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1. THE MITZVAH TO LEND MONEY

There is a mandatory Biblical commandment to lend 
money to one in need of it. Some acharonim suggest that 
this obligation is the rationale for the prohibition against 
charging interest for loans of money.

Precedence  The Gemara and the poskim establish various 
rules of precedence, both between various potential 
borrowers of limited funds, as well as between the lender’s 
own need for his money and the need of the potential 
borrower.

Scope  The poskim discuss whether the mitzvah extends to 
loans of property other than money; to profit-generating 
loans (made according to a heter iska); and to a vendor 
extending credit to a customer.

2. ARVUS (CO-SIGNING)

Guaranteeing a loan is a binding commitment, despite its 
involving an element of asmachta (conditional obligation). In 
certain circumstances a kinyan (act of formal solemnization 
of a transaction) is required, while in others it is not.

Agency  Some poskim maintain that the liability of a guarantor 
derives from the fact that the lender is considered his agent 
in making the loan, and they therefore limit this liability to 
where the rules of agency are satisfied, and the language of 
agency is used; others disagree.

Third-Party Purchase Guarantees  The poskim discuss 
whether a third-party guarantee of a purchase is binding 
under the law of arvus.

Indemnification Priority An ordinary guarantor is generally 
an indemnitor of last resort, although in certain cases, he is 
an indemnitor of first resort.

3. COLLECTIONS

“Do Not Act Toward Him As A Creditor”  It is a Biblical 

prohibition for a creditor to demand repayment of a loan 
if he knows that the debtor does not have the wherewithal 
to do so. The poskim discuss whether he is required to be 
stringent when he is not sure whether he does. The creditor 
is even prohibited from merely crossing paths with the 
debtor without demanding repayment, since this will cause 
the debtor anguish over his inability to repay the debt.

Accepting Employment In Order To Repay A Debt The court 
cannot compel an insolvent debtor to accept employment 
in order to repay a debt. The debtor is permitted to do so 
of his own volition, and the poskim discuss whether he is 
personally obligated to do so (despite the fact that the court 
cannot compel him to do so).

Retention Of Personal and Professional Property When a 
debtor cannot repay a loan, the court seizes all his assets 
and transfers them to the creditor, with the exception of 
certain personal necessities, such as a limited supply of food 
and clothing, and certain professional equipment.

4. LOAN FORGIVENESS, BANKRUPTCY, AND RELATED 
ISSUES

Loan Forgiveness and Yeush  In general, a mere verbal 
declaration of loan forgiveness (mechilah) is sufficient to 
erase a debt, and poskim debate whether even a mental, 
unverbalized one is effective. They also debate whether 
giving up hope (yeush) of ever collecting a debt erases it.

Statutes of Limitations  Aside from the cancellation of debts 
by the Sabbatical Year (Shemitah), which is of limited practical 
significance in contemporary times, halachah has no native 
statute of limitations with regard to debt collection (or 
almost anything else). Poskim consider the question of the 
halachic relevance of secular statutes of limitation.

Bankruptcy Halachah has no native concept of bankruptcy. 
Poskim debate whether secular bankruptcy laws and customs 
may be incorporated into halachah via the mechanisms of 
minhag (custom) and dina de-malchusa dina (the law of the 
government is the law).

Sugya Introduction
Concepts that will be discussed in this series of shiurim
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Does one fulfill the obligation to lend money by lending under the 
terms of a heter iska (an arrangement that allows for the de facto 
charging of interest by technically restructuring the transaction as 
(part) equity investment rather than an outright loan)?

Is there ever a problem with demanding payment of a loan that has 
come due? What about simply crossing paths with the debtor, which 
may remind him of his outstanding obligation? Do these prohibitions 
apply only if one knows that the debtor has no money, or even if the 
lender is unsure whether he does?

How does the obligation to 
lend money apply in the event 
of opportunity costs – what 
if one can earn interest if he 
deposits the money in the bank, 
or invests in the stock market (or 
cryptocurrency), or engages in 
real estate speculation?

Would halachah 
consider a 
generally accepted 
commercial custom 
of bankruptcy 
binding as a 
minhag?



For the Halacha Shiur on on Loans & Collections Part III, see pages 106-107
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If a lender is aware that the borrower does not have the ability to repay the 
debt, he is forbidden to cross paths with the borrower lest the borrower 
feel ashamed when he sees him. Rashi [Shemos 22:24] adds that he must 
act as if he had not lent him any money.

