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SHEMITAH AND YOVEL:

When Klal Yisroel entered Eretz Yisroel, a cycle 
began wherein they worked the land for six years and 
then allowed it to lay fallow on the seventh. During 
that year, all agricultural work was prohibited. 
This cycle continued for seven periods of seven years 
each. The 50th year was known as Yovel. During that 
year, all the same agricultural prohibitions of the 
seventh year applied. Additionally, all slaves were 
sent home before Yovel and all ancestral lands were 
returned to the original owners.  
The laws of Yovel only apply when most of Klal 
Yisroel resides in Eretz Yisroel. Today, we do not 
observe Yovel at all. While shemitah is not d’ohraysa 
today either, Chazal enacted that it still must be 
observed m’derabanan.  
There a few ways to understand why shemitah is not 
d’ohraysa in contemporary times. Firstly, shemitah is 
a “mitzvah hateluyah ba’aretz” (a mitzvah dependent 
on the land of Eretz Yisroel). According to some 
opinions in the Rishonim, Eretz Yisroel of today does 
not have the same kedushas ha’aretz that it had in 
the times of the Bais Hamikdash, and therefore, the 
mitzvos hateluyos ba’aretz are no longer d’ohraysa. 
Another explanation is that shemitah is only d’ohraysa 
when Yovel is observed. If there is no Yovel, then 
there is no shemitah d’ohraysa either. 

SHEMITAS KESAFIM: 

In addition to the mitzvah to rest the land, there is 
another aspect of shemitah called shemitas kesafim. 
Every seven years, all outstanding loans are erased 

and the borrowers have no obligation to pay them 
back. Most Poskim hold that the loans are voided 
at the end of the shemitah year, although a minority 
opinion holds that parts of the voiding process 
already occur at the beginning of the year.    
The laws of shemitas kesafim are not teluyos ba’aretz, 
dependent on the land of  Eretz Yisroel; therefore, 
they apply in the diaspora as well. Still and all, they 
only apply today m’derabanan. This is either because 
shemitas kesafim is only d’ohraysa in times when 
shemitas karkah is d’ohraysa, or because it is only 
d’ohraysa in times when Yovel is observed.  
During the time of the Second Bais Hamikdash, Hillel 
Hazakein created the institution of pruzbul, which is 
a halachic stratagem to allow lenders to collect their 
debts even after shemitah. The precise mechanics 
and reasons behind this enactment will be explored 
in this segment.  

KEDUSHAS PEIROS:

Besides the prohibition to work the land in the 
seventh year, there is another rule that  all the 
produce that grows on that year is hefker (ownerless), 
and anyone who wants can come and eat it. The 
produce possesses a level of kedusha, which means 
that it has to be eaten in a certain way, can only be 
disposed of in a certain way, and cannot be bought 
and sold in the regular way, in line with the sanctity 
of the fruits and vegetables of shemitah.  Obviously, 
this has huge implications to the buying and selling of 
Lulavim and Esrogim that grow during the Shemitta 
season, as will be discussed be”H.

Sugya Introduction
Concepts that will be discussed in this series of shiurim

SHEMITAH & PRUZBUL



1.	 Before Rosh Hashana of the Shemitta year, the lender should 
stand before three men [the Dayanim] who are knowledgeable 
in the concept of a Pruzbul. The Dayanim should not be 
Halachically related to the lender or to each other.

2.	 Fill in the names of the 3 dayanim and their current location 
into the second paragraph of the form below.

3.	 Using the language found in the second paragraph below, the 
lender should declare before the Dayanim that he is giving 
over to the Bais Din any outstanding debts that are owed to 
him. During the declaration, the lender should stand, and the 
Dayanim should be seated.

4.	 The Dayanim should then fill in and sign the rest of the form 
below, and give it to the lender for safekeeping.

5.	 If one lends money during the year of Shemitta, another 
Pruzbul should be effected before next Rosh Hashana.

Note: if the borrower does not own any land whatsoever, the lender 
should first use a kinyan to grant him a small amount. One should 
consult a Rav for the process to do so. 

שטר פרוזבול

שטר פרוזבול
)לאיש(

במותב תלתא כחדא הוינא ואתא קדמנא
ר' _______________________ בן ר' ____________________   ______________________ )שם משפחתי(, 

ואמר לנו:

"מוסרני לכם
הרב  _____________________ בן _____________________   ______________________ )שם משפחתי(
והרב _____________________ בן _____________________   ______________________ )שם משפחתי(
והרב _____________________ בן _____________________   ______________________ )שם משפחתי(

הדיינים שבעיר __________________________________________ שכל חוב שיש לי בין בשטר ובין בעל 
פה שאגבנו כל זמן שארצה."

ואנחנו שמענו דבריו ויפינו כוחו של הנ"ל שיוכל לגבות כל חובותיו על ידי פרוזבל זה כתקנת חז"ל.
ועל זה באנו על החתום היום,

־ב _______________________ בשבת _______________________ לחודש אלול, שנת תשפ"א לבריאת העו
לם הכל שריר וקיים.

נאום ____________________________דיין 	
נאום ____________________________דיין 	
נאום ____________________________דיין 	

For other scenarios, e.g. appointing an agent to effect a Pruzbul on behalf of another, visit our website at baishavaad.org/pruzbul
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56 S H E M I T A H  &  P R U Z B U L  -  P A R T  I I I

Aside from the prohibition of working the fields during Shemitta, one is 
also prohibited from utilizing Shemitah produce for uses other than eating, 
e.g. for business. In addition, one must get rid of the produce (“biur”) as 
soon as that type of produce can no longer be found out in the fields.

