t’}’ A PROJECT OF
Y BAIS HAVAAD

i

‘ﬂﬂ? HALACHA CENTER

Yoyrucna

IN-DEPTH BUSINESS HALACHA CURRICULUM

Yl
'NIN

NniNipn

NI'TT Xpnly

11010 NN
INONA YN [IWY NIDON

THE HALACHOS OF BROKERAGE
& LOSHON HARAH IN BUSINESS

THIS VOLUME HAS BEEN SPONSORED BY:
MORDECHAI AND CHAYA KLEIN

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL



&>

Business
Halacha
Services

Q&

Bais Din
& Dispute
Resolution

YOruche

IN-DEPTH BUSINESS HALACHA CURRICULUM

Yalyp
NN
Nninipn

NI'TT Xpniy

Prepared by Rav Aryeh Finkel and Rav Baruch Meir Levin;
Dayanim at the Bais HaVaad

Rav Dovid Grossman
Rosh Bais HaVaad

Rabbi Chaim Belsky
Head of Yorucha Development

Rav Baruch Fried
Dayan and Yorucha Project Editor

Rabbi Yaakov Tescher
Director of Torah Projects

)
Aprojectof . BAIS HAVAAD

W HALACHA CENTER

1.888.485.VAAD(8223) | @ 732.232.1412
WWW.BAISHAVAAD.ORG/YORUCHA
YORUCHA@BAISHAVAAD.ORG
105 RIVER AVENUE, SUITE #301, LAKEWOOD, NJ 08701

BAIS HAVAAD DIVISIONS

sfs %

Zichron Medical
Gershon Kollel Halacha

for Dayanus Center

Kehilla &
Bais Din Primacy
Initiative

=

Halachic Awareness
& Education




0'11Vn |DIN

710170 NIdYNn

[>TWI 11010 ' T - 'K PN

T N0 MIYWN AN VAW e
10 e 20VNn 2"yl NINYDY NWYW 1010 »
L e PNTN )INN N2NN DY YXp »
20 e 01p S2'P1 NPNN 1NAI X2 ONILNDW NY'01 T -
23 s 0'Sy2N 'YX D1 NWVY 100 .

D'>Win XOW 11010 - "2 pon
ANNX NNAI ,')'nnn 'NID0 o

................................................................................... NONNN XIPAI NN »
AL s DONWNY NVTOV NWY XD DX »
A5 e VYNXNKQ 12 7TN1 DINA NIWYD Nroan -«

IN0ON2a yan 1YY niddbn

2"XT 1DA?7N ANT "2 NN1 DNNAX M1"V?

wNmd 2I'nniII0'RN MTA - 'N pON

B oo VN IW2 0N NINEIPNA -«
B s NN P'M IIRY VN (1YY .
S SRR paliliaalelaiali )
B5 e "V WNMY" NI, NN VN [IW0 NO2p IO .

nbvind yvan 1wd - 'a phn

T B e ettt e e NOVIN NN »
T e N'WO1Y NI TWIIN TAY o
B ettt ae e s NOVIN 1" TINY o
99 s XyNn TwN pivo .

THIS VOLUME HAS BEEN SPONSORED BY:

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

ONE REAL ESTATE is a commercial and residential real estate brokerage based out of Lakewood NJ.
ONE REAL ESTATE focuses on selling and leasing commercial properties as well and selling residential homes in New Jersey.
Contact us today at 732-668-9898

YORUCHA CORPORATE SPONSORS:

A o) worldesk
il =4 ALLURE o n e

& :
FAMILY
THE SPRINGS TiEKdry C,q re HEALTHCARE SERVICES THE BAIS HAVAAD

https://worldesk.com/bais-havaad
ARKANSAS (7 [ A Lk, L EVAEE e L Shiko@worldesk.com | 646.772.7000



FOUNDERS & BUILDERS

In memory of

HARAV YOSEF GROSSMAN ZT"L

2"N7 ND1NA NWN 1" 2RIV QD1 200 1°Y7?

