy w Bh 3

9D ONINR O3 MBS BN quD
£0 37 pr7s 3 Tem D
ST R PR (0 q7 ) D3
S b pEb MBI PRY DY
Py 8% :7p> popy Dhws
PORE YT R NN PP
forhm opso b aprs oby
22 b P73 n 6
ph pEh M S pTe STew
070D B Dt K DIy MM
hip BSvE o mowmwn M 8T %
Wb PpdH ML I MRS YD
»p7 Ko 1H) dwEd M3 HY7
B 5o 3fo £ A6 3 3 by w33
:BrpEsp RSN P oomED D3
3 b wpd Bap e P
moes :opd Ao o 163 dop o)
S Ewn 7 PURIN PN TS
HoEo dusn vpppn7 PPID (3)
oz Wobp N SpY opb
S6Ey DY wEd qoY 39 7™M
o5 33 *;nn Hv7 “ipp whos
D3 D3 SIRNSY (I 7Y
DO IPDO D3 PN BN 11D
UM DWR PYRm PS wuss
PH o9 137 09 Ph oNShOE
b opo v WwhH pHo WP
PP RS 17 ot B ompd
PEEW W3 Opn 0903 Opb
oy 7P dap b HY bnp
N TS Omh NIEW DB
079D} 70H0 P B PEED D903
owp3 oEh PR 13w Hh
pwp BN PEEM PH T3 OEN
£5 Comp) 70 pdoh ofY oD} B0
»p oy pIDN dph7 P b
o b B Jon b of ob
70f) D5 B dpET T Ot Ph
3 oIpd 797 705 YIRh o0
opb pip Opn e% :oPNd
701 D DD 1 D7 1h DEN
obE o3 39 PIb o owpp
Ip oPEN EPEY o Hsh o b
(> q7 ohan) M7 M7 pEd M
PN WP MY DL PO
:onpy ohp by wmwdE op
DY 3E DM NS RO NEPD
pp d0 py 27k Tpd Do
opy7 vwEd o opb pisp
b3pp o oy Bt LHEM oYM
10D 3pPNT WD 17X BINTETT
STPIN 1 g7 ) I
1ApHY3 DV OPYI7DY DY ML
ODYOp TN KT NS5 8P T
opo op o3mh b 35H s
b 3oy NMENE N 985 s)
™D YOD DD D T P
I AT DR TS Ak )2}
DY) ) pRDY IO YEN
128 1195 D 332005 DpIn3 1PN3
MDED W3 PO BT O3 KM

99 DMP 37 MUSYS (OPKT OC DVL OIBD W JI27 1K 1D £ P dIep v oo pudd fish qpP
NOW IS 1090 99 0T B MY TR 05 vo ob P1s by a5ndd Ho dpop amb Prmzs pninn umn b 090
B PO IpDE 3H 900 POEYH DIDH 3D NTIR BRI :DYBLHD DD LNIIE MM RS cOHD MWonp wpd v Nummt
:ppYBm opd phsd 1ok Azt :piob PdED Do NDRN 1N b 990 Smpsw 130 3013 oo Wp q7 W B3 (7)

»n

=g tn W gl j=l]
madm oy

L) 4 q1

L0 Sy (3

oo (B
AP

3] (7 . Py (3

1o (R

PSR

v ()

—oie

n"an n
) 9 b

Yzt

sy ()

»7ED  (OWEDIT MWD

TR O

Y755 oowmmt

phns W3

E I ]

= (3)
o
p

w3 77 R ()
W 373 .phed
PBES MdOH Mpdod

" (7)

B m

by oy BYSn vy
:q7 dy omAwh B

b3pp o7 7
N M
Dy

Ty
R

=0 ()

w5

<[P ppys

——e—
N7 DR

Naun W

"D s

opb Hp7

v o730 1ops

N

PR
73030
b7930)

(b

=R 21 niin ]

X pawsm 7o [H

12)
mma Py
»o1 [3
B Y[

S(I17) (7R
WIN Twn

1y o] [

I

[Ty .Aray >

wepy

o
)

ot
L]
(193
oot PR PEoNY

naRYHN
Y PRI

219 om0 [V ()

ha AR iR

el i}

n¥p1om9T [P (77w
©7157a [P ]2 nd

RI=R AR L

»nom

NeEN Y shm
I ONY Y oAy

maa om

-

$DWIEH VPP PTIR

X odN

N33 XDY

57y nom
bl

2) sy

o [
70757

Y2 M i’ Ao
[ - i~E b ]
(G AR RIS ]

w1

(193

121170 WIN a1 YN

#o vam [Po:(qrh)

aTavy pnva 273n
S nwy %3

——i—
s sty

g

NBwsp

TV OY) P 5p0h
s b 33, (opph

oposd SfnS3

oMEIpE

:omb noh

P10

N

35 3 dp) w3 qiE0p

kp)xlol

APED P03

(3R P W)

e WS
YO ¥

Rl
oNNND)

