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The Mishnah and Gemara at the end of Kiddushin 
discuss the prohibition of yichud, which forbids a 
man to be secluded with unrelated women so as to 
avoid behavior that could lead to sin.   
The Gemara speaks about numerous cases that may 
be exceptions to the general rule that a man and 
woman cannot be alone together. For example, the 
Gemara discusses possible leniencies when the door 
of the room is open or when the woman’s husband 
is in town and might stop by at any time. It also 
mentions cases where yichud would not apply when 
certain safeguards exist, for example, the Gemara 
speaks about possible leniencies when the man’s 
wife or a different relative is present or a child who 
is old enough to understand what is happening is 
present.
It’s important to note that some instances of yichud 
are forbidden m’dohraysa, while others are forbidden 
m’derabanan. It is forbidden m’dohraysa for one man to 
be secluded with one woman. One man being alone 
with two women is usually forbidden m’derabanan. 

Also, the dohraysa rules of yichud apply to a Jewish 
man being secluded with a Jewish woman. A Jewish 
man being alone with a non-Jewish woman is typically 
forbidden m’derabanan, even if it involves one man 
who is alone with one woman.  As we will discuss in 
this series, there are practical differences in Halacha 
between a Yichud which is forbidden d’ohraysa, and 
those which are forbidden d’rabanan. 
There are also several other decrees that Chazal 
instituted to avoid mingling of the genders, which 
we shall discuss. For example, the Rambam is of 
the opinion that physical contact in a personal way 
between a man and woman is forbidden m’dohraysa. 
Based on this, the Poskim discuss whether shaking 
hands is permitted or not. 
Similarly, there is a prohibition to have a woman 
serve a man who is not her husband. Also one may 
not send personal regards to a woman, even through 
her husband. We will discuss the guidelines of these 
prohibitions as well. 

Sugya Introduction
Concepts that will be discussed in this series of shiurim

HALACHOS OF YICHUD
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QUESTIONS ON 
Yichud & Gender-Related Halachos

Below are some practical scenarios that will apply to the material
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3 Can coworkers of opposite genders meet privately behind closed 
doors if the door is left unlocked?

There is a leniency in hilchos 
yichud known as “Ba’alah 
b’ihr,” which means that if 
the woman’s husband is in 
town there is no concern of 
yichud. Does this apply when 
an employee is alone with an 
employer?

Are male and female 
co-workers allowed 
to “schmooze” 
together? 

Can a female employee fly along with her boss to a business 
meeting on his private plane?
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8 Y I C H U D  -  P A R T  I

It is forbidden for a man to seclude himself [Yichud] with one or two women 
that are in the category of “arayos”, forbidden relations, with the exception 
of his mother and daughter. The Gemara cites a “remez”, an allusion in the 
Torah to this effect. The implication of “remez” is that Yichud is not a Torah 
prohibition.

יחוד דאורייתא ויחוד דרבנן
קידושין דף פ:

אסור לאדם להתייחד עם אשה אחת או ב' נשים האסורות עליו מדין ערוה, חוץ מעם אמו ובתו. 
ובגמרא הובא על זה "רמז" מן התורה. ומשמע לכאו' שהוא רק אסמכתא ולא איסור דאורייתא.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    171תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כא קידושין תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  



9

The Gemara states that Yichud with a forbidden Jewish woman is a 
“d’oraysa”, a Torah prohibition. The Bais Din of David forbade seclusion 
with an unmarried woman, and the students of Hillel and Shamai further 
forbade seclusion with a non-Jewish woman.

גמרא עבודה זרה דף לו: "יחוד נמי וכו'"
למסקנא נקטה הגמרא שיחוד עם ערוה בת ישראל "דאורייתא היא", בית דינו של דוד המלך גזרו 

על יחוד פנויה, ותלמידי ב"ש וב"ה גזרו על יחוד דעובדת כוכבים.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    83תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כח עבודה זרה תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  



10 Y I C H U D  -  P A R T  I

Citing a verse from Shir Hashirim, the Gemara proves that a husband is 
permitted to seclude himself with his wife even whilst she is a Nidda. 
Tosafos ask how the Gemara can use a verse from Kesuvim to qualify a 
Torah prohibition? They answer that the Torah prohibition doesn’t include 
a wife who is a Nidda because she is only forbidden to him temporarily. It is 
apparent from Tosafos that Yichud is a regular Torah prohibition.

גמרא סנהדרין דף לז., תוס' ד"ה התורה
הגמרא דורשת שמותר לבעל להתייחד עם אשתו נדה. והקשו תוס' איך למדים מדברי קבלה 
להתיר איסור דאורייתא של יחוד? ותירצו שלא אסרה תורה אלא ערוה שלא עבידא דמשתריא, 
איסור  היא  העריות  עם  שיחוד  מדבריהם  בהדיא  ומבואר  ליטהר.  סופה  הרי  נדה  אשתו  אבל 

דאורייתא.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    84תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כה סנהדרין תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  
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The Rambam refers to the prohibition of Yichud as being “from the 
Tradition”, but the Magid Mishne understands this to mean that it is a Torah 
prohibition.

רמב"ם הלכות א¬יסורי ביאה פכ"ב הלכה א – ב, מגיד משנה שם
הרמב"ם כתב שאיסור יחוד עם עריות הוא "מפי הקבלה", אבל המגיד משנה ביאר שכיוון לומר 

בזה שהוא איסור דאורייתא.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    85משנה תורה <מהדורה חדשה> - ה (קדושה) משה בן מימון (רמב"ם) עמוד מס  



12 Y I C H U D  -  P A R T  I

According to the Chavos Yair, the Torah prohibition of Yichud is limited to 
a seclusion of one man with one woman. Whereas, with regards to two 
women and one man, or two men who are perutzim (morally unbound) and 
one woman, the prohibition would only be miderabanan.