בבא מציעא דף עה:
רב דימי דרש שאסור למלוה לעבור לפני הלוה אם יודע שאין לו כסף לשלם כדי שלא יתבייש 
כשיראהו. וע"ע ברש”י על התורה )שמות כב:כד(: "לא תהיה לו כנשה. לא תתבענו בחזקה, 
אם אתה יודע שאין לו, אל תהי דומה עליו כאילו הלויתו, אלא כאילו לא הלויתו, כלומר לא 

תכלימהו".

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    162תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כג בבא מציעא תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  
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There is a biblical prohibition for a lender to pressure a borrower for 
repayment if he knows that the borrower cannot repay the debt. He may 
not even pass in front of him in order to frighten or shame him. It isn’t 
clear from the Rambam if passing before him is included in the biblical 
prohibition.

רמב"ם הלכות מלוה ולוה פרק א' הלכה ב-ג
לו מה  דאין  כשיודע  העני  ולדחוק את  לנגוש  ]והוא אחד מתרי"ג מצוות[  דאורייתא  לאו  יש 
לשלם לו, ואפילו לעבור לפניו אסור כדי שלא יפחידו או יכלימו. האחרונים דנו אם גם האיסור 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    59משנה תורה <מהדורה חדשה> - יג (משפטים) משה בן מימון (רמב"ם) עמוד מס  לעבור לפניו הוא מדאורייתא, או שזה רק מדרבנן, וכמו שנראה להלן.
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Further Iyun: Although we usually must be stringent in cases of doubt that 
involve a biblical prohibition, if a lender is unsure whether the borrower 
is able to repay the debt he would be allowed to apply normal pressure 
upon the borrower to repay. This is either due to a special exception in this 
prohibition, or because one has the right to assume that he does have the 
ability to pay, since a borrower is forbidden to use money in a way that it can 
get lost entirely.
This prohibition does not apply to debts that arise from other sources, such 
as wages and the like, however perhaps one should still avoid doing so.

יתר עיון: כסף הקדשים ריש סימן צז
אף דבעלמא נקטינן שספק דאורייתא לחומרא, כאן אין איסור אלא כשהוא יודע שאין ללוה 
לשלם )וכבר נסתפק בזה המנחת חינוך מצוה ס"ז(, שכך גזרה התורה בדין זה, וגם יש חזקה 

שיש לו, שהרי אסור ללוה לאבד הממון באופן שעל ידי זה לא יהיה לו ממה לפרוע. 
ובחובות שאינם על ידי מלוה רק על ידי שכירות וכדומה לא שייך איסור זה, ואולי מכל מקום 

נכון ליזהר.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    335שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כג חו"מ ה (צז- קלב) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  

ליתר עיון
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Where the lender’s intent is not to apply pressure, Mishpetai Torah is 
inconclusive whether the prohibition of his crossing paths with the 
borrower applies.

משפטי התורה חלק ב’ עמודים קעח-עט
יש להסתפק אם האיסור לעבור לפניו הוא דוקא כשעושה כן בכוונה לצערו.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    178משפטי התורה - ב שפיץ, צבי בן חיים יצחק עמוד מס  

<<
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    179משפטי התורה - ב שפיץ, צבי בן חיים יצחק עמוד מס  
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The Rosh was asked whether a creditor can force the debtor to accept 
employment in order to repay the debt, as we find with regards to the 
Kesubah obligation that a husband must work to support his wife? Rosh 
rules that the comparison is incorrect, and the debtor cannot be forced 
to work. It seems from the Rosh that the debtor is not even personally 
obligated to do so.

שו"ת הרא"ש כלל עח סימן ב’
יכול לכוף את הלוה לעבוד ולהשכיר את עצמו כדי לפרוע חובותיו,  הרא"ש נשאל אם מלוה 
כמו שמצינו בכתובת אשה שיש מחייבים את הבעל להשכיר את עצמו לפרנס את אשתו. אולם 
הרא"ש השיב להכריע כדעת רבינו תם שאין בית דין כופין את הלוה לעשות מלאכה כדי לפרוע 

את חובו, ומשמעות דבריו שגם אינו חייב בזה כלל.
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Further Iyun: Although Bais Din cannot force a debtor to work in order 
to repay his debts, Shaar Mishpat proposes that he may be personally 
obligated to do so.