,2"12TIN 12 22 28w 1"Y?
N"y a2 "X N2 NX? ND12

MAAREH

DINA DMALCHUSA &
MINHAG BMAMMON

Dedication available

HALACHOS OF EMPLOYMENT

1 N2 270 NWRA | 2T nwn TR 12 NNty 1 1°y?
N1 NP NWRA | 22 112 2py pRxe 1 | 'Y nwn
Ny 07N 281 1

Dedicated by Mr. & Mrs. Avigdor Fried

CORPORATE CHAMETZ
Dedication available

Distribution sponsored by Reb Shimshon Bienstock
& Family
n honor of the Yorucha Chabura at the Kollel Los Angeles
and its Rosh Chabura - Rabbi Zalman Frager

COMMITMENTS & KINYANIM
Dedicated

2T NIXIYN 1N2N DNIN PNX* 1“2 1T DNNAX 11 1°Y21 1012
MNawN "y NXNN .N.2XILN TNYN D 2" 10a)

TZEDAKAH & MA'ASER I
Dedicated by the Yorucha Chabura at
IQH,I L 59

ZJCHRON DT
SHNEUR TN

in honor of their
Rosh Chabura
X"D"2W DY?2KR 282 20N

RIBBIS FUNDAMENTALS

This volume has been sponsored by
STEINMETZ ‘ LLLC
1TTORNEYS AT LAW

DT PNY? 2PY? 12 TNA DMNAR 12V
1Y IV TRD I N2 R2WI RT3V

BROKERAGE AND LASHON
HARAH IN BUSINESS

Dedication available

2"NXT IDA?N ANT 1”2 )NN1 DNN2AR 1 1"Y?

LOWINGER FAMILY
7NINY NWN N2 Xp1n « 2"1 120 °X 1212 nwn 1'Rn 1
TTAWYN NAXT2RA « 2"TLTIVAMN2AIA T = 0"y
Ny 0PN N2 DMN < 2T PRX 12N 1 0"y

172 MR. HOWARD
ZUCKERMAN Z”L

2"T NN’ NPA 122y’ "X 1
By his wife Mrs. Rosalyn Zuckerman

BARRY LEBOVITS
& FAMILY

ARYEH WEISS
& FAMILY

MEKOMOS DEDICATIONS

MISHPITEl HAMAMMON &
HILCHOS GEZEL

Dedication available

HALACHIC DEALS
& DOCUMENTS

Dedication available

PARTNERSHIPS & CORPORATIONS
Dedication available

Distribution sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Meir Futersak
2KV 21N 227 NN?w nNian mar?

ONAAH & MEKACH TAOS

Sponsored by
Frankel Rubin Klein, Attorneys at Law
Mayer S. Klein, Managing Partner

Solving serious business problems, n“1ya

SHEMITAH
& PRUZBUL

Dedicated

2"NT NDA?1 ANT 1”2 )NN1 DNNANR 111°V?

RIBBIS IN COMMERCE

2T DWn MR 112 nn?w 11°y?
2'TIW?N 112 2pY PRX* 1 | 0"y Awn 1 N2 N2%n nwWRn
N“V 07N 28122 1 N2 NP2 NWRN

Dedicated by Mr. and Mrs. Avigdor Fried

YICHUD AND
GENDER-RELATED ISSUES

Dedication available

GEZEL AKUM &
GENEIVAS DA’AS

Dedication available

BUSINESS & EMPLOYMENT
ON CHOL HAMOED

Dedication available

INFRINGEMENT & COMPETITION
Dedicated in memory of
Rav Yehuda Kelemer 7"xt
Young Israel W. Hempstead
Led by R’ David Felt,
R’ Aaron Gersh

Eitz Chayim Dogwood Park
Led by Rabbi Dov Greer

owitz

TZEDAKAH & MA'ASER |

Dedicated by the Yorucha Chabura at
Khal Zichron Moshe Dov - Far Rockaway, NY

n honor of their Mara D'asra and Rosh Chabura
Rav Aaron Eliezer Stein Shlit"a
v Iny .NNawn v*n N1 2KNY 1 Mo

LOANS, GUARANTORS,
& BANKRUPTCY

Dedicated by the Yorucha Chabura at
Lido Beach, NY in honor of their
Rosh Chaburah, Rabbi Yakov Lowinger

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE AND
MALPRACTICE

Dedication available

AVODAH ZARAH AND ISSUREI
HANA’AH

Dedication available

YORUCHA IS MADE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC FREE OF CHARGE THROUGH THE GENEROSITY OF VISIONARIES WHO HAVE FORESEEN THE COLLECTIVE IMPACT IT WILL HAVE ON COMMUNITIES AND INDIVIDUALS ALIKE.

