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Sugya Introduction

Concepts that will be discussed in this series of shiurim

THE MITZVAH OF MA'ASER

ORDERS OF PRECEDENCE

Although the level of obligation to give ma'aser
varies greatly amongst the Poskim, all agree that it
has been a universally accepted practice for time
immemorial. In this topic we will explore the source
of this practice, and the different opinions as to how
best to fulfill it.

INCOME AND EXPENSES

To begin, we must define what income is subject to
ma'aser. While in many ways ma'aser is comparable
to the ma'aser of produce, there is a critical
difference. By produce, tithing is done based on
what grows, regardless of the expenses incurred in
raising the crops. By ma'aser of income, the Poskim
all agree that expenses are deducted from the total
before assessing the amount of income. Clearly,
various taxes on businesses, mortgage payments,
inflation, and the like all need to be dealt with in our
discussion of income assessment.

CHOOSING BENEFICIARIES

Next, we consider what ma'aser funds should be used
for. Who are the intended recipients, and what is the
order of primacy within all the many noble causes
that come our way? Perhaps more pressing are the
personal needs - can ma'aser be used for tuition
or childcare? Can it be used for school dinners, for
building funds, for Yom tov gifts to Rabbeim and
Moros? Also, we look at what benefits the donor
is allowed to receive from his ma'aser distribution,
such as buying aliyos or other honors.

In the third segment we look closer at the orders
of precedence when giving tzedaka. Relatives vs
neighbors, children vs parents, food vs clothing,
local poor vs the poor of Eretz Yisrael. We consider
whether all your funds should be given to relatives
in need, or if the disbursements should be stretched
further. Finally, we look at the Chofetz Chaim’s
detailed instructions with regard to the best
practices of ma'aser.

SOME FINAL POINTS

In the last segment we close out the laws of tzedaka
with several important considerations. How quickly
must a pledge be fulfilled; if one made a mental
pledge but did not express it; and whether one
can change his pledge and redirect the money to
a different cause. We also take a quick look at the
responsibility of the trustees toward money that is
lost or stolen, as well as what should be done with
any surplus funds.

In addition to the technical differences,
Tzedaka and Ma'aser are fundamentally
different. Tzedaka is reactive in nature-
when you see q person in need, don’t
ignore his plight. Give as much as you
can, according to your ability and the
extent of his needs. Ma'aser on the other
hand is proactive - Hashem has given
you bounty? Share it with others. Show
gratitude to Him by taking ten percent, or

even twenty if you are able, and giving it
away in His service.
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Below are some practical scenarios that will apply to the material

Does one need to give ma'aser on appreciated stocks even if he never sold
them? How about dividends that are auto reinvested in the same stock?

What if one is paying capital gains tax in the interim?

| know that | would like
support my kids in kollel
in the future; may | create

Can one prepay ma'aser? For
example, if one has a very large
one-time income and wants to

give a large amount to charity, an account from the time

however he would like to make my child is young and put

a Xan to reduce his future away money to save for

commitment (from his normal, when they get married,

smaller income). Is that ok to do? in order to support them
monthly?

A friend of mine needs an interest-free business loan in order to stay afloat and
| cannot afford to give it to him without interest. May | give him the money and
instead take the interest out of my own ma'aser?

Join BHD and receive a 3-5 minute video post
derived from the current Yorucha topic.

JOIN “BUSINESS HALACHA DAILY” TODAY!

For answers to these questions, and for more Q&A topics like these, visit baishavaad.org/daily
To sign up to the Business Halacha Daily WhatsApp group messages @ 732.232.1412
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Rema cites the Maharil that ma'aser should be used solely for the poor
and not to other mitzvos. Be'er Hagolah understands this to refer to other
mitzvos that he is obligated to do anyway, whereas if given an opportunity
for a mitzvah that is not an obligation he may use ma‘aser money even if
it does not go to poor people. Taz seems to agree, ruling that one may use
ma‘aser money to pay for the purchasing of mitzvos in shul, provided this
was his intention at the time he made the pledge. Chasam Sofer cited in
Pischai Teshuva understands the Maharil literally, that ma‘aser funds are
to be used for poor people only. However, if one only committed to giving
ma’‘aser with the intention of using it for other mitzvos as well, then he
may do so.