שו"ת חוות יאיר סימן עג ד"ה ועוד קשה
החוות יאיר מחדש דאפילו תימא שאיסור יחוד הוא דאורייתא, היינו דוקא ביחוד גמור של איש 
אחד ואשה אחת, משא"כ באיש אחד עם ב' נשים, או אשה אחת עם ב' אנשים פרוצים, אינו 

אלא מדרבנן.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    252חות יאיר <מהדורה חדשה> בכרך, יאיר חיים בן משה שמשון עמוד מס  
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A man may not be secluded with any woman of the forbidden relations, 
except for his mother, daughter, or his wife when she is a Nidda. 
Miderabanan one may not be secluded with an unmarried woman or a 
non-Jewish woman. The Bash [Beis Shmuel] cites the opinion of Tosafos 
that Yichud is d’oraysa, while the opinion of the Rambam is that Yichud is 
miderabanan. This is not like the Maggid Mishne cited above.
The Bash also includes in the issur of Yichud d’oraysa women who are 
otherwise prohibited to this man albeit not in the category of an Ervah, 
e.g. a divorcee with a Kohen. Pischai Teshuva cites an opposing view that 
this would not be Yichud d’oraysa.

שו"ע אבן העזר סימן כב סעיף א' ב', בית שמואל סק"א, פ"ת סק"א
אסור להתייחד עם אחת מהעריות חוץ מאמו או בתו, או אשתו נדה. מדרבנן גזרו גם על יחוד 
פנויה או גויה. והעובר על איסור יחוד מכין אותם מכת מרדות. וע' ב"ש שתוספות והטור ס"ל 
שיחוד עם הערוה אסור מדאורייתא, אבל הרמב"ם משמע שהוא מדרבנן. ודלא כהמגיד משנה 

הנ"ל בדעת הרמב"ם.
עו"כ הב"ש שגם חייבי לאוין הם בכלל עריות ]ואסור להתייחד עמהם מדאורייתא[, אבל הפ"ת 

ציין לשער המלך שהשיג על זה.  

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    252חות יאיר <מהדורה חדשה> בכרך, יאיר חיים בן משה שמשון עמוד מס  

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    602שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כט אה"ע א (א - כה) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  



14 Y I C H U D  -  P A R T  I

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    603שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כט אה"ע א (א - כה) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  
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ליתר עיון: מנחת חינוך מצוה קפח אות ג' ואות ה'
המנחת חינוך מפקפק על דברי הב"ש הנ"ל שיש איסור יחוד דאורייתא עם חייבי לאוין. ועכ"פ 
כתב שלשיטתו כהן אסור להתייחד עם גויה מדאורייתא, וכן אסור לכל ישראל להתייחד עם גויה 

אשת איש, הואיל ויש להם מצות עשה של ודבק באשתו.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    603שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כט אה"ע א (א - כה) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  

 

ליתר עיון

Further Iyun: The Minchas Chinuch disputes the assertion of the Beis 
Shmuel that seclusion with a forbidden woman who is not an ervah 
would be prohibited min hatorah. He points out that according to the 
Bash, it would be forbidden min hatorah for a Kohen to be secluded with 
an unmarried divorcee. Furthermore, a Jewish man would be Biblically 
prohibited from Yichud with a non-Jewish woman who is married, because 
of the Torah commandment that a non-Jewish couple remain faithful to 
each other.



16 Y I C H U D  -  P A R T  I

Rema rules that a married Jewish woman who secludes herself with 
non-Jews is in the category of one who transgresses Torah laws. The Gra 
explains that this form of Yichud is a Torah prohibition.

רמ"א אבן העזר סימן קטו סעיף ד', ביאור הגר"א סקי"ט
אשת איש המתייחדת עם גוים מקרי עוברת על דת, וכתב הביאוה"ג הטעם שעוברת בזה על 

איסור דאורייתא. 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    317שלחן ערוך <הרגיל> - ז אה"ע קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  
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An area with an open door to a public domain is not subject to the 
prohibition of Yichud.

פתח פתוח לרשות הרבים
גמרא קידושין דף פא.

במקום שיש פתח פתוח לרשות הרבים אין חשש של יחוד.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    317שלחן ערוך <הרגיל> - ז אה"ע קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    172תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כא קידושין תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  



18 Y I C H U D  -  P A R T  I

There is no problem of Yichud if a door is open to a public domain. Pischai 
Teshuva adds that an open door would permit all situations of Yichud, 
including a man who is professionally involved with women, or if the men 
are perutzim. He adds that this exception is limited to times and places 
where people are normally found in the public domain. Late at night, or in 
remote areas, an open door would help.
The Chochmas Adam is unsure whether a public domain in the context of 
Yichud means anywhere that has three or more people, or if it must be a 
well-populated area. The consensus of the Poskim seems to be lenient in 
this regard.

שו"ע אבן העזר סימן כב סעיף ט' , פ"ת סק"ט וסק"י
בבית שפתוח לרשות הרבים אין חשש יחוד. וע' בפ"ת שזה מהני אפילו למי שעסקו עם הנשים 
או פרוצים וכדו'. אך כתב שכ"ז דוקא במקום וזמן שיש עוברים ושבים שם, משא"כ במקום או 

בזמן שאין עוברים ושבים, כגון בשעות הלילה, אין היתר. 
ג' בני אדם, או צריך דוקא  עוד הביא שהחכמ"א הסתפק אם מהני שפתוח למקום שיש שם 

מקום של רבים.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    610שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כט אה"ע א (א - כה) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  
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If the wife of a Kohen was forcibly secluded with a non-Jew behind closed 
doors, Rashba writes that the woman is only forbidden to her husband if 
the doors were locked. Whereas, if the doors were merely closed but others 
could walk in, the woman is still permitted to her husband because “this 
is not Yichud”.

שו"ת הרשב"א ח"א סימן אלף רנא
אשת כהן שנתייחדה עם גוי וסתמו הדלתות, כתב הרשב"א שלכאו' נאסרה בכך. אך כתב שאם 
הי' רק סתום ולא נעול במנעול "אין זה יחוד", דכל שאינו נעול במנעול ירא שמא יכנס אחר 

שלא ברשות.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    610שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כט אה"ע א (א - כה) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  
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Bais Meir rejects the plain reading of the Rashba, claiming that seclusion 
behind a closed door is certainly Yichud even if it is not locked. 
Consequently, he claims there is a typographical error in the Rashba. This 
opinion is accepted by several other Achronim.