יתר עיון: שער משפט סימן צז ס"ק ג’
השער משפט העלה שהגם שבית דין אין כופין על זה, מ"מ יש לדון שהלוה מצד עצמו חייב 
להשכיר את עצמו כדי לשלם חובו, ומסיק שזה תלוי במחלוקת ראשונים אם שכירות נחשבת 

כעבדות או לא.

 

  

ליתר עיון
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A creditor may not enter the home of a defaulting borrower to take a 
collateral against his will. However, one may do so to a defaulting guarantor, 
as well as for debts that arise from other sources such as wages [provided 
that it hasn’t been turned into a loan].

בבא מציעא דף קטו.
אסור למלוה להיכנס לבית הלוה לקחת ממנו משכון שלא ברצון הלוה. אבל מותר לעשות כן 
לערב, וכן לשאר סוגי החובות כגון שחייב לו מחמת שכירות וכדו', כל שלא זקף המעות במלוה.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    241תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כג בבא מציעא תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  
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There is a dispute in the Mishna and Gemara whether a creditor may 
collect the entirety of the borrower’s assets [“ain mesadrin”], or if he must 
leave over certain basic necessities [“mesadrin”]. Tosafos cite the ruling 
of Rabbeinu Tam that he may collect everything. However, most Rishonim 
dispute this ruling.

בבא מציעא דף קיג. – קיד., תוס' ד"ה מהו שיסדרו
]"אין מסדרין  לו ממש  יכול לגבות מהלוה כל מה שיש  ואמוראים אם המלוה  נחלקו תנאים 
לבעל חוב"[ או שמא צריך להניח ללוה צרכי חייו ]"מסדרין לבעל חוב"[. ולהלכה ר"ת פסק 

דאין מסדרין וגובה את כל אשר לו. אמנם רוב הראשונים פסקו דמסדרין, וכמו שנביא להלן.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    237תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כג בבא מציעא תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    238תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כג בבא מציעא תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  



89

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    239תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כג בבא מציעא תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    240תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כג בבא מציעא תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  
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Rosh cites the opinion of the Rif and the Geonim who ruled that a creditor 
must leave the debtor his basic necessities. However, if these include 
items that are luxurious e.g. expensive clothing, we force the debtor to sell 
them and buy items that are appropriate.

רא"ש ב"מ, פרק ט סימן מז
הרא"ש הביא שדעת הרי"ף והגאונים דלא כר"ת ומסדרין לבעל חוב. אמנם גם אין הלכה כמ"ד 
שכל ישראל בני מלכים הם, ע"כ אם יש לו נכסים שראויים רק לעשירים מחייבים אותו לומכרם 

ונותנים לו מה שראוי לו.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    359תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כג בבא מציעא תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  
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The Mishna and Gemara enumerate the rules of exemption regarding one 
who made a vow of Arachin. The opinions who require exemptions in case 
of a debt would apply the same criteria to a debtor as well. 
The Mishna says that he is to be left with food for 30 days, and clothing for 
12 months. However, we do not leave him with anything for his wife and 
children, even if he is personally obligated to support them. In addition, 
he may retain the minimal amount of tools and utensils needed to earn his 
livelihood, but not items that are considered “assets” e.g. work animals, 
even if they are the source of his livelihood. 

ערכין דף כג: – כד.
במשנה ובגמרא נתפרטו דיני סידור בערכין, ומהם אנו למדין דיני סידור בבעל חוב )למאן דאמר 
דמסדרין לבעל חוב(. ומבואר שמשאירים לו מזון ל' יום וכסות לי"ב חודש, אבל דוקא לו לעצמו 
ולא לאשתו ובניו. עוד נתבאר שמניחין לו כלי אומנותו, אבל לדעת חכמים דברים שהם בגדר 

"נכסים" אין מניחין לו אפילו הוא מתפרנס מהם.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    57תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - לו ערכין תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    58תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - לו ערכין תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס  
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Shulchan Aruch rules that a debtor does retain his basic necessities, and 
that all the rules that apply to Arachin are to be applied to a debtor.

שו"ע חושן משפט סימן צז סעיף כג
המחבר פסק שמסדרין לבעל חוב והכל כמוש"כ גבי דיני ערכין. 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    35שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כג חו"מ ה (צז- קלב) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    36שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כג חו"מ ה (צז- קלב) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס  
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Rashba assumes that a creditor can seize the home of the debtor, implying 
that housing is not included in the rules of exemption.