VD D (7D

Dy
(073 Y7

o ppd
73D M

37D 7D N3 EY PY
0D TN D77

e e

36 o7 B0

B N9

»g oy p7OTPY NEh
Sao 7733 vhp v o9 b3 ob TR MR NN W s 773 pE b dpsd oS Enp vps b B o3 paeh oowpy Mo pape fop Y .SNTR N8R TTNY R omb
0 Baps 0hps B0 OpH LJIBIN MY DTN DD CTIANT 50 1P L by P DD Map0d 19 qd D 3 PITS 37 P> LMEMY B2 M3 NIUR 3N WD L1 nvo) MPE BN
L5 o) DR B adun pmS Do 13 phE vrps OPE OB dE vrws b B M0 b vy whoDE 67b M v 9% B OB 13 90Dy PN D WD NN L» mang) Podu3

RONN AN NN 7Y VOTIN172 DN TINY Y922 TINDN PYLITP KD - <ITMN NIY> D23 Tndn

The prohibition of Yichud does not apply to a woman who is baala b'ir, if her
husband is currently in the city, because the woman fears his arrival at any
moment and will not be seduced to act improperly. However, if the woman

has a particular familiarity with this man [/ibo gas ba], they cannot rely on

her husband being in town.
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Rambam attributes the exception of baala b’ir to a wife’s natural fear of
her husband. Several Achronim suggest that this differs from the practical
reason of Rashi that her husband may actually arrive.
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One may be secluded with a married woman whose husband is in town,
unless he has a familiar relationship with her [libo gas ba), such as having
grown up together. According to the Chochmas Adam, this leniency does
not apply if the woman is not in her home and the husband is unaware of
her whereabouts. Additionally, if he gave her permission to meet with this
man, and certainly if he explicitly allowed them to meet privately, it would
be forbidden.

Further Iyun: In a situation of a familiar relationship, Chelkas Mechokek
suggests that even an open door to a public domain would not help. Taz
disagrees and rules that an open door to a public domain helps for all
scenarios.
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If a woman knows for certain that her husband will not arrive for a while,
the leniency of baala b’ir does not apply. Similarly, if he is an employee
who typically remains at work and cannot leave at will, his wife may not
be secluded with another man during this time. However, if he is self-
employed and can technically arrive at home at any time, the leniency of
baala b’ir would apply.
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Regarding the Chochmas Adam’s limitations on the leniency of baala
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b’ir, Rav Moshe writes that while the Halacha does not follow his opinion,
one should be stringent if possible. The exception would be if she is in a
place where she goes often, and her husband is aware of this, Rav Moshe
suggests that even the Chochmas Adam would agree that it is permitted.
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The Chazon Ish is quoted as permitting Yichud with a married woman
whose husband is in town even if he cannot arrive. The explanation he is
said to have given is that baala b’ir constitutes a psychological state-of-
mind that inhibits the likelihood of immorality [unless there is a libo gas ba
relationship between them].
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Despite the wording of the Rambam being suggestive that baala b’ir may
apply even if the husband cannot arrive, this is not definitive and one
should not rely on this to permit Yichud.
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Minchas Yitzchak permits Yichud with a married woman whose husband
works in a local factory and doesn’t usually arrive home during the day, if
there is an additional reason for leniency, such as a closed but unlocked
door to a public area.
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Further lyun: Chazon Ish proposes that in a case where the woman herself
is not prone to seduction [e.g. husband is in town] it may be permitted for
her to be secluded even with a non-Jew if she could call for help if the

non-Jew would attempt to abuse her.
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One man may not be secluded with one or two women. However, if his
wife is with him then he may be secluded with another woman, because

his wife will prevent him from acting immorally. This leniency is limited to
a Jewish couple, because a non-Jewish wife will not prevent her husband

from immorality.
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Further lyun: According to Tosafos, the presence of a wife is not enough