שו"ת רעק"א קמא סימן ק'
הבית מאיר הביא את דברי הרשב"א שמשמע שפתח סתום ולא נעול אינו בגדר יחוד, ודחה את 
דבריו והעלה שהוא ט"ס וצ"ל "אין זה יסוד", דודאי כל שהפתח סתום מקרי יחוד. ושם בסימן 

ק"א הסכים רעק"א לדבריו.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    234שו"ת רבי עקיבא איגר <ספרי אור החיים> - א איגר, עקיבא בן משה עמוד מס  
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Radvaz discusses whether the exception of “an open door” is to be 
understood literally, concluding that it is not. The primary factor is whether 
the inhabitants have reason to suspect they will be seen by others. On the 
contrary, even if there is no physical door at all it would still be considered 
Yichud if they are in a dark or hidden area. He proves this by citing the 
Rashba with the plain reading mentioned above.

שו"ת רדב"ז ח"א סימן קכא
כל שיש חשש  חילוק אלא  אין  וכתב שבאמת  פתוחה,  יחוד אם הדלת  דן אם מקרי  הרדב"ז 
שאנשים יכולים לראותם אין זה יחוד, ואם אין חשש כזה, כגון שהם באפילה או תחת מרגלות 
המטה, אפילו אין שם דלת כלל אסור. ולבסוף הביא את דברי הרשב"א כצורתם, ודלא כהבית 

מאיר הנ"ל.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    50שו"ת הרדב"ז - א בן זמרא, דוד בן שלמה אבי (רדב"ז) עמוד מס  
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    51שו"ת הרדב"ז - א בן זמרא, דוד בן שלמה אבי (רדב"ז) עמוד מס  
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Further Iyun: In a lengthy discussion of whether a closed door that is 
unlocked solves the issue of Yichud, Binyan Tziyon rules that if people 
might walk in unannounced then the closed door alone would not 
constitute Yichud.

ליתר עיון: שו"ת בנין ציון ח"א סימן קלח
מפלפל בענין דלת סתומה ולא נעולה, ומסיק שכל שיש חשש שיבא אדם לשם בלי רשות לא 

נקרא יחוד ע"י סגירת הדלת לחוד.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    115בנין ציון, ובנין ציון החדשות אטלינגר, יעקב יוקב בן אהרן עמוד מס  

ליתר עיון
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    116בנין ציון, ובנין ציון החדשות אטלינגר, יעקב יוקב בן אהרן עמוד מס  
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The Chazon Ish is quoted as ruling that one may be secluded behind a 
closed, unlocked door during regular daytime hours, because occasionally 
people do walk in without waiting for permission.

ספר דבר הלכה, סימן ג' סק"ו
כתב בשם החזון איש שבשעות היום שאנשים רגילים להיות בחוץ, מותר להתייחד כשהדלת 

סתומה ולא נעול, כיון שיש איזה אנשים שיכנסו בלי לדפוק על הדלת.
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The Steipler testifies that the Chazon Ish considered an unlocked door to 
be “open” with regard to Yichud.

ספר קריינא דאיגרתא, ח"ב סימן תכט
הסטייפלער כתב בשם החזו"א ועוד כמה פוסקים להקל בפתח סתום ולא נעול שדינו כפתח 

פתוח לרה"ר.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    144קריינא דאגרתא <מהדורה חדשה> - ב קנייבסקי, יעקב ישראל בן חיים פרץ עמוד מס  
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Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky suggests that the Poskim aren’t actually 
disagreeing in Halacha, rather in practical custom. In areas where people 
will open an unlocked door unannounced, then a closed, unlocked door is 
still considered open. In other areas, where people would not do so, then 
the door must actually be open. Practically, he rules that one should be 
stringent in situations of Yichud d’oraysa, but can be lenient in situations 
of Yichud d’rabanan.

אמת ליעקב על שו"ע אבן העזר סימן כב הערה ח'
זצ"ל כתב שבאמת לא פליגי הפוסקים בדין, אלא שחלוק במציאות של  יעקב קמנצקי  הג"ר 
המקום אם נכנסים בלי לדפוק על הדלת כל שאינו נעול.  אך הסיק שלמעשה יש להחמיר בכ"מ 

שהוא יחוד דאורייתא, אבל ביחוד דרבנן אפשר להקל בדלת סתומה ולא נעולה.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    412אמת ליעקב - ד' חלקי שו"ע קמנצקי, יעקב עמוד מס  
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Rav Moshe takes the approach that “an open door” is completely subjective 
to the situation. If people will not walk in or question why the door is 
closed, then it must be left open. In scenarios where visitors are likely, and 
they would expect to be let in immediately, then even a locked door would 
be considered “open”. Additionally, if there is a window which reveals the 
goings-on to a casual passer-by, this would also be the equivalent of an 
open door. On the other hand, in areas where there is no fear of intrusion, 
such as during the late hours of the night, Yichud would be altogether 
forbidden.

אגרות משה אבה”ע ח"ד סימן סה אות ב', ד', וה'
"מירתת" שיבואו  יש  זצ"ל כתב שהכל תלוי במציאות הדברים אם  פיינשטיין  הג"ר משה  גם 
אחרים פתאום. והוסיף לחדש שאפילו אם הדלת נעולה, אם הם במקום שמוכרחים לפתוח תיכף 
כשדופקים על הדלת, ג"ז נקרא פתח פתוח. וכן אם יש חלון הפתוח לרה"ר ודרך החלון יכולים 
להרגיש מה שנעשה בתוך הבית, אין שם איסור יחוד. וכ"ז במקומות וזמנים שיש עוברים ושבים, 

אבל בלילה וכדו' שליכא מירתת, בכל אופן אסור.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    127אגרות משה - ז (אה"ע ד, חו"מ ב) פיינשטיין, משה בן דוד עמוד מס  
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Even in situations that require the main door be physically open, one may 
allow a storm-door to be closed, because it is normal for visitors to open a 
storm-door unannounced.