R. Akiva Eiger cites the Shelah that when bidding in shul, one may only use
ma‘aser money for the amount his pledge was above the next-highest bid,
because that is the total benefit he has given to Tzedaka.

It is clear from all opinions that ma'aser funds cannot be used toward
anything one is otherwise obligated to spend on. Even if it involves a
worthy cause, such as supporting a son-in-law in learning, if he has
already committed to it for other reasons, he cannot subsequently decide
to use ma‘'aser money for it.
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Tztiz Eliezer proves that the abovementioned Taz was not permitting
the use of ma'aser money for other mitzvos. Rather, he was referring
to mitzvah sales where the proceeds go to the poor, and one is merely
gaining the mitzvah as a fringe-benefit.
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The Chofetz Chaim cites both opinions on whether ma‘aser funds may be '3 pyo ™10 2"n ToN Nanx
used for other mitzvos without giving a definitive ruling, except thatifthe 351 nmyn axwb qwyn myn xexnb 5197 ox 5"n mown 'a AX Xan o°n yana bya
proceeds are going to the poor then one can certainly be lenient. amnab PX XM oMb 75 mynn Sw 9001 oXw and pA ,ymon
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Further Iyun: There is a dispute in the Poskim if one may use ma‘aser
funds to pay for a “hiddur mitzvah” - a non-obligatory beautification of

a mitzvah.
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Rav Moshe advises a staff member who is being pressured into attending
the school dinner at his own expense to use his ma‘aser money to pay
for it, minus the amount it would have cost him to eat at home. We can
apply this to other areas where one gains a direct benefit from supporting
Tzedaka; one may use ma‘aser money and deduct the value of the benefit
received. Also note that the indirect benefits received, such as the better
food and ambience, recognition etc. do not have to be deducted.
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A parent’s obligation to feed their children ends when the child is six
years old. From then on, they cannot be forced to support them or marry
them off, only as part of the general obligation of Tzedakah to relatives. As
such, it should be permissible to use ma‘aser funds to support one’s own
children over the age of six.
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The Shach permits using ma‘aser money to support children over the age
of six even if the parent can afford to do so otherwise.
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Rav Moshe proves that the marital obligations require a husband to anp 1o X' 1" nwn MR
support his wife's children as an extension of his obligation to support her. 1T 12 mwyh mbanw a1 52 1S 017E% WX MNP AP MW KT DX
This would extend for as Iong as children normaIIy live at home and aren’t Awyn qoon DJ“”) TOX AT MR ';331 ,'1131 -n:ly’; 1';7nnvw TV IR DNNNN T

yet self-supportive. Consequently, one may not use ma‘aser funds for it
because he is otherwise obligated to provide it.

ﬁf? BAIS HAVAAD

" HALACHA CENTER
w 37



neR

TR A 9371 MY’ 0 PAR ‘A v an 830
PR YR QR XYY 2RIt UY MYR
DM IN0IWY MM AXRXWY TIWEN ALK AWl
Pphr ann b prwean MR B 2w oM
mRP vaR anbw ApI3a Pomnn wINe?  on
PP KYY VXY PUVIRY 27 0 WY 10xw
ANy Dy B3V BT BN bw anbw [pTsi Aod
oY apIEn wepnh® LmaRd N3 PR OPTyw
oNR® P01 0 NORDNW T2 T TMRY
MYT YT AXIM PRWOIT MR QAW APR TS
NXW ARY X7 APRWA DNINDY S mwyS pamn by
XWT PR ‘A O¥0 K719 /02 wNend DWIND o1y
bW TMIA WY ANy 5”3 KW VIR JNEAws P
9nR XYW DAONR YW IM3W X032 SaK YNNG DMy
ARy 5w OIMET YR DY KW DOMNG TNXY P
JoF MRY XIIWD IR MevTYn ANy