שו"ת הרשב"א חלק א’ סימן אלף קמג
־הרשב"א נקט אגב גררא דבעל חוב גובה את דירתו של הלוה, ומשמע שאינה בכלל מה שמ

סדרין לבעל חוב.
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Maharit compares housing to clothing, i.e. the debtor retains the amount 
necessary to live for up to 12 months.

שו"ת מהרי"ט ח"א סימן קיג
מהרי"ט נקט שדין דירה כדין כסות, שנכללת בדין מסדרין ומניח ללוה דירת י"ב חודש.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    201שו"ת מהרי"ט - א טראני, יוסף בן משה (מהרי"ט) עמוד מס  
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Minchas Yitzchak concedes to the questioner that a refrigerator and 
electric cutter are not absolutely necessary even for a butcher, and his 
creditors may seize them.

שו"ת מנחת יצחק חלק ה’ סימן קכא )בדברי השואל(
המנחת יצחק מסכים לדעת השואל שכלים של מוכר בשר כמו מקרר חשמלי גדול וסכין חשמלי 
לחתוך עצמות אינם בכלל כלי אומנות דמסדרין לבעל חוב, כיון שאינם ממש הכרחיים ללוה 

ויכול לעשות אומנתו בלעדם.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    330מנחת יצחק <מהדורה חדשה> - ה ווייס, יצחק יעקב בן יוסף יהודה עמוד מס  
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    331מנחת יצחק <מהדורה חדשה> - ה ווייס, יצחק יעקב בן יוסף יהודה עמוד מס  
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Pischai Choshen disagrees with the Minchas Yitzchak, claiming that 
nowadays refrigeration and the like are considered necessities for a store. 
Practically, each individual case needs to be evaluated separately.
Regarding the designation of “assets” which may be seized as opposed to 
tools, he writes that the exact distinction isn’t clear.

פתחי חושן דיני הלואה, פרק ב סעיף כא
הפתחי חושן מפקפק בשיטת המנחת יצחק הנ"ל, ודעתו שמסברא נראה שאין לנו אלא מקומו 

ושעתו ולדידן דברים כאלו הם הכרחיים. 
עוד כתב לדון בגדר החילוק שבין כלי אומנות מצד אחד, וצמד בקר, חמור, וספינה מצד שני, 
ע"ש שלא מצא חילוק ברור. עוד דן בדברי הרשב"א ומהרי"ט בענין מסדרין לבעל חוב בענין 

דירה, ובענין מסדרין בסחורה.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    51פתחי חושן - הלואה, אבידה ומציאה בלויא, יעקב ישעיה עמוד מס  
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    52פתחי חושן - הלואה, אבידה ומציאה בלויא, יעקב ישעיה עמוד מס  
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Further Iyun: Sefer Haterumos discusses several aspects in the rules 
of exemption – Whether sefarim may be seized; Whether these rules 
apply altogether to other forms of debt e.g. wages, and whether one 
may stipulate beforehand that these rules should not be applies. His 
conclusions are cited by both the Tur and the Shulchan Aruch C.M. 97.

יתר עיון: ספר התרומות שער א – ב
קודש; האם  חוב: האם מסדרין בספרי  לבעל  בדין מסדרין  דן בכמה פרטים  בספר התרומות 
מסדרין בשאר חיובים חוץ מהלואה; האם מועיל תנאי שלא תסדר. ודבריו הובאו בטור ומחבר 

חו"מ סימן צז.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    75ספר התרומות עם גדולי תרומה - א שמואל בן יצחק הסרדי - פיגו, עזריה בן אפרים עמוד מס  
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    77ספר התרומות עם גדולי תרומה - א שמואל בן יצחק הסרדי - פיגו, עזריה בן אפרים עמוד מס  
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה    78ספר התרומות עם גדולי תרומה - א שמואל בן יצחק הסרדי - פיגו, עזריה בן אפרים עמוד מס  
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LO SIHIYE K’NOSHEH:

In addition to the positive commandment to lend money to one’s 
fellow Jew, there are several mitzvos lo sa’aseh that dictate how a 
lender must act. The pesukim tell us that he may not seize the garment 
of a widow as a mashkon [collateral], and he cannot take items that the 
borrower needs to live. He also is not allowed to enter the borrower’s 
home to take a mashkon, nor can he grab a mashkon on his own. There 
is yet another prohibition of “lo sihiye k’nosheh”, which means that he 
cannot engage in aggressive behavior against the borrower.