עץ חיים- פסקי הגרי"א הכהן פארכהיימער שליט"א אות א'
פסק שאפילו במקום שהדלת צריכה להיות פתוחה ממש, כגון ביחוד דאורייתא, מ"מ אם הדלת 

.)storm-door( פתוחה מותר, אפילו אם סוגרים את דלת המסך

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    127אגרות משה - ז (אה"ע ד, חו"מ ב) פיינשטיין, משה בן דוד עמוד מס  
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THE DEFINITION OF YICHUD:

The Mishnah in Kiddushin says that a man should not be in solitude with 
two women. Therefore, it is obvious that a man should certainly not be 
alone with one woman. The reason for this prohibition is because of 
concerns that a man who is alone with one or two women may come to 
do an aveirah. According to the Mishna, one woman being alone with 
two men is not a transgression of yichud [This will be qualified below].

The Gemara asks: Where do we find a remez (hint) to the prohibition of 
the yichud in the Torah?

The Gemara answers that the verse says, “If your brother, the son of 
your mother, convinces you to sin…” Why does the pasuk refer to your 
brother as “the son of your mother”? Would the son of your father be 
any different? The Gemara says that this hints to the fact that a son 
may be isolated alone with his mother, but is prohibited to be alone 
with any other woman because he might come to sin.  

Here, the Gemara refers to this as a “remez” to yichud from the Torah. 
It is not clear if it is saying that yichud is actually forbidden m’dohraysa. 
The Gemara in Avodah Zara, however, seems to say clearly that it 
is forbidden m’dohraysa for a man to have yichud with an “ervah,” a 
woman who is forbidden to him, such as a married woman. The beis 
din of Dovid Hamelech then enacted a Rabbinic prohibition for a man 
to be alone with an unmarried woman. Later, in the times of Hillel and 
Shamai, a new Rabbinic prohibition was enacted to forbid yichud even 
with a non-Jewish woman. 

It should be mentioned that a niddah is also an ervah. In olden times, 
even single girls would go to the mikvah, and therefore, were not always 
assumed to be niddahs. Today, single girls do not go to the mikvah; 
therefore, we can assume that any girl above the age of bas mitzvah is 
a niddah, which would mean that there is a prohibition m’dohraysa to 
be alone together with them. The only times when yichud would be 
d’rabanan would be if a male was alone with a female under the age of 
bas mitzvah or a non-Jewish woman. 

Additionally, the Acharonim say that it is only prohibited d’ohraysa 
for one man to be alone with one woman. If a man is alone with two 
women, this is only prohibited m’derabanan. 

A ramification of whether cases of yichud are forbidden m’dohraysa or 
m’derabanan will be in cases of halachic uncertainty, as we know that 
one must always act stringently in cases of d’ohraysa, and one may 
sometimes be more lenient in cases of d’rabanan.  

WHEN YICHUD MAY NOT APPLY:

The Gemara discusses a number of cases where the prohibition of 
yichud may not apply. 

For example, the Gemara says that if the woman’s husband is in town, 
there is no concern of yichud. Since the husband may come at any time, 

there is no concern that the man and woman will sin together, which 
exempts this case from the prohibition (Rashi seems to learn that this 
does not mean that yichud in such an instance is permitted, rather, the 
Gemara merely means that the man and woman are not punished if 
they do yichud when the husband is in town. Tosafos, however, learns 
that the Gemara’s intent is that yichud is permitted, and the Shulchan 
Aruch rules like Tosafos). The practical applications of this will be 
discussed in a later shiur.

AN OPEN DOOR:

The Gemara further says that if a man and woman are secluded in 
a room but the door is open to a public place, there is no problem 
of yichud. Because passersby could come in at any time, there is no 
concern that the two will commit a sin, so the prohibition of yichud 
does not apply.   

This is very relevant in an office setting and leads to a common 
question. A male boss may need to meet with a female employee. 
While there are many people working in the larger office, the boss and 
female employee are alone in his private office.  Would the problem 
of yichud be averted if the door is closed but left unlocked? When the 
Gemara permits yichud in cases when the door is open, does this mean 
that it literally needs to be wide open, or is it sufficient for the door to 
be unlocked? 

Similarly, what if a man and woman are working alone in an office, but 
the door is left unlocked to the rest of the office building, where many 
people are walking around in the hallway? Is the closed but unlocked 
door sufficient to permit them to be alone in their office? 

The Rashba (Teshuvos Harashba) seems to say that a door does not 
need to literally be open to avoid a problem of yichud, and an unlocked 
door would suffice. The Rabenu Yona (Sefer Hayirah) and Radvaz 
(Teshuvos HaRadvaz) seem to say the same. 

However, there is a machlokes amongst the Acharonim regarding this. 
In a correspondence with Rav Akiva Eiger (cited in Teshuvas Rav Akiva 
Eiger), the Bais Meir says that he believes that it is obvious that the 
door has to actually be open, and being unlocked is not enough. He 
suggests that the abovementioned Teshuvah of Rashba, where he 
seems to permit yichud with a closed but unlocked door, is actually 
a printing mistake, and Rav Akiva Eiger seems to agree with him. 
However, other Acharonim, including the Binyan Tzion, do quote this 
Rashba as the practical halacha.  

CONTEMPORARY OFFICE SHAILOS: 

As a practical matter, this question actually comes up quite often, as it 
is usually not practical to actually leave the door open during a private 
business meeting and a male and female often need to meet privately 
to discuss business matters. There is a major machlokes amongst 
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contemporary Poskim regarding the practical halacha in such a case. 

The Chazon Ish is quoted (in Sefer Devar Halacha and Kraina D’Igresa) 
as taking a lenient approach that a man and woman would be afraid to 
sin behind an unlocked door, so no problem of yichud would apply even 
if the door is closed. 