פרשת בהר פכ"ה פסוק ד – ז, רש"י ד"ה והיתה וד"ה ולבהמתך
חוץ מהאיסור מלאכה בשדה בשנת השמיטה, גם אסור להתנהג בפירות שביעית כבעל הבית, 
אלא הם עומדים לאכילה לבד. בנוסף לזה, יש חובת "ביעור" על פירות שביעית בזמן שמין זה 

כלה מן השדה.
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Ramban clarifies that “biur” does not mean to literally destroy the produce; 
rather, he must make them hefker.

רמב"ן ויקרא כה פסוק ז
הרמב"ן מבאר ענין זה של ביעור, שאין הכוונה שחייב לאבד הפירות ממש, רק שחייב להפקירם.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   מקראות גדולות מאורות - ג (ויקרא) תנ"ך. ירושלים. תשנ"ה. עמוד מס 567 



58 S H E M I T A H  &  P R U Z B U L  -  P A R T  I I I

In his listing of the mitzvos, Ramban counts the eating of Shemitah 
produce. Consequently, one who uses it for commerce has transgressed 
this positive commandment.  According to this, some say that each time 
one eats Shemitah produce he fulfills a positive mitzva.

רמב"ן במנין מצוות שלו, מצות עשה ג'
מנה "לאכלה" כמצוות עשה, והמשתמש בפירות שביעית לסחורה כביטול מצוות עשה. וי"א 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   משנה תורה <מהדורה חדשה> - (ספר המצוות) משה בן מימון (רמב"ם) עמוד מס 214 שיש מצוות עשה בכל אכילת הפירות.
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Based on the Rambam’s omission of this mitzva, Aruch Hashulchan takes 
the position that there is no positive commandment to eat Shemitah 
produce. Rather, the Torah’s statement is merely to permit eating it.

ערוך השלחן העתיד הלכות שמיטה סימן כד ס"ו 
נקט כסתמיות הרמב"ם שאין בזה מצות עשה מיוחדת לאכול פירות שביעית, אלא היתר אכילה 

בלבד.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   ערוך השלחן העתיד - א (זרעים) אפשטיין, יחיאל מיכל בן אהרן יצחק הלוי עמוד מס 80 



60 S H E M I T A H  &  P R U Z B U L  -  P A R T  I I I

Maharitz Chiyus cites the opinion of the Aruch that commerce with the 
produce of Shemitah is merely a Rabbinic prohibition.

מהר"ץ חיות ר"ה דף כב.
הביא בשם הערוך שאיסור סחורה בפירות שביעית הוא רק מדרבנן.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - ז ראש השנה תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס 139 
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - ז ראש השנה תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס 139 

Commerce with Shemitah produce is called “the dust of the Shemitah” 
[prohibition] in the sense that the main prohibition is working the fields. Still, 
one who does engage in such commerce will become impoverished r”l.
The Beraisa teaches that monies used to buy Shemitah produce are 
subject to the same rules as Shemitah produce itself, while the produce 
still retains its Shemitah status. 

גמרא סוכה דף מ:
אלא  איסור שמיטה  עיקר  מפני שאינו  "אבקה של שביעית"  נקראת  בפירות שביעית  סחורה 
איסור קל שבה. ומ"מ העוסק בכך יבא לידי עניות, ר"ל. עוד נתבאר שפירות שביעית תופסים את 

דמיהם, ר"ל שהמוכר פירות שביעית חייב לנהוג בדמים כל דיני שביעית של הפרי.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - ט סוכה תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס 92 



62 S H E M I T A H  &  P R U Z B U L  -  P A R T  I I I

If a worker is given money with the instructions to collect Shemitah 
produce, his wages are permitted because they are in lieu of his work, 
not the produce. Whereas, if the employer stated that the wages are 
being given as payment for the collected produce, the wages are subject 
to the laws of Shemitta. Similarly, one may buy a loaf from a baker and 
commit to supply him with Shemitah produce in exchange, because the 
produce itself is hefker and it is considered an unrelated exchange of gifts. 
However, if he already bought the loaf and now owes the baker money, he 
cannot give Shemitah produce in lieu of payment.

משנה שביעית פ"ח מ"ד, רע"ב
השוכר פועל לטרוח לו בפירות שביעית, שכרו מותר, כיון שלפי ציווי הנותן המעות הם בעד 
הטירחה. משא"כ אם אמר שהמעות הם בגלל הפירות, שכרו אסור, כלומר שיש על המעות דין 
קדושת שביעית דהוי הפועל כאילו מוכר לו הפירות. וכן הלוקח לחם מנחתום והבטיח לו שיתן 
לו מפירות שביעית, אי"ז כסחורה בפירות שביעית אלא כמתנת חנם בעלמא. משא"כ אם לקח 

סתם ונתחייב לו מעות, אינו יכול לשלם לו בפירות שביעית, דהוי פורע חובו בפירות שביעית. 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   משניות זכר חנוך - א (זרעים א) משנה עמוד מס 515 
הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   משניות זכר חנוך - א (זרעים א) משנה עמוד מס 516 
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   משניות זכר חנוך - א (זרעים א) משנה עמוד מס 516 



64 S H E M I T A H  &  P R U Z B U L  -  P A R T  I I I

When acquiring a Shemitah