The Gemara in Bava Metziah explains this to mean that one cannot 
demand payment if he knows that the lender doesn’t have the money. 
Furthermore, he cannot even pass him by in the street, as this will 
cause him shame and distress from the fact that he knows that he 
cannot pay his debt. 

The Acharonim discuss whether this prohibition only applies if one 
knows for certain that the lender lacks the means to repay the debt, or 
if it also applies if one does not know if he can pay back or not. From 
the wording of both the Gemara and the Rishonim who discuss the 
Gemara, it seems that it is only prohibited to ask for payment if one 
knows that the lender cannot pay. 

The Minchas Chinuch questions this premise, noting that there is 
a general rule of safek d’ohraysa l’chumrah (one must be stringent in 
doubts regarding Biblical prohibitions). Since lo sihiye k’nosheh is a 
d’ohraysa, he asks why one doesn’t have to be stringent and refrain 
from asking for payment even if he is simply unsure whether the 
borrower has the money or not. 

He answers that it appears that the law of safek d’ohraysa l’chumrah 
does not apply because the entire definition of the prohibition is that 
one cannot ask for payment when he knows that the borrower has 
no money. Since this is the actual meaning of the mitzvah, there is no 
room to be more stringent than that.

The Kesef Hakodoshim adds that one need not assume that the 
borrower doesn’t have money to repay his debt, as one is not allowed 
to borrow money if he has no means of repayment; therefore, the 
lender can assume that the borrower is a responsible person and has 
the money. 

While it is certainly forbidden for the lender to go out of his way to 
accost the borrower, as this will cause him distress and shame, the 
Poskim are unsure whether one can pass by the borrower if he is 
going that way anyway. For example, if he davens in the same shul 
as the borrower, does the lender have to inconvenience himself and 
change his normal daily routine in order to avoid passing him by? Some 
suggest that the lender does not have to change his normal routine, 
but he should inform the borrower that he will be davening in shul with 
him and he should not feel bad if he sees him and is reminded that he 
cannot repay his debt. 

WHAT DEMANDS CAN THE LENDER MAKE OF THE 

BORROWER? 

If the borrower does not have money to repay his debt, can the lender 
demand that he find work in order to earn the money? 

The Teshuvas HaRosh discusses a case where the borrower has no 
money and doesn’t want to work because he knows any money he 
earns will go straight to the lender in any case. He says in the name of 
the Rabenu Tam that he cannot be forced to work. This ruling is based 
on the verse in the Torah that says that we are slaves only to Hashem. 
From these words, Chazal learn that one cannot be treated like a slave 
and forced to work by a human being. Accordingly, one cannot be 
forced to work in order to pay off a debt. 

While he cannot be forced to work, the Acharonim debate whether he 
has a personal obligation to work and earn money to pay his debt. The 
Shaar Mishpat says that he definitely is permitted to work of his own 
volition in order to pay the lender back, as this is not similar enough to 
slavery to be prohibited. The only question is whether we can say that 
he himself is obligated to work, or if enacting such an obligation would 
be akin to slavery. 

The Shaar Mishpat concludes that, according to his understanding, 
there is a machlokes Rishonim whether he is obligated to work or not. 
Other Acharonim disagree and say that he definitely is not obligated to 
work and enacting such an obligation would be a transgression of the 
prohibition of treating him like a slave. It should be pointed out that 
even according to this opinion, it is only forbidden to obligate him to 
work for an employer, as this would look like slavery. If he is able to 
employ himself by running some type of business, it would not look 
anything like slavery, and the lender could be obligated – although not 
forced - to engage in such work.   

The Mishpatei Hatorah discusses whether a borrower can be forced 
to borrow money from another source in order to repay the lender. He 
says that in principle he cannot, unless that is the local custom. 

MESADRIN L’BAAL CHOV: 

If the borrower does have money or assets, they can be seized in order 
to repay a debt; however, there is a rule known as “mesadrin l’baal 
chov”, which means that certain basic items that the borrower needs to 
live cannot be taken from him. 

What is the borrower allowed to keep? The answer is, not much. 