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky (Sefer Emes L’Yaakov) is quoted as suggesting 
a different approach. He said that it would depend on societal norms. 
In some places, it is accepted that a person could knock on a door, and, 
if it is unlocked, simply walk in on his own. In such places, there would 
be a fear that someone could come in at any time, so there would be 
no prohibition of yichud. In other places, it is accepted that even after 
a person knocks on a door, he does not walk in on his own until being 
allowed in. In such places, there is no fear that anyone will suddenly 
walk in even if the door is unlocked, so there would be a problem of 
yichud unless the door is actually open. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION: 

Practically speaking, since the halacha is unclear, Rav Yaakov ruled that 
in instances where the prohibition would be a d’ohraysa, such as one 
man being secluded with one Jewish woman, one should be stringent 
and not be secluded when a door is closed and unlocked. Whereas, if 
it is only a question of a d’rabanan, such as one man meeting with two 
women or with one non-Jewish woman, he can be lenient in such a 
situation.

It should be noted that there are some instances where even cases 
of d’rabanan would be prohibited. For example, accountants tend to 
stay very late at work during tax season. If one male and two female 
accountants stayed at work until 9 or 10pm, when the rest of the office 
building is deserted, leaving the door unlocked would not be a solution 
at all, as it is open to an empty place and not to a public area.   

Rav Moshe Feinstein (Igros Moshe) takes a different approach. Rav 
Moshe explains that in some settings, it is expected for a person to 
answer the door when someone knocks. For example, if someone is 
home at 2pm and his friend knocks on the door, he is expected to 
open it. If he wouldn’t open his door, his friend would wonder what 
was going on. For this reason, the door is considered “open”, and there 
would be no problem of yichud at such times. 

On the other hand, at 9 or 10pm a person may choose not to open his 
door to a visitor, and this would not be considered unusual; therefore, 
the door is considered “closed”, as the people inside would not be 
afraid to commit a sin, and it would be a problem of yichud even if the 
door is unlocked unless it is literally wide open for the public outside 
to look in. 

Accordingly, in an office setting, if it is normal for employees to knock 
on the boss’s door and to expect him to let them in, there would be 
no problem of yichud. If, however, it is normal for the boss to ignore 
knocks on his door, he would have no fear of being caught doing a sin, 
so there would be a problem of yichud even if the door is unlocked and 
the only solution would be to actually leave it open. 

It should be added that there are other possible ways to avoid the 
problem altogether. For example, if there is a large window through 
which passersby can see into the office, and the meeting is at a time 
when there are others around, there would be no problem at all. 

NON-JEWISH PASSERSBY:

What if the door opens to a public area, but all the passersby in that 
area are non-Jews? Is that sufficient to take care of yichud problems? 

This problem often comes up when Jewish people work in non-Jewish 
homes. For example, there are Jewish therapists who provide services 
to non-Jewish children in their homes, which may be located in a non-
Jewish city. Sometimes, the only ones in the house are the therapist, 
the very young child and the child’s father. Would leaving the door 
open take care of the yichud problem? 

To answer this question, we first would have to determine if it is 
forbidden m’dohraysa or m’derabanan for a Jewish woman to be 
secluded with a non-Jewish man. We previously said that a Jewish man 
being alone with a non-Jewish woman is only forbidden m’derabanan. 
Is the same true about a Jewish woman with a non-Jewish man? 

The answer is no. The Biur HaGra says clearly that it is forbidden 
m’dohraysa. This would mean that according to Rav Yaakov, the door 
would have to actually be open to a public place to avoid yichud 
problems and being unlocked would not be enough. According to Rav 
Moshe, it would be permitted only if the situation were such that the 
man would feel compelled to open the door if someone knocked.  

In any case, even these leniencies would only apply in this instance if 
non-Jewish passersby have the same status as Jewish people regarding 
this halacha. I asked this question to Rav Yaakov Forcheimer, and he 
answered that the fact remains that people would be afraid to commit 
a sin when other people are passing by, even if they are not Jewish; 
therefore, non-Jewish passersby would have the same status as Jews.   

A SCREEN OR STORM DOOR:

I also heard from Rav Forcheimer that even in the instances discussed 
above where halacha mandates that a door be actually left open, it is 
acceptable for a screen or storm door to be left closed but unlocked. 

As long as the main door is open, the fact that a screen door or storm 
door is closed is not a problem because people coming to knock on the 
door will typically open the screen or storm door, lean in and knock on 
the open main door, which means that the fear factor would still exist. 

IF THE NON-JEWISH WOMAN IS MARRIED:

We mentioned that in a case where a Jewish man is alone with a non-
Jewish woman yichud is only prohibited m’derabanan; however, some 
Poskim say that this is only the case if she is unmarried, but if she is 
married it would be prohibited m’dohraysa. 

They explain that there is a positive mitzvah of “v’adavak b’ishto” that 
applies to non-Jews, which means that a married non-Jew must be 
faithful to their partner. If Yichud m’dohraysa applies to any forbidden 
relationship, then it would be Yichud m’dohraysa to be secluded with a 
married non-Jewish woman. According to this opinion, if one follows 
Rav Yaakov’s approach it would be forbidden to be alone with a 
married non-Jewish woman behind a closed but unlocked door. Other 
Poskim disagree with this and opine that seclusion with a married non-
Jewish woman would not be Yichud m’dohraysa. When I spoke about 
this question with Rav Shmuel Kamenetsky, he told me that one can 
rely on the lenient opinion. 
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transcendent feeling of his accomplishment. Truly sublime and the envy of his peers. 

Contemporary businessmen have their own, unique, ‘siyum hashas’ at the completion of Yorucha 
corriculum. It is the moral imperative of a frum yid, and now accessible to all.

The hadran alach of Yorucha is the ultimate badge of honor and medal of distinction for the businessman 
of our times.

Similar to a sofer who, with his intensive knowledge of  hilchos safrus, is confident and secure in the 
propriety of his profession; so, too, businessmen will gain the peace of mind knowing with conviction that 
they ply their trade be’emunah uveyosher. 

This ambitious project will harness 
the collective expertise of a team 
comprised of advanced talmidei 
chachamim, experienced, seasoned 
Dayanim, that are well versed in 
corporate practice and common 
business norms. 

Collaborating with a talented group of 
editors and writers, they have created 
a syllabus and curriculum of study, with 
accompanying shiurim and personal 
guidance, enabling participants to have 
the tools to proclaim with confidence, 
“Yes. Nossasi venosati be’emunah!” 