IR AR QYA PURY WY v uam
o19o prid 1 0N RYW 21991 wEl mpD 1RW
SRWIIW AIY PTR DI O3 R WMDY RIT PR SaAR
PTTOPRY AR W DODRD Y0 PR Op1E b
WEN XYY LAIPA? Y PIIRY ypwn wmen
217 DMAMPA W mYIpR PTa PP Y
M3MIA? P2 AR Pa TN W 1Awd P RV
TP M DURwT DN IR OXT Yawn ohb ROK
omp MNT TMIY AR WpY b onpat e
YMAnd AN BYAYY T3 P 2T e b
™Y BMyE AR SPIX MERT DAR MZD KXW
S Yuwn NI 0PN DY W DAVp DAwY
SV mb

9T METp 1NYY ymwn v oyoaw am

DINDY MW QOMIWI P RWW SRS ¢
oy 105 P oho TwK RY j9YT nmoab mw R
052 PRI MK ROX 19107 1D 0933 PRY MaAad
MR ORT DWwn Yawn B3 Mmodd W p3ved
R OR AR DT 0185w MR miodb nRy orpb
77¥1 NI09Y BaNna PO R O3 Jmod? st tRoe
bax o7 N7AT RYATT 2N S3ve RWIT nvenab
ORI TNV W WPMINWD PY RV MRYTp WY
oTp 0ITB% YR MpdY. dm pINpY IR
oTp 2y PORAGY ‘T Y03 RIPRW M@ w3
RUR P2 P9 KD wMEn AMRISW LI Modn
ToRT AR OTP NP PR BT P ORI AR
X9°Y PAyd HR NPN PRW YA anD D PR
YnYHY °Im WOl MpR MATP PRT U RATTT
w2n nenad X a7y modb oonT XA wobaw

nalans

DNITAN "En

M@ D13 WY YRR OYap aNTw ovnap i
ama P L and o mn XM YR AN
20 T BP0 BN UNIE2 BIDD TR RT3
a0 IR RHITAT AR ALY "I MM aRkn
JOTND DRV I D VRW Y aYw Duus
AT AP PR ShNBWH %32 WX INNDWR "2 1KY
Wy DT ALK WY ANy PIBOR PR Y
XY 1 DRy DUYIW PN PO Jmami 2rn
WRY M RWIW WAL fosn Davh Y0 PR
wIB A TTWAT RPTY YWwynnn ymeb b
PYY TITIW 273 DY WD RPIT R AN

Ju3ys jnoed mmad

WHIMA N 1212 SRW XV MAph OR 72TRY
YRWH 3T PWR [T JSIW AXY PY IR NOW RIT
RIW M Y 1D AT mMI2IN0A Awpn KTT MOXY
TaraY PRT ORAD.O102M KAYD nhm nywa phnw
PRY Dwp 0 02w %Y P9 DRI wmanm N
FWPBT M0 T N R OR 7aR 2 AR5 O v
W KPT KT upn XY »YAw yYm v RYY
wTan wIEnY DY ynwn ow »7vwa YaR .oy
AN Tmbn® X DX2 w2 M3 AR MED v
a1 12130 XTI O7anaa 2and K? I .y
Moba TP XA POy MabT Mda RUR wRImn
P27 A0 MANRAY weBR YU D71y nunn
RN AR OMYa MR BD MY avMn mawn
TOw OYana DYTA Aww Yewn wmnn ny
upn Xv OMIYT TMX 0D W XV AMAR P
wrpa P npIXa AW A3yY XY B3 MNP 127
3% YUY WM KM RIPK 3 ATIW O A0K
P73y LJARR YT AN K? 22w W hann KW
29D TPTXI WHNIR N 1310 9K 20w RV
YT RIPW  WT RAD MOWMI NOXY 120
Qo 1arab PR Gwyn? BYOY JYYX Tannm vani

Jp1 mpp wwnd X? DR wmwnR

AT

VYD AvA

wmp Y

WY apTs men? Y1y DN (313
mowa aerS Sovy ™MD NN MNd
QI TN TN RS PNl ane
J7BYn K7 17
MM 1A YT YYD
RS

DARPNT TWR

ANdNA WIX NN 'Y 09TIN284 on Ty TIT |2 nwn L|"owato (X T'1') 2 - nwn NNAR

38

TZEDAKAH & MA'ASER 11:

WEEK 2



ND N pp MR Tnbn nishn

A32 IPNY NI BN DN RIS M i NS oM ity mRb
05 o7 imeps md M — awn N Son jin) iR 12 oW
2PDITP TRIRY MER — Ry M TR 8 O AR rh
103785 TaN Sy mxn — o iy 0w At o 1in) 93 o
IR oDRY ,PrNinD pioy gD o v NSY 1D 10 o o
PRI IR ISFER INMY 2 52 Ty
b PiNEIA 52 RyI5 STy renpTed 1 awnm 19 '8 Sp AN
S ST PN DN oo N by wpn nipee weooian M2
AT PISDTD WMy D yR(e) TP 133 12 P
MU~ Y enD I wpeD Nt Swm Ry T
W 5 o oIy 5w vniim 53 seoaon MMy 3 20w
DR 11 NTY S MR Rk TRy i, oesn ob T M
I3 PN Pips s © v i M onkr 9 T2 O onp
NINgY Nikgim pin,1or$ spos i MO8 nitimd Aoty 1 o KoY
7595 PRI — OIN DRY TR PN M3 NiRgIM oWin o
PR Y I8 AR 9w 0 eyl
oy 155 Sim i o 925 dn oS nwn R T PN o8 1
137 T0m Tiol? YN DN NN PBID — NI YN DN T WYM3
287 5 1 oY myn 132 13 S nin bR niNgin 5o o) erin

2157 DMY MIRG ‘5 DAY LN ) MIAND ANY bR 1R R ppb Y — kpa amvpd Sk o vp

NP D AMN SRS KT BN D T PR 3P3 73 RAR 377 RTIY) D KW DY RAMD NP
MDD RTD T OMANI RDMTINT NI D N'PDNTID AN D@ PUWA W2 D@ Do

(8™1) D" A" Bwa NP0 BN DW T ONY 8P 1O DOME e TNk b3 RpYT T (B n7D)

N/49 N/46 DOVYY MR Y D B w3
D N NS P NS Tpwa o8 msbn Nap Db ¥MaD AR N 37D phy &R OhTD awp
ND 1 P15 XMAND3 DM (P W W) W P
25 poows O ORY P51 DNoD AN 29 A wMph J(NNR P) TN DD M MmN Pnd K
D 37 "0 MK S5 DY AT LKPY T0 NN 20P 38739 'Y
2" BIpN o) 27 am "0 vad (a0 D 1ud) oY PATp AP
2D P M0 AMIR Y5 B AN 55 A7 T o 1o KD S DY PRATD TR e
LU RAMD N9P D T YW YT D XM NIRRT DMWY AR DY
20 Mo el ap (5 o papS) m ep% 270 KN
PYTR w3 207 D YD 5N DY MAIR 1OP PR M1 A7BR VD TNY I 5 o' Ak wp
TRAD3 R, A0 D NG M YD ND ' 3 papb AN aD ow
NP3 377 87D 175 B3 IR WNPD 170 D @b 1pD JVAT VAT DY MR R — oup vt tep

(3T WwoR) BT PP 53 At YDy 346 B wpb Y Ny
N/45 DI

One may technically use ma‘'aser money to pay for the tuition of his older
sons. Even so, one is better-off not doing so, because money for tuition is
provided from Heaven regardless of his other expenditures [and by using
his ma‘aser funds for it he'll have less Tzedakah money to distribute].
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Aruch Hashulchan forbids using ma‘aser funds for a son'’s tuition because
a father is obligated to ensure his sons are taught Torah regardless.
Likewise, one may not use ma'aser to support a son-in-law in learning.
[This seems to be referring to the Pischai Teshuva cited above where the
father-in-law obligated himself without intending to use ma‘aser funds.]
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Tzitz Eliezer cites several achronim who permit using ma‘aser money
to pay for a son’s tuition. Therefore, if one finds it difficult to pay tuition
otherwise, he can rely on these Poskim.
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Because Halacha does not require one to teach his daughters Torah, one
would be able to pay his daughter’s tuition from ma‘'aser money. However,
Rav Moshe reasons that this leniency would not apply nowadays. Because
the government requires a child to be sent to school, a parent’s general
chinuch obligation already requires sending them to a religious school to
avoid going to a secular school. Consequently, ma'aser money cannot be
used for their tuition. He does add that if the parents cannot make ends
meet, then they may certainly use maaser funds for tuition.
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Rav Shternbuch questions Rav Moshe's assertion that the chinuch
obligation requires paying tuition. Regardless, paying for seminary for
post-high school girls is certainly not obligatory, and ma‘aser funds can
be used if necessary.