CONTACT THE BAIS HAVAAD (INFO ON BACK COVER) TO DEDICATE A SIGNIFICANT CHELEK OF YORUCHA, AND HELP THOUSANDS NATION-WIDE GAIN A WORKING KNOWLEDGE OF BUSINESS HALACHA!




This section has been dedicated

?"X7 1Pa’n ANt 1”2 j)nna pNNax "11"y?
Who dedicated his life to Harbatzas Torah and Mitzvos, with a
specific focus on disseminating the Halachos of Lashon Harah
and the teachings of the Chafetz Chaim zt"l

Mmanar e




Sugya Introduction

Concepts that will be discussed in this topic
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You shall not go around as a gossipmonger
amidst your people. You shall not stand
by [the shedding of] your fellow's blood.
(Vayikroh 19:16)

The juxtaposition of the prohibition against
speaking Lashon Hara with the warning not
to stand idly by when a Jew is being harmed
highlights the difficulty often faced by the
bearer of negative information. To relate
the information may cause pain or loss to
the subject. Not to relay it may bring undue
harm or damage to the listener. One must be
proficient in the laws of Lashon Hara to know
whether and when one is permitted, and
often required, to share negative information.

Like all laws of interpersonal relationships,
the laws of Lashon Hara stem primarily
from the Halachos of Choshen Mishpat. The
harm caused by the Lashon Hara may well
fall under the category of grama b’nizakin,
indirect damages, and, indeed, the Chofetz
Chaim relies heavily on the halachos of
mazik when crafting his eponymous sefer on
the halachos of Lashon Hara. On the other
hand, the listener’s right to protect himself
against perceived harms is also sanctioned
by halacha, just as one may protect himself

against physical aggression.

In this segment we will be tracing several
areas of Hilchos Lashon Hara as they apply
to commerce, highlighting their roots in
Choshen Mishpat and related areas of
halacha. Forexample, may a supervisor report
negative information about an underling that
may cause them to lose their employment?
Is one permitted to leave negative product
reviews that will be seen by the public?

There is a well-known rule that Lashon Harais
permitted if it is said I'toeles, for the benefit
of the listener. This needs to be understood,
for one may certainly not steal or harm
another in order to benefit a third party, so
why would it be permitted to say Lashon
Hara about them? Even if there is no harm
to the subject, Lashon Hara is an aveirah, and
one may not transgress Shabbos or eat non-
Kosher in order to benefit another. So why is
this permitted?

Another area discussed is the right of an
accused to exonerate themselves from
wrongdoing if this will implicate someone
else, correctly or incorrectly. We will
discover a fundamental difference between
an accusation that has already been leveled,
and a potential accusation that hasn't yet
materialized.
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QUESTIONS ON
Loshon Harah in Business

Below are some practical scenarios that will apply to the material

Is it permitted to post negative reviews about a Jewish-
owned store or service? Likewise, is one allowed to read

0 negative online reviews?

When one is approached for If one is nervous
information about a Jewish about saying Lashon
establishment, is he supposed Harah can he

to lie and say everything is just abstain from

great? giving any negative
information to
anyone?

You are asked about an employee for a potential promotion.

You know that he didn’t get along with two other employees but
you're not sure if the fault was because of the other employees or
because of him, should you share that information?

Join BHD and receive a 3-5 minute video post
derived from the current Yorucha topic.

JOIN “BUSINESS HALACHA DAILY” TODAY!

For answers to these questions, and for more Q&A topics like these, visit baishavaad.org/daily
To sign up to the Business Halacha Daily WhatsApp group messages @ 732.232.1412
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Chazal use the strongest of terms regarding the sin of speaking
Lashon Hara, comparing it to a denial of Hashem, as it were, and to the
transgression of the three cardinal sins.
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The Rambam divides the prohibition of Lo Sailaich Rachil into two
categories: Rechilus - which is defined as sharing any information
which can cause harm or enmity, and Lashon Harah - which is sharing
denigrating information. As a rule, one may not share information which
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may cause, directly or even indirectly, damage or pain to another Jew.
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One may not speak forbidden Lashon Harah even if it will cause them to
lose their employment, or be ridiculed, or bring enmity upon themselves.
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The prohibition of Lashon Harah forbids indirectly causing harm to
another, even if the harm is merely a loss of potential profit.
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It is forbidden to share denigrating information even if it will not have any
effect upon the victim. One who does speak this way needs a kappara for
his sin. Elsewhere, the Chofetz Chaim clarifies that in such an instance
he merely needs a kappara towards Heaven, but he does not need to ask
mechila from the victim. This demonstrates that there are two distinct
aspects to Lashon Hara: a prohibition toward Heaven not to denigrate
Jews, and a prohibition toward one’s fellow man not to share information
that may indirectly cause him harm.
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During a consensual wrestling match, one player accidentally blinded his b2 7730 anth
opponent. The Rosh ruled that the perpetrator is not liable for the injury, OW M'an PT2 ,KON 1270 VIWR TWIN N
because he could not possibly play and yet avoid causing the injury, and  "xa71 202 )Y PN 191 YIRS 117a0 DX 907 DR TR ,NYNA PARNA DWIR DW