What How

Why

The core curriculum is segmented in modules, 
and can be learned as an individual self paced; 
or, participants can join chaburos coordinated 
by the Bais HaVaad for those that desire 
group study. Page by page, step by step, the 
learning will be facilitated with a daily audio 
“Blatt shiur” guiding the participant through 
the sources as well as a weekly video shiur 
presented on each topic by Dayanim that will 
share fundamental and practical applications 
of the sugya covered.

 Daily practical Q&A applications of the 
subject matter will be offered alongside 
through the Business Halacha Daily series.

I N - D E P T H  B U S I N E S S  H A L A C H A  C U R R I C U L U M



* Number of weeks for this topic

C re  
Curriculum

(subject to change)

P A R T  I  

Business Halacha 
Fundamentals

Elul 5780 

 • Dina D’malchusa Dina- 2*
҇ Obligation to Adhere to Civil Law
҇ How Civil Law Impacts Agreements Between Two 

Parties
 • Common Business Practice & Minhag Mevatel  

Halacha - 2
҇ What Constitutes a Minhag
҇ How Minhag Impacts Employment, Tenancy, 

Partnerships and Real Estate Deals etc.

Tishrei 5781 (Expanded Yom Tov Edition)
 • Business and Employment on Chol Hamoed

P A R T  I I 

Setting Up A Kosher 
Business

Winter 5781

 • Introduction to Choshen Mishpat & Business Halacha -1 

 • Gezel - 3
 • Gezel Akum, Ta’os and Mate' Akum -2 
 • Geneivas Da’as - 1
 • Acceptable Marketing - 1
 • Halachic Considerations of Corporate Gifting - 1
 • Halachos of Employment -4

҇ Backing Out
҇ Where Backing Out Causes a Loss
҇ Working Pro Bono and Hiring Jewish 
҇ Obligations of Employer and Employee

 • Halachic Deals and Documents - 4
҇ Understanding Asmachta
҇ Agreements and Kinyan Devarim 
҇ The Halachic “Agreement Validation” Clause
҇ Non-Competes and Non-Circumvent 

Agreements 
 • Partnerships & Corporations - 4

҇ Structuring
҇ Legal Entities and Trusts
҇ Management
҇ Divisions of Profits and Losses

Nissan 5781  
(Expanded Yom Tov Edition)
 • Corporate Chametz - The Issues and the Solutions
 • Isurei Hana’ah 

P A R T  I I I

Maintaining A Kosher 
Business

Summer 5781 -  
Commitments & Kinyanim
 • Hasagas Gevul & Competition - 4

҇  Ani Hamehapech
҇  Ma'arufiya

 • Kinyanim Expounded - 4
҇ Mechusar Amana
҇ Mi Shepara
҇ Situmta and Kinyanim of the Marketplace

 • Ona’ah - 2 
 • Mekach Ta’os- 3

P A R T  I  

Business Halacha 
Fundamentals

P A R T  I I 

Setting Up A Kosher 
Business

P A R T  I I I

Maintaining A Kosher 
Business



Summer Break 5781 (Special Edition)
 • Tzedaka and Maaser - 8

Tishrei 5782 (Yom Tov Edition)
 • Pruzbul and other Shemitah Topics

Winter 5782 - 1st Semester 

 • Loans and Guarantees - 2
 • Collections and Bankruptcy- 2
 • Ribbis Fundamentals - 3
 • Heter Iska - 1
 • Ribbis by way of Commerce -4

Winter 5782 - 2nd Semester 
 • Gerama, Garmi, Professional  Advice  

& Malpractice- 4 
 • Lashon Harah in Business - 2
 • Yichud and Gender Related Practices  

in the Marketplace -4

Nissan 5782  (Yom Tov Edition)
 • Avodah Zara and Business - 2
 • Maintaining a Facility on Pesach

Summer 5782 - 
When Things Don’t Go As Expected:
 • Bais Din - 4
 • Din and Lifnim Mishuras Hadin - 2 
 • Arka’os - 2
 • Quitting, Firing, and Severance - 2
 • Partnership Dissolution - 2
 • Shabbos & Commerce - 8

Summer Break 5782 (Special Edition)
 • Shabbos & Commerce - 8

Choshen Mishpat Supplemental Track
 • More In-Depth and Intricate Learning of Previous Topics 
 • Nizkei Shcheinim
 • Mazik, Garmi, and Halachic Torts
 • Hashavas Aveida
 • Mitzva of Lending
 • Yerusha and Trusts
 • Trustees and Executors
 • Shomrim and Fiduciaries
 • Shluchim and Agents
 • Harsha’a and Power of Attorney
 • The Shibuda D’Reb Nosson Law
 • Hefker, Pruzbul, and Other Choshen Mishpat Topics

Real Estate Track:
 • General Real Estate
 • Bar Metzra
 • Acquisitions and Ani Hamehapech
 • Lo Sachmod
 • Brokerage
 • Landlord/Tenant
 • Zoning Laws
 • Rent Control and Evictions
 • Fix and Flip
 • Administrations and Boards 

HealthCare Track:
 • Shabbos and Yom Tov
 • The Kosher Kitchen and Lifnei Iver
 • Foodservice Arrangements
 • Partnerships and Ownership Structure
 • Ancillary Businesses 
 • Finance and Ribbis
 • Nursing and Housekeeping 
 • The Halachic Home; Eruv, Mezuza, Tevilas Keilim, and Medication
 • Compliance and Fiduciary
 • Hiring and Poaching
 • Avodah Zara and Chukas Hagoyim Issues
 • End of Life and Other Medical Matters 