' mX a7 10 1R ,Mamm mawn
XD DM AN 27NN M 2PN TN 2T 5 In Awn NNaRn a2t by i

ﬁf? BAIS HAVAAD

TVHTF HALACHA CENTER

43



=} =1-g=) Y D el by op

RN JI33 WD DN 191 (D ANm DA 1S T Ty mINe
W N VTD @MY MAN TY MEn DU WN 9w TmT
AR ANT ONWIMT TN TIIND DB NI Sy memw

IRY VIV AR TIPNR LI a8 1IYn DY
N 2wnY P RYR 0100 Y5 MY Ny
N AP IR MRIM INTVI MMINY
0% 5190 JwaR gTIYM 112 NINRW)
PP D 2 T NIR NMYA IR W
mMaYnn INN PN WY DIPHnIw  anow
,LNIY 727 540,190 1NaY mMaan mYwh
M9 5197 IR NMIAN P MIRNINA G
VYN mynn
PRYI 7AT OV DY ,0W 270 YA (1Y)
N NRT IWVNNY  YHYM ,mwn 1T
ROV W RIANY NN NOVWN ,M¥n
mwn I PRYI RYR MNn JHxY amn
IR N”NT AR HrvH v 9% INR DIpAN
YAV TIY DYYY (MmN ASNnNa mann orR
VPN I ARNIN VNN RY MDY DV 271
DINR 191 1DV DI AT M0 1YY wmn IR
TINYN MDY IRYN ,TIY 270 YAV1 VN
0PN Pavna avnh N1 WRY NNy
R, M1 Yy Dy RP NMRIY
212'0 an> NYNNAY 1M2TY IR RN
DTN M2 Y mRN Y ownnd
T 1991 .5552 TiHN DY DIw ynwm
D9 2INY AN TIYYn DY YY ORPT
RT) INM ,TON NIAR DW3a HY vnN
MO WM MY MRMIN Pa phnnw
YN DY Y 7Y H51Y N1 nosvab
270 PAVY DNIPNY MIPN 190 M NNy
.ov

(9 run

n pon pnyy nmn NAY YN mynn
YN Mynn oHYY PNnNY TISN N o
PI272 P, N2 DY THYY 10 an Ny
n'nd nnY v AR Lhe 1o 0 phn
AvYnn Nnd Amn RMY2N1 IR TMYY
557 ,1 Y0 R P19 NN N 20 YWY (YD)
Sv TINY MRINN P RY YHY 1IN PRY
121 PRY Y9V YRYnN PIITHY ROR ,DINN
1 TRY%Y IR Sy 2N nxya nbh Ny
9901 2p 0 R pPYN DN P NHY
.oNY 1970 NPX ‘A MddN oY

nhYvm NYN3A 120 v mu AR
19182 QR , D TR5NN Y% MY 2IXp MO0
TR MaAY MYwna moY N RPNV
Y ,D19DA Y3 19’ RY ,AWYNA PIVNDN
RN Y H7OR MIRNIN D) DT DIJOL W
DN AT DION MNP a1 vy
0 IMINM N2 PIIRNDINN NNINY
912°0 VIVA ,N2xpNAN N NNY XY DRy
217N RPNV 122 18R ,amnn 93 Mok
1YY NPTN Y TPV ARIN TINYY DVl
ANMIPI AT MM DY MY 1Y HWY
D2MpY

mynn MY N> or pononh WN
1’22 I YV TINYD 10V MIRYIN VPN
v N/ ,DTN5Y 1N 1R 1INY TN PN
59531 p"aININ WP ,MNn DIVN M2
HP) IMIND TIT2 PO PNINY APTX MXN
AMNR DAY DY YN (0 Y0 3 P2

Even when one may use ma‘aser funds for tuition, he must deduct the n'"opo 1" oowm npTy
amount he would have had to pay anyway, such as for room and board. n m2d B wr n'n ana omnan Maw P wyn mynn Tneb 10w mad how m ax