for a man whose profession involves personal dealings with women e.g. a

doctor.
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Further /yun: The Shulchan Aruch follows the opinion of the Rambam that
the presence of a wife permits Yichud even with a man whose profession
involves personal dealings with women. However, the Taz writes that one
should be stringent like the opinion of Tosafos and not rely on this leniency.
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It is clear from the wording of the Shulchan Aruch that, unlike baala b'ir,
the presence of a wife only permits Yichud when she is actually there or
very nearby in a manner that she can arrive literally at any moment.
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One may be secluded with two women who have a natural enmity toward
each other e.g. a woman and her mother-in-law, or with a woman and a
young girl who would be aware of immorality but is not herself prone to
seduction, because she is likely to relate to others what she sees. [The
details of such “shomrim”, guardians will be discussed in a later segment.]
Maharshal writes that while traveling one cannot rely upon the
accompaniment of a young girl, because the adults may evade her in order
to act immorally. Taz argues, because we never assume people who are
not in a scenario of Yichud will go and seclude themselves. It would seem
that the opinion of the Maharshal is that these people are in a scenario of
Yichud, albeit with a Shomer. In such a case, if the Shomer can easily be
given the slip we are afraid they will do so.
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Regarding traveling alone in a car through populated areas, Rav Moshe
suggests that this would be subject to the dispute mentioned above:
according to the Maharshal we must worry they may decide to turn into a
secluded area, whereas according to the Taz we would not suspect them
of doing so. He concludes that this should be avoided if possible, but if
necessary one can be lenient.
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Rav Shlomo Zalman takes for granted that there is no problem of Yichud
while driving through populated areas where passers-by can see into the

car windows.
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Shevet Halevi concludes that one may not drive late at night or in remote
areas if they are in a situation of Yichud within the car.
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Halachos of Yichud: Part Il Shiur

YICHUD

IN THE PRESENCE OF A SPOUSE

By Rav Yosef Jacobovits

A TRANSCRIPTION OF THE YORUCHA CURRICULUM WEEKLY SHIUR VIDEO

IF THE HUSBAND IS NEARBY:

The Gemara in Kiddushin states that there is no prohibition of yichud
for a man and woman to be alone together where it is ba‘alah b'ihr, the
woman'’s husband is in the same city.

The Gemara proceeds to relate a story. It says that Rav Bibi was staying
in Rabi Yosi's home. When he went up to the attic, where he was
sleeping, Rav Yosi instructed the people to remove the ladder leading
upstairs so that Rav Bibi would be unable to come down so there
would be no problem of yichud.

The Gemara asks why there would be a problem of yichud with Rabi
Yosi's wife if Rabi Yosi was in the city? It answers that Rav Bibi was “libo
gas bah,” he had a personal relationship with Rabi Yosi's wife and was
comfortable with her. In such a case, the leniency of ba‘alah b'ihr does
not apply.

LIBO GAS BAH:

The exact definition of libo gas bah is somewhat vague, so if one is
uncertain whether it applies to him, he should discuss the matter with
a Rov. We can, however, give some general guidelines.

In some offices, the interactions between the genders are kept very
formal, for example, they will only refer to each other as Mr. ____ or
Mrs. ____. In other offices, the interactions are more friendly, and men
and women refer to each other by their first names. While it is more
ideal for coworkers of opposite genders to only refer to each other by
their last names, this is not always possible and is sometimes not the
case. It would seem that in offices where coworkers feel comfortable
referring to each other by their first name, there is more of an aspect
of libo gas bah, which could disqualify the leniency of baalah b'ihr if the

coworkers would be alone together.

Alternatively, the atmosphere in the office can also be discerned
based on what coworkers talk about with each other. In some offices,
conversations revolve solely around work. In others, coworkers will
occasionally “shmuz” and discuss more personal issues. Again, it is
more ideal for the conversations to be kept formal and to focus on
work, but if the conversations are occasionally informal and more
personal, it would seem that there is a level of comfort that could be
considered libo gas bah and could eliminate the leniency of baalah b'ihr.

WHAT QUALIFIES AS A CITY?

While we say that yichud does not apply when the husband is “in the
city”, it is difficult to determine what exactly the parameters of “a city”
are in regards to this halacha.

While New York City is one city, Brooklyn and Manhattan are quite a
distance from each other and it would take a while to get from one to
the other. If a woman knows that her husband is in Manhattan, she can
be sure that it would take him some time to get home to Brooklyn. In

such a case, would ba‘alah b'ihr still apply?

Conversely, sometimes two cities are very close to each other. For
example, Lakewood borders Jackson, New Jersey. If a husband is in
Jackson, but is just two minutes away from his home in Lakewood,
would that be considered the same city, or do we say that it is
technically two cities so the leniency does not apply? Since the exact
guidelines are unclear, one should consult with his own Rov for a psak.

WHEN THE HUSBAND IS AT WORK:

What if the husband is in the city but he is at work? If the wife knows
that her husband works every day from 9 to 5 and does not come
home during those hours, does the leniency still apply?

Rav Moshe Feinstein differentiates between cases where a man is his
own boss and cases where a man works for someone else. He says
that if a man is his own boss, he can always choose to surprise his
wife and come home in the middle of the day. Similarly, if a man is
learning in Kollel and is able to decide on his own if he wants to come
home during the day and surprise his wife, the leniency would apply. If,
however, he works for someone else and needs his boss’s permission
to leave during the day, even if his boss is a nice man and will probably
grant permission, the leniency does not apply because the man does
not have his own freedom of movement.