Finance and Ribbis Track:
 • Introduction: Understanding Ribbis
 • Ribbis of Non Jews and Mumar
 • Foreign Currencies & Commodities: Se'ah Bese'ah Applications
 • Corporate Lending & Borrowing
 • Credit Unions - Ownership in Ribbis Entities
 • Credit Unions: Paying Ribbis by Court Order
 • Pesika:Deposits & Price Guarantees
 • Tarsha- Paying for Credit & Early Bird Specials
 • Arvus & Ribbis: Cosigning on a Non Jew's Loan
 • Arvus & Ribbis: Cosigning on a Ribbis Loan
 • Differentiating Between Expenses & Interest: Defining the Two
 • Ribbis in Partnerships
 • Ribbis in Contracts - Capital Calls and Late Fees
 • Deal Syndication & the Real Estate Process From Negotiation to Closing
 • Ribbis as a Knas: Fines & Penalties
 • Purchasing Tax Liens and Mortgage Bundles
 • Using a Purchased Item When the Sale was Reversed
 • Selling Conditional on Reversing the Sale
 • Ribbis Responsibilities of Lawyers, Brokers, and Witnesses
 • Review of Ribbis Fundamentals
 • Hard Money Loans & Heter Iska - Kulo Pikadon; Chatzi Milve
 • Heter Iska- The Approach of Reb Moshe Feinstein
 • Heter Iska Klali and Loans Specified to be Al Pi Heter Iska
 • Ribbis Mukdemes - Ribbis MeUcheres
 • Ribbis Devarim
 • Defining Ribbis: Gifts, Favours and Charitable Donations

P A R T  I V

Industry-Specific & In-Depth 
Supplemental Tracks



CURRENT YORUCHA CHABUROS

TO CREATE OR JOIN CHABURA CONTACT US 
  732.232.1412     888.485.VAAD(8223) #302      yorucha@baishavaad.org     baishavaad.org/yorucha 

BAL HARBOUR, FL 
R' Yakov Tzvi Blejer 
Rabbi Zelig Privalsky

BALTIMORE 
Khal Ahavas Yisroel Tzemach 
Tzedek 
Rabbi Dovid Heber 
Rabbi Mordechai Shuchatowitz 
Rabbi Shaul Elchonon Sofer

BELLE HARBOR, NY
Congregation Bais Yehuda 
R' Dovid Semel

BOSTON 
Congregation Chai Odom 
Rav Dovid Moskovitz

BROOKLYN
Bais Aharon (Felder's) 
Rabbi Heshy Wolf 

Beis Hamedrash Of Flatbush 
Rabbi Tzvi Yaakov Zolty 
Rabbi Moshe Arieff

Flatbush Park Jewish Center 
Rabbi Eli Moskovitz 
Rabbi Yisroel Perelson 

Magen Avraham 
Rabbi Duvi Bensoussan 
Rabbi Eliezer Elbaz

Yad Yosef Torah Center 
Rabbi Eddie Kassin

CATSKILL REGION  
Tamarack Hills - Ellenville  
Rav Dovid Grossman

CHICAGO
Agudas Yisroel of  
West Rogers Park 
Rabbi Moshe Scheinberg 

Shaarei Tzedek Mishkan Yair 
Rabbi Reuven Gross 
Rabbi Yishai Broner

CINCINNATI 
Cincinnati Community Kollel
Rav Meir Minster

CLEVELAND 
Beis Doniel 
Rabbi Dovid Aron Gross

DALLAS
Congregation Toras Chaim
Rabbi Yaakov Rich

DETROIT
Lakewood Kollel 
Rabbi Boruch Miller 
R' Eli Blumenkehl

FAIRLAWN 
Rabbi David Pardo

FAR ROCKAWAY
Khal Zichron Moshe Dov 
Rabbi Ahron Stein

Sulitzer Bais Medrash 
Rabbi Avrohom Hartman

GATESHEAD, UK 
Rabbi Dov Oppenheimer

GIBRALTAR
Massias Hall 
Rabbi Rafi Bitan

JACKSON
Khal East Veterans  
Rabbi Baruch Issac

HOUSTON
Meyerland Minyan 
Rabbi Menachem Bressler 
Rabbi Shea Lazenga

LAKEWOOD
Bais HaVaad 
Rav Dovid Grossman

Bais Medrash Ohev Yisroel 
Dayan Shmuel Honigwachs 
Reb Shaya Ellinson

Bais Medrash of Chestnut 
Rabbi Yosef Greenfeld 

Bernath and Rosenberg 
Rav Baruch Fried 
R' Yossi Schuck 
R' Yehoshua Wolf 

Bitbean 
Rabbi Aryeh Caplan 
R' Ephraim Arnstein

Clearstream Chabura 
Rabbi Yosef Fund 
R' Yitzy Rosenbaum

Kehal Nachlas Yaakov  
Rabbi Mayer Boruch Turin 
R' Moshe Netzer 

Kehilas Heartstone 
Rabbi Zecharia Wiesenfeld 
Rabbi Avrohom Ellman 

Madison Executive Offices 
Rabbi Doniel Dombroff

Minyan Avreichim Sefaradi 
Rav Ariel Ovadia

LAWRENCE
Greater Five Towns Chaburah 
(In Formation)  
Reb Yakov Lowinger 
Rabbi Mattisyahu Blumenthal

Yeshiva Gedolah Ateres Yaakov 
Rabbi Yisroel Gold

LOS ANGELES 
Bait Aaron Torah  
Outreach Center 
Rabbi Moshe Nourollah 
R' Avraham Hirshberg 

Kollel of LA 
Rabbi Zalmen Frager

LIDO BEACH 
Lido Beach Synagogue 
Reb Yakov Lowinger

MARGATE 
Young Isreal of Margate NJ
Rabbi Yankey Orimland

MINNEAPOLIS
Minneapolis Kollel
Rabbi Maeier Kutoff 
Rabbi Binyomin Stoll 

Yeshiva of Minneapolis 
Rabbi Binyomin Stoll 

MONSEY
Brisker Kollel 
Rabbi Michoel Illes 

Congregation Torah Utfila
Rabbi Moshe Langer

Haverstraw Community 
Chabura 
Rabbi Tzvi Rubin

Khal Chaye Avraham 
Rav Yecheskel Spitzer 
Rabbi Eli Moskovitz

Monsey Night Kollel 
Rabbi Yisroel Sapirstein 
Reb Shimon Marlin

Zichron Yakov 
Rabbi Yehuda Russack 
R' Simcha Levi

NEW HAVEN  
Kollel of New Haven 
Rabbi Menachem Prescott 

PASSAIC 
Rabbi Yaakov Pascal

PHILADELPHIA 
Philadelphia Community Kollel 
Rabbi Yosef Prupas 
Rabbi Yaakov Baum