On the other hand, one who pays more than his share in tuition may use  an*pa "M ,0w TM5 NAW N2WDH APTY 1D PTYW 202 MY AN22 DPRY A1 1nw
ma‘aser funds. Moreover, when distributing ma‘aser money one should .oanph
give precedence to his children’s schools.
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Further lyun: Gifts given to a Rebbi or Teacher that are not obligatory can
be given from ma‘aser money. Additionally, one may use ma‘aser money to
pay for extra tutoring for his son, or as a chavrusa for himself. Presumably,
this refers to a recipient who needs the funds. If not, it may depend on
whether ma‘aser can be used for other mitzvos.
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Further lyun: One may deduct an unpaid loan to a poor person from his
ma’aser money. Shach writes that this can only be done if the money was
originally lent with this intention. However, Noda BiYehuda rules that even
after the money has been lent one can decide to use ma‘aser funds in lieu
of repayment, provided the borrower has given his consent.
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If one lent money and the borrower cannot afford to repay it, there is a 2p 20 X'm 1" nwn nmax
dispute among the achronim whether the lender may use his own ma‘aser nwPY wpn mynn A mad 5190 oX omAnRa PSR L0505 B PR Twap apb mbn
funds to collect the debt on behalf of the debtor. If the lender has not mynn 1x MbAb 5127 KT X5 121 55 5122 1132 TWPN2 2N X5 DX DK PMID
accepted the ma‘aser obligation upon himself as a vow, then he can be 05w’ X5 OX TWYN MYnn 723w DN IX 1IN
lenient. When originating a loan to a poor person, one can certainly use

ma‘aser money or stipulate that he will collect from ma‘aser if necessary.
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YOU ARE THE TRUSTEE:

Chazal teach us, the obligation of ma‘aser kesafim is meant
as a lesson for people to realize that all of their money is
given to them by Hashem, and He expects them to make
use of it in a responsible and proper manner.

Of course, one has to use much of his money on his own
family and his own needs, but he is also expected to use
a portion of it to support good causes. Since Hashem
entrusted this person with the money, to a certain extent
it is his choice to decide which causes he will support.
In effect, he is the appointed trustee over those funds,
meaning that he has the discretion to decide what to use
them for.

WHICH CAUSES CAN MA'ASER BE USED FOR?

A common question that comes up is which types of
tzedakah causes can ma'aser be used for.

We can gain insight into this topic from the Gemara that
discusses a Korban Todah. When one vows to bring a
Korban Todah, he also must bring Lachmei Todah together
with it. Lachmei Todah are special loaves of bread brought
togetherwith the korban. When a person promises to bring
an animal as a Korban Todah, the obligation to also provide
the bread for the Lachmei Todah comes automatically.

The Gemara says that if someone has an obligation to
fulfill a vow to bring a Korban Todah, he cannot use crops
of ma‘aser sheni for this purpose. Maaser Sheni is a four-in-
seven-year obligation to bring a tithe of one’s crops to be
eaten in Yerushalaim. (Alternatively, one can redeem these
crops onto money, bring that money to Yerushalaim, use
them to buy food there, and eat that food in Yerushalaim.)
Since his obligation to bring the Lachmei Todah existed
before he separated this ma'aser sheni, it is a preexisting
obligation which cannot be fulfilled with the ma‘aser sheni.

The reason ma‘aser sheni cannot be used for Lachmei Todah
can be understood if we continue to use the analogy of
the trustee. Hashem appoints a person as a trustee to take
ma'‘aser sheni from his crops. As a trustee, he is in charge
of the ma‘aser sheni, but he cannot use it to dispense of his
pre-existing obligations. If one had separated the ma'aser

sheni prior to vowing to bring a Korban Todah, he would
have the right to say, “I am obligating myself to bring a
Todah, and the bread will come from maaser sheni.” In
such an instance, the Lachmei Todah is not a preexisting
obligation from before he separated maaser sheni, which
would make this permissible.

The same concept applies to maaser kesafim. It can be
used for all types of tzedakah, but not for responsibilities
one is obligated to fulfill anyway.