The Chazon Ish is quoted as being more lenient, saying that the leniency
applies even if a man needs permission to leave work. He explained
this with a Yiddish expression: “Ba‘alah b'ihr iz a nerv.” In other words,
the basis of ba'alah b'ihr is psychological. As long as a wife knows that
her husband is in town and could technically come home at any time,
she will be scared to do an aveirah.

On the other hand, the Shevet Halevi takes a more stringent approach
and says that the leniency does not apply at all if the husband rarely
comes home from work during the day, since in this case, a wife will
not feel any fear.

The Minchas Yitzchok takes a middle-ground approach and says that
one cannot unilaterally rely on the leniency when the husband is at
work; however, if another leniency can be combined, then one can rely
on the combined heter. For example, we said in Part 1 of this series
that there are times when one has to be stringent and not rely on the
leniency of having an open door if the door is closed but unlocked. The
Minchas Yitzchok says that if the husband is at work in the same city,
and the door is closed but unlocked, one may be lenient.

WHEN A NON-JEW'’S SPOUSE IS IN TOWN:

The leniency of ba'alah b'ihr applies to cases where a Jewish man is
secluded with a Jewish woman and her husband is in town. The
leniency does not apply when a Jewish man is secluded with a non-
Jewish woman and her husband is in town because she would not have
the same fear of being caught by her husband that a Jewish woman
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would have.

Similarly, a Jewish woman is not allowed to be secluded with a non-
Jewish man, even if her husband is in town, as the non-Jew is not
necessarily scared of being caught and he may forcibly cause the
Jewish woman to do an aveirah. The Chazon ish says that one could be
lenient if the woman’s husband is in town and she is in a place where
she could scream for help if the non-Jewish man tried to abuse her.
This would be relevant in a case where a Jewish woman has to have
a meeting with a non-Jewish man in an office building. If she could
scream for help, and others outside the office would hear her, she
would be allowed to be secluded with him, provided that her husband
is in town.

WHEN THE WIFE IS NOT AT HOME:

Another case we need to discuss is when the husband is in town,
but the wife is alone with a man in a place other than her home.
For example, if a woman is a real estate agent who shows houses to
potential clients, she may have to show a house in a secluded area to a
male client. It is very possible that her husband would not know where
to find her even if he wanted to. Would the leniency of baalah b’ihr
apply in such a case?

The Chochmas Odom says clearly that the heter would not apply in
such an instance. The Chazon Ish is quoted as being lenient and says
that the fear of the husband being in town is still enough to negate the
prohibition of yichud.

Rav Moshe Feinstein writes that although the leniency would apply
even if the wife is not at home, it would be difficult to permit this if
the husband has no idea at all where his wife is. We would suggest
that if a wife works in a profession similar to the real estate agent
we mentioned above, she should provide her husband with her daily
schedule so that he knows where he could find her if he wanted to.
This would lessen the problem and allow us to rely on the heter of
ba‘alah bihr.

DOES LIBO GAS BAH NEGATE PESACH PASUACH?

We said at the beginning of this shiur that when a man is comfortable
with a woman, the leniency of ba‘alah b'ihr does not apply. Is the same
true of the leniency of pesach pasuach that we discussed in the last
segment? If a man is comfortable with a woman, is it permitted for him
to be alone with her in a room with an open door or is this leniency
negated in the same way that ba'alah b'ihr is?

The Shulchan Aruch rules that ba‘alah b'ihr does not apply in a case of
libo gas bah, but he does not make this distinction when talking about
the leniency of pesach pasuach. The Chelkas Mechokeik, however,
cites a Terumas Hadeshen which he interprets to be saying that the
leniency of pesach pasuach also is negated in an instance of libo gas bah.
The Taz argues and says that the leniency still applies.

The common practice is like the Taz that the leniency of pesach pasuach
does apply even when the man and woman are comfortable with each
other. If individuals want to be stringent, we would suggest that they
leave the door unlocked, in order to add another degree of leniency.

IF AWIFE IS IN TOWN:

Does the heter of ba'alah b'ihr also work the other way? If a man’s wife
is in town, is it permitted for him to be alone with a woman?

Rav Moshe Feinstein rules that it does not. He explains that although
we do find a concept of a wife acting as a “shomer” to watch her

husband and protect him from the problem of yichud, this only applies
if she is in the actual vicinity. For example, if a male therapist is meeting
in his home office with a patient, his wife can act as a shomer if she is
in the house; however, it is not enough for her to be somewhere else
in the city.

To watch the video or listen to the shiur given by the Dayan, visit:
www.baishavaad.org/yorucha-topics
Or signup to receive them via whatsapp: @ 732.232.1412
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