by agreeing to the match they had implicitly absolved each other. The  "x~n Snnnw nn Sy nwpn man p7am A ar b pran 5y K MNT MoD XY
Bais Yosef questions the reasoning of the Rosh, as usually one cannot 291085 1 K5 oraw XaDY LAY NN oYL DPDY DIK DY
preemptively “forgive” physical harm?
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Shulchan Aruch cites the ruling of the Rosh that one cannot be held liable
for an injury caused during a wrestling match. Sema explains that because
the parties were aware that they were putting themselves at risk, and the
injury was not intentional, they had both given up any claim of damages.
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A scholar appointed to examine the knowledge of a potential chassan,
must give an accurate assessment to the father of the girl even if it is
negative, but must take heed not to exaggerate the boy’s flaws. This is not
Lashon Harah because both sides agreed to this exam willingly. This would
generally apply to all employees, staff, students etc. who knowingly enter
into a framework that includes people who will be reviewing and reporting
to others about them. The appointed supervisors must report accurately
to their superiors, but must be careful not to exaggerate at all.
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A supervising doctor may instruct his assistant to take notes about
patients or other doctors even if this includes negative information,
because this system that requires such methods of input is well-known
and thus implicitly agreed to by those who visit this practice. This would
seemingly apply to people who choose to do business within a framework
that relies upon customer or peer reviews and the like, e.g. sellers on
Amazon. It would be permitted to leave honest reviews even if they are
negative, because this is a known and necessary aspect of using the
platform.
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It is forbidden to accept negative information regarding another Jew.
However, one may, and in fact must, take necessary precautions in case
the information is true. Therefore, Chazal castigate Gedalya ben Achikom
for not heeding the words of the informant that Yishmael intended to
kill him thereby causing his own death and that of many others. For this
reason, R’ Tarfon refused to provide asylum to Jews who were accused of
murder, because in the event it was true he himself would be put in danger.
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Although one who hears unsubstantiated Lashon Harah is expected to
take precautionary measures, it is forbidden to cause any harm or shame
to the alleged perpetrator, and one may not even hate him for it.
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One must take heed not to accept unsubstantiated Lashon Haraheven as

a real possibility, and

he must still act toward the alleged perpetrator as he

would with any other Jew. He is only permitted to take action to protect
himself from harm. Likewise, one who is aware of unsubstantiated Lashon
Harah that may affect others must warn them to protect themselves from

harm.
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The Chofetz Chaim clarifies that one may only notify others of
unsubstantiated Lashon Harah that may affect them if he assumes they
will not take any action to harm the alleged perpetrator. Whereas, if he
assesses that they will take such action, and certainly if they will overreact,
he must refrain from notifying them.
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When one has information about a potential perpetrator, but is unsure
whether this will lead to actual harm to others, the Chofetz Chaim presents
three possibilities: 1. If sharing the information will not cause any harm at
all to the perpetrator, one must share the information. 2. If it will cause
direct harm to the perpetrator that he does not deserve according to
Halacha, one may not share it. 3. If it will only cause indirect harm, such as
damage to his reputation, the Chofetz Chaim remains unsure whether one
should share the information. [He does say conclusively that withholding
the information in such an instance would not be a violation of “/lo saamod
al dam rayecha™.]
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Yorucha

IN-DEPTH BUSINESS HALACHA CURRICULUM

To facilitate and provide a framework for the frum businessman to gain the
in-depth halachic knowledge he needs for contemporary business dealings.