TUITION:

A classic example of this is tuition. If someone has an
obligation to pay his child’s tuition, he would not be
allowed to use ma’‘aser money for this purpose.

Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l discusses the tuition question at
length. He notes that the Gemara says that one is only
required by halacha to pay for his sons to learn Mikrah.
While this was true in days of old, it is certainly not the
case today. A person has an obligation to provide a good
chinuch for his son and to make sure that he is educated
in Torah. Today, this obligation is not fulfilled until a much
later age, because otherwise the child will have to go to
a public school and be exposed to the negative culture
of the street. Similarly, while there is no obligation to
teach girls Torah, there is a responsibility to teach them
the halachos they need to know, as well as how to live
a proper Jewish life. Accordingly, the tuition one pays to
educate his children until they reach the stage where the
parents have fulfilled their responsibility would seemingly
be a preexisting obligation for which maaser cannot be
used.

Having said this, it should be noted that many parents
have the ability to receive certain scholarships or tuition
reductions. If they choose to pay more than they have to
for their child’s education, they certainly can use ma‘aser
money for that.

Additionally, if the parents cannot afford the tuition and
the grandparents decide to help their children by paying
their grandchildren’s tuition, they certainly can pay this
expense using ma‘aser money, as they have no preexisting
obligation to do so. The same would be true if parents have
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a special needs child and cannot pay the exorbitant tuition
on their own. If family members pitch in to help with the
tuition, they may use ma‘aser money for this purpose.

USING MA’ASER MONEY FOR MITZVOS:

Mitzvos that one is required to perform would also be
considered pre-existing obligations that cannot be paid
for with ma'aser money. For example, one is required to
purchase an esrog for Sukkos; therefore, ma'aser money
cannot be used for this purchase.

What if someone wants to spend more money to buy a
better esrog? He technically could spend a small amount
on a kosher esrog, but he desires to spend a larger amount
to buy a more mehudar, beautiful esrog. Can he use maaser
money for the added expense? This question is debatable
and one should consult a Rov if it is relevant to him.

COMMUNAL NEEDS:

There are certain communal needs that everyone is
expected to donate to. The Gemara lists specific things
that a community needs that people can be obligated to
donate to, such as a communal mikvah.

Since a person does have an obligation to donate towards
communal needs like a mikvah, eruv and shul, at least
part of his donation would be considered a preexisting
obligation that cannot be taken from ma‘aser money. If he
donates beyond what is expected of him, he seemingly
would be allowed to use ma‘aser money.

The exact parameters of how much money from such a
donation can be taken from ma‘aser should be discussed
with a Rov.

To watch the video or listen to the shiur given by the Dayan,
visit:

www.baishavaad.org/yorucha-topics

Or signup to receive them via whatsapp: (9 732.232.1412
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YOrucha

IN-DEPTH BUSINESS HALACHA CURRICULUM

To facilitate and provide a framework for the frum businessman to gain the
in-depth halachic knowledge he needs for contemporary business dealings.

Through increased knowledge and guidance, Yorucha will elevate the frum
public’s adherence to halacha as it pertains to choshen mishpat and standard business practices.

What

This ambitious project will harness the ne core curriculum is segmented in modules, and can be
collective expertise of ateam comprised earn an individual self p articipants can join
of advanced talmidei chachamim, chabur oordinated by the aad for those that
experienced, seasoned Dayanim, desire group study. Page by p: tep by step, the lear
that are well versed in corporate Vi C o “Blatt shiur” guidin
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editors and writers, they have created fundamental and practical apj

a syllabus and curriculum of study, with

) o Daily practical Q&A applications of the subject matter will be
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) offered alongside through the Business Halacha Daily series.
gul( lance

wledge on an academic level directly from the source — coupled with real life
will acquire the clarity to determine not only what is a n'7xW, but, mor

important - why.
Only through N2 N17ny — understanding the fundamentals of the subject — can one truly appreciate and internalize what
defines right and wrong.

Similar to a sofer who, with his intensive knowledge of hilchos safrus, is confident and secure in the propriety of his p
too, businessmen will gain the peace of mind knowing with conviction that they ply their trade |
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AS AN INDIVIDUAL

Join the national Yorucha chabura together!
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