He is only allowed to retain enough food to last for 30 days, enough 
clothing to last for 12 months, his tefillin, and certain, essential 
professional equipment that he absolutely needs to do his job. For 
example, if he is a woodcutter, he may keep an ax to chop down trees. 
On the other hand,he may not keep an ox to help him drag the wood 
as this is considered “assets” and not a tool.  

He is not allowed to keep any sefarim, even if he is a Torah scholar. He 
also can only retain food and clothing for himself, and not for his wife 
and children, as it is not the lender’s responsibility to make sure that 

Loans & Collections Part III Shiur
A  T R A N S C R I P T I O N  O F  T H E  Y O R U C H A  C U R R I C U L U M  W E E K L Y  S H I U R  V I D E O
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the borrower’s family has food and clothing. 

Furthermore, the borrower would only be allowed to keep an average 
level of food and clothing. He would be allowed to eat and dress like 
an average person – not like a pauper but also not like a rich man. 
Consequently, if he would own a very expensive coat, he could be 
forced to sell it and use part of the money to buy an average coat, with 
the remainder going towards his debt. 

Whether or not he can keep his house is not discussed in the Gemara 
or in most Rishonim. The Teshuvas HaRashba seems to imply that he 
can be forced to rent out his home in order to make money to pay his 
debt. The Pischei Choshen notes that it seems from the Rashba that 
although he is not allowed to remain living in his home, he is not forced 
to sell it. The Maharit disagrees and says that one’s home is as essential 
as one’s clothing, and, therefore, a borrower is allowed to remain in his 
home. Again, he would only be allowed to keep 12 months’ worth of 
his home and only enough living space for himself, and not for the rest 
of his family. He also would only be allowed to remain in an average 
home, and not in a luxurious abode.  

A Rov in Argentina sent a question to the Minchas Yitzchok regarding 
a butcher who owned commercial equipment that he used for 
his job – such as a commercial refrigerator and freezer and meat 
cutting equipment. He suggested that this equipment would not be 
considered essential, as the butcher could technically use more basic 
equipment and cut up the meat by hand. The Minchas Yitzchok agreed 
and said that this equipment could be seized by the lender. The Pischei 
Choshen, however, disagrees with this ruling and says that although 
butchers in the past may have been able to operate without modern 
equipment, today using such tools is the norm for any butcher and it 
would not be realistic to expect him to be able to work without it. He 
says that this would deem this equipment essential and it cannot be 
seized from the borrower. 

If the borrower owns merchandise that he uses for business, the Pischei 
Choshen quotes the Aruch Hashulchan as ruling that he must sell off 
the stock in order to settle his debt; however, he is given a reasonable 
amount of time to sell it for a good price. The Chasam Sofer disagrees 
and says that the merchandise is considered essential equipment and 
the borrower would be allowed to continue doing business with it as 
usual until he pays back what he owes. 

To watch the video or listen to the shiur given by the Dayan, visit: 
www.baishavaad.org/yorucha-topics  
Or signup to receive them via whatsapp:   732.232.1412
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As participants amass a broad and deep knowledge on an academic level directly from the source — coupled with real life 
scenarios presented by experienced Dayanim — they will acquire the clarity to determine not only what is a שאלה, but, more 
important - why. 

Only through עמלות בתורה — understanding the fundamentals of the subject — can one truly appreciate and internalize what 
defines right and wrong.

Similar to a sofer who, with his intensive knowledge of  hilchos safrus, is confident and secure in the propriety of his profession; 
so, too, businessmen will gain the peace of mind knowing with conviction that they ply their trade be’emunah uveyosher. 

This ambitious project will harness the 
collective expertise of a team comprised 
of advanced talmidei chachamim, 
experienced, seasoned Dayanim, 
that are well versed in corporate 
practice and common business norms. 
Collaborating with a talented group of 
editors and writers, they have created 
a syllabus and curriculum of study, with 
accompanying shiurim and personal 
guidance.

What How

Why

The core curriculum is segmented in modules, and can be 
learned as an individual self paced; or, participants can join 
chaburos coordinated by the Bais HaVaad for those that 
desire group study. Page by page, step by step, the learning 
will be facilitated with a daily audio “Blatt shiur” guiding the 
participant through the sources as well as a weekly video 
shiur presented on each topic by Dayanim that will share 
fundamental and practical applications of the sugya covered.

Daily practical Q&A applications of the subject matter will be 
offered alongside through the Business Halacha Daily series.