Through increased knowledge and guidance, Yorucha will elevate the frum
public’s adherence to halacha as it pertains to choshen mishpat and standard business practices.

What How

This ambitious project will harness the e core s, and can be
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s and eurenium or s Daily practical Q&A applications of the subject matter will be

offered alongside through the Business Halacha Daily series.
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important - why.
Only through NN N17nV — understanding the fundamentals of the subject — can one truly appreciate and internalize what
defines right and wrong.
Similar to a sofer who, with his intensive knowledge of hilchos safrus, is confident and secure in the pre
0, businessmen will gain the peace of mind knowing with conviction that they ply their trade ¢
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Rabbi Yankey Orimland

MINNEAPOLIS
Minneapolis Kollel
Rabbi Maeier Kutoff
Rabbi Binyomin Stoll

Yeshiva of Minneapolis
Rabbi Binyomin Stoll

MONSEY
Brisker Kollel
Rabbi Michoel llles

Congregation Torah Utfila
Rabbi Moshe Langer

Haverstraw Community
Chabura
Rabbi Tzvi Rubin

Khal Chaye Avraham
Rav Yecheskel Spitzer
Rabbi Eli Moskovitz

Monsey Night Kollel
Rabbi Yisroel Sapirstein
Reb Shimon Marlin
Zichron Yakov

Rabbi Yehuda Russack
R' Simcha Levi

NEW HAVEN
Kollel of New Haven
Rabbi Menachem Prescott

PASSAIC
Rabbi Yaakov Pascal

PHILADELPHIA

Philadelphia Community Kollel
Rabbi Yosef Prupas

Rabbi Yaakov Baum

QUEENS
Congregation Ohr
Bechor Halevi

Rabbi Chaim Schwartz

RIVERDALE
Riverdale Kollel
Rabbi Michoel Ghermezian

ST.LOUIS

St. Louis Chabura

Rabbi Eliyahu Chaim Goldstone
Reb Yaakov Klein

STATEN ISLAND
Kehilas Niles
Rabbi Dovid Waldman

TORONTO
Kollel Ohel Yom Tov
Rabbi Chesky Weiss

THORNHILL
Ateres Mordechai
Thornhill Kollel
Rabbi Yosef Rothbart

WATERBURY
Yeshiva Ateres Shmuel
Rabbi Bernstein

WEST HEMPSTEAD
Beis Medrash of
West Hempstead
Rabbi Dov Greer

Young Israel of W. Hempstead
Reb David Felt
Reb Aaron Gershonowitz

WOODMERE
Aish Kodesh
Rabbi Yoni Levin

Kehillas Bnai Hayeshivos
Rabbi Shmuel Witkin

TO CREATE OR JOIN CHABURA CONTACT US
(O 732.232.1412 Q 888.485VAAD(8223) #302 % yorucha@baishavaad.org ¥ baishavaad.org/yorucha



CURRENT
CHABUROS

JOIN THE
YORUCHA INITIATIVE!

888.485 VAAD(8223) #302
yorucha@baishavaad.org

baishavaad.org/yorucha

AS AN INDIVIDUAL

Join the national Yorucha chabura together!

Tap into the physical or digital resources via
hard copies, web, email and/or whatsapp.

Connect with Bais HaVaad Dayanim and
Poskim for any questions you may have, as
well as arranging study sessions with a Dayan,
setting up a chavrusa, and more.

AS A COMMUNITY

Set up or join a community or shul chabura

Reach out to organize a choshen mishpat
chabura in your own shul.

AS A BUSINESS

Set up a Board Room Bais Medrash in your business

Mincha Learning In just 5 minutes a day,
before or after Mincha, you can learn short,
practical and insightful Business Halachos.

Weekly Lunch & Learn Join a deeper dive
into the background of the halachos by
understanding the sugya behind the halachos
as well.

Bal Harbour -+ Baltimore « Belle Harbor « Boston <« Brooklyn « Catskills « Chicago + Cincinnati « Cleveland « Dallas « Detroit -«
+ Lido Beach - Margate -
Passaic + Philadelphia + Queens - Riverdale -+ St.Louis < StatenlIsland + Thornhill + Toronto « Waterbury « W.Hempstead

Rockaway Gateshead, UK -« Gibraltar - Houston + Jackson < Lakewood < Lawrence - Los Angeles

» Woodmere

Fairlawn
Minneapolis -

» Far
Monsey