QUEENS
Congregation Ohr  
Bechor Halevi 
Rabbi Chaim Schwartz

RIVERDALE 
Riverdale Kollel 
Rabbi Michoel Ghermezian

ST. LOUIS 
St. Louis Chabura 
Rabbi Eliyahu Chaim Goldstone  
Reb Yaakov Klein

STATEN ISLAND 
Kehilas Niles 
Rabbi Dovid Waldman

TORONTO 
Kollel Ohel Yom Tov  
Rabbi Chesky Weiss

THORNHILL
Ateres Mordechai 
Thornhill Kollel 
Rabbi Yosef Rothbart

Kollel Ohr Yosef  
Rabbi Eli Kohananoo

WATERBURY 
Yeshiva Ateres Shmuel 
Rabbi Bernstein

WEST HEMPSTEAD 
Beis Medrash of  
West Hempstead 
Rabbi Dov Greer 

Young Israel of W. Hempstead 
Reb David Felt 
Reb Aaron Gershonowitz

WOODMERE 
Aish Kodesh 
Rabbi Yoni Levin 

Kehillas Bnai Hayeshivos 
Rabbi Shmuel Witkin
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R’ & Mrs. Ephraim Ostreicher - Far Rockaway, NY

R’ & Mrs. Yaakov Klein – St. Louis, MO
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R’ & Mrs. Shimshon Bienstock - Los Angeles, CA

R’ & Mrs. Tzvi Rieder - Monsey, NY

R’ & Mrs. Dovid Bloom - Far Rockaway, NY 
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& help disseminate this relevant  
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TO THOUSANDS WORLDWIDE!

  Become a Yorucha Founder  ............................................................ $25,000

  Dedicate a Month of Yorucha  ......................................................... $18,000

  Dedicate a Ma’areh Mekomos Booklet  ....................................... $12,000

  Yorucha Corporate Sponsorship  .................................................... $10,000

  Ma’areh Mekomos Booklet Distribution  ......................................  $5,000

  Single Topic Corporate Sponsorship  ................................................ $2,500 

  Sponsor a Week of Yorucha  ...........................................................… $1,800

  Sarei Elef  ...................................................................................................  $1,000

To become a Yorucha Sponsor or for other donation opportunities please contact 
Rabbi Chaim Belsky 732.276.1344 ext. #302   |   yorucha@baishavaad.org   |   www.baishavaad.org/donations/support-yorucha/
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As participants amass a broad and deep knowledge on an academic level directly from the source — coupled with real life 
scenarios presented by experienced Dayanim — they will acquire the clarity to determine not only what is a שאלה, but, more 
important - why. 

Only through עמלות בתורה — understanding the fundamentals of the subject — can one truly appreciate and internalize what 
defines right and wrong.

Similar to a sofer who, with his intensive knowledge of  hilchos safrus, is confident and secure in the propriety of his profession; 
so, too, businessmen will gain the peace of mind knowing with conviction that they ply their trade be’emunah uveyosher. 

This ambitious project will harness the 
collective expertise of a team comprised 
of advanced talmidei chachamim, 
experienced, seasoned Dayanim, 
that are well versed in corporate 
practice and common business norms. 
Collaborating with a talented group of 
editors and writers, they have created 
a syllabus and curriculum of study, with 
accompanying shiurim and personal 
guidance.

What How

Why

The core curriculum is segmented in modules, and can be 
learned as an individual self paced; or, participants can join 
chaburos coordinated by the Bais HaVaad for those that 
desire group study. Page by page, step by step, the learning 
will be facilitated with a daily audio “Blatt shiur” guiding the 
participant through the sources as well as a weekly video 
shiur presented on each topic by Dayanim that will share 
fundamental and practical applications of the sugya covered.

Daily practical Q&A applications of the subject matter will be 
offered alongside through the Business Halacha Daily series.

I N - D E P T H  B U S I N E S S  H A L A C H A  C U R R I C U L U M

M I S S I N  To facilitate and provide a framework for the frum businessman to gain the 
in-depth halachic knowledge he needs for contemporary business dealings. 

V I S I O N  Through increased knowledge and guidance,  Yorucha will elevate the frum 
public’s adherence to halacha as it pertains to choshen mishpat and standard business practices.

  888.485.VAAD(8223) #303

  yorucha@baishavaad.org
  baishavaad.org/yorucha 

JOIN THE  
YORUCHA INITIATIVE!

3 WAYS TO JOIN:
AS AN INDIVIDUAL

AS A COMMUNITY

AS A BUSINESS

Join the national Yorucha chabura together!

Tap into the physical or digital resources via 
hard copies, web, email and/or whatsapp.

Connect with Bais HaVaad Dayanim and 
Poskim for any questions you may have, as 
well as arranging study sessions with a Dayan, 
setting up a chavrusa, and more.

Reach out to organize a choshen mishpat 
chabura in your own shul.

Set up or join a community or shul chabura

Set up a Board Room Bais Medrash in your business

Mincha Learning In just 5 minutes a day, 
before or after Mincha, you can learn short, 
practical and insightful Business Halachos.

Weekly Lunch & Learn Join a deeper dive 
into the background of the halachos by 
understanding the sugya behind the halachos 
as well.

C U R R E N T 
C H A B U R O S

Baltimore  •  Belle Harbor  •  Boston   •  Brooklyn  •  Catskills  •  Chicago  •  Cincinnati  •  Cleveland  •  Dallas  •  Detroit  •  Fairlawn  •  Far Rockaway  
Gateshead, UK  •  Gibraltar • Houston •  Jackson  •  Lakewood  •  Lawrence  •  Los Angeles   •  Lido Beach  •  Margate  •  Minneapolis  •  Monsey   
Passaic  •  Philadelphia  •  Queens  •  Riverdale   •  St. Louis  •  Staten Island  •  Toronto  •  Waterbury  •  W. Hempstead   •  Woodmere