I N - D E P T H  B U S I N E S S  H A L A C H A  C U R R I C U L U M

M I S S I N  To facilitate and provide a framework for the frum businessman to gain the 
in-depth halachic knowledge he needs for contemporary business dealings. 

V I S I O N  Through increased knowledge and guidance,  Yorucha will elevate the frum 
public’s adherence to halacha as it pertains to choshen mishpat and standard business practices.



I N - D E P T H  B U S I N E S S  H A L A C H A  C U R R I C U L U M

BELLE HARBOR
Congregation Bais Yehuda 
R' Dovid Semel

BROOKLYN
Bais Aharon (Felder's) 
Rabbi Heshy Wolf 

Flatbush Park Jewish Center 
Rabbi Eli Moskovitz 
Rabbi Yisroel Perelson 

Magen Avraham
Rabbi Duvi Bensoussan
Rabbi Eliezer Elbaz

Yad Yosef Torah Center
Rabbi Eddie Kassin

CATSKILL REGION 
Tamarack Hills - Ellenville  
Rav Dovid Grossman

CHICAGO
Agudas Yisroel of West Rogers Park 
Rabbi Moshe Scheinberg

CINCINNATI
Cincinnati Community Kollel
Rav Meir Minster

CLEVELAND
Beis Doniel 
Rabbi Dovid Aron Gross

DALLAS
Congregation Toras Chaim
Rabbi Yaakov Rich

DETROIT
Lakewood Kollel
Rabbi Boruch Miller

FAIRLAWN
Rabbi David Pardo

FAR ROCKAWAY
Khal Zichron Moshe Dov 
Rabbi Ahron Stein

Sulitzer Bais Medrash 
Rabbi Avrohom Hartman

GATESHEAD, UK
Rabbi Dov Oppenheimer

GIBRALTAR
Massias Hall 
Rabbi Rafi Bitan

JACKSON
Khal East Veterans  
Rabbi Baruch Issac

LAKEWOOD
Bais HaVaad 
Rav Dovid Grossman

Bais Medrash Ohev Yisroel 
Dayan Shmuel Honigwachs 
Reb Shaya Ellinson

Bais Medrash of Chestnut 
Rabbi Yosef Greenfeld 

Bernath and Rosenberg
Rav Baruch Fried 
R' Yossi Schuck 
R' Yehoshua Wolf 

Bitbean 
Rabbi Aryeh Caplan 
R' Ephraim Arnstein

Clearstream Chabura 
Rabbi Yosef Fund 
R' Yitzy Rosenbaum

Kehal Nachlas Yaakov  
Rabbi Mayer Boruch Turin
R' Moshe Netzer 

Madison Executive Offices 
Rabbi Doniel Dombroff

Minyan Avreichim Sefaradi 
Rav Ariel Ovadia

LAWRENCE
Heichal Dovid (W) 
Reb Yakov Lowinger 
Rabbi Mattisyahu Blumenthal

Yeshiva Gedolah Ateres Yaakov 
Rabbi Yisroel Gold

LOS ANGELES
Bait Aaron Torah Outreach Center 
Rabbi Moshe Nourollah 
R' Avraham Hirshberg 

Kollel of LA 
Rabbi Zalmen Frager

LIDO BEACH
Lido Beach Synagogue 
Reb Yakov Lowinger

MARGATE
Young Isreal of Margate NJ
Rabbi Yankey Orimland

MINNEAPOLIS
Minneapolis Kollel
Rabbi Maeier Kutoff 
Rabbi Binyomin Stoll 

MONSEY
Brisker Kollel 
Rabbi Michoel Illes 

Congregation Torah Utfila
Rabbi Moshe Langer

Haverstraw Community Chabura 
Rabbi Tzvi Rubin

Khal Chaye Avraham 
Rav Yecheskel Spitzer 
Rabbi Eli Moskovitz

Monsey Night Kollel
Rabbi Yisroel Sapirstein 
Reb Shimon Marlin

Zichron Yakov 
Rabbi Yehuda Russack 
R' Simcha Levi

PASSAIC 
Rabbi Yaakov Pascal

PHILADELPHIA
Philadelphia Community Kollel
Rabbi Yosef Prupas 
Rabbi Yaakov Baum

QUEENS
Cong. Ohr Bechor Halevi 
Rabbi Chaim Schwartz

ST. LOUIS
St. Louis Chabura 
Rabbi Eliyahu Chaim Goldstone  
Reb Yaakov Klein

STATEN ISLAND
Kehilas Niles 
Rabbi Dovid Waldman

TORONTO
Ateres Mordechai, Thornhill Kollel 
Rabbi Yosef Rothbart

WATERBURY
Yeshiva Ateres Shmuel 
Rabbi Bernstein

WEST HEMPSTEAD
Eitz Chayim of Dogwood Park 
Rabbi Dov Greer 

Young Israel of W. Hempstead
Reb David Felt 
Reb Aaron Gershonowitz

WOODMERE
Aish Kodesh 
Rabbi Yoni Levin 

Kehillas Bnai Hayeshivos
Rabbi Shmuel Witkin

CURRENT YORUCHA CHABUROS

TO CREATE OR JOIN CHABURA CONTACT US 
  732.232.1412     888.485.VAAD(8223) #302      yorucha@baishavaad.org     baishavaad.org/yorucha 



As participants amass a broad and deep knowledge on an academic level directly from the source — coupled with real life 
scenarios presented by experienced Dayanim — they will acquire the clarity to determine not only what is a שאלה, but, more 
important - why. 

Only through עמלות בתורה — understanding the fundamentals of the subject — can one truly appreciate and internalize what 
defines right and wrong.

Similar to a sofer who, with his intensive knowledge of  hilchos safrus, is confident and secure in the propriety of his profession; 
so, too, businessmen will gain the peace of mind knowing with conviction that they ply their trade be’emunah uveyosher. 

This ambitious project will harness the 
collective expertise of a team comprised 
of advanced talmidei chachamim, 
experienced, seasoned Dayanim, 
that are well versed in corporate 
practice and common business norms. 
Collaborating with a talented group of 
editors and writers, they have created 
a syllabus and curriculum of study, with 
accompanying shiurim and personal 
guidance.

What How

Why

The core curriculum is segmented in modules, and can be 
learned as an individual self paced; or, participants can join 
chaburos coordinated by the Bais HaVaad for those that 
desire group study. Page by page, step by step, the learning 
will be facilitated with a daily audio “Blatt shiur” guiding the 
participant through the sources as well as a weekly video 
shiur presented on each topic by Dayanim that will share 
fundamental and practical applications of the sugya covered.

Daily practical Q&A applications of the subject matter will be 
offered alongside through the Business Halacha Daily series.

I N - D E P T H  B U S I N E S S  H A L A C H A  C U R R I C U L U M

M I S S I N  To facilitate and provide a framework for the frum businessman to gain the 
in-depth halachic knowledge he needs for contemporary business dealings. 

V I S I O N  Through increased knowledge and guidance,  Yorucha will elevate the frum 
public’s adherence to halacha as it pertains to choshen mishpat and standard business practices.

  888.485.VAAD(8223) #303

  yorucha@baishavaad.org
  baishavaad.org/yorucha 

JOIN THE  
YORUCHA INITIATIVE!

3 WAYS TO JOIN:
AS AN INDIVIDUAL

AS A COMMUNITY

AS A BUSINESS

Join the national Yorucha chabura together!

Tap into the physical or digital resources via 
hard copies, web, email and/or whatsapp.

Connect with Bais HaVaad Dayanim and 
Poskim for any questions you may have, as 
well as arranging study sessions with a Dayan, 
setting up a chavrusa, and more.

Reach out to organize a choshen mishpat 
chabura in your own shul.

Set up or join a community or shul chabura

Set up a Board Room Bais Medrash in your business

Mincha Learning In just 5 minutes a day, 
before or after Mincha, you can learn short, 
practical and insightful Business Halachos.

Weekly Lunch & Learn Join a deeper dive 
into the background of the halachos by 
understanding the sugya behind the halachos 
as well.

Baltimore  •  Belle Harbor  •  Brooklyn  •  Catskills  •  Chicago  •  Cincinnati  •  Cleveland  •  Dallas  •  Detroit  •  Fairlawn  •  Far Rockaway  
Gateshead, UK  •  Gibraltar  •  Jackson  •  Lakewood  •  Lawrence  •  Los Angeles   •  Lido Beach  •  Margate  •  Minneapolis  •  Monsey   
Passaic  •  Philadelphia  •  Queens  •  St. Louis  •  Staten Island  •  Toronto  •  Waterbury  •  W. Hempstead   •  Woodmere

C U R R E N T 
C H A B U R O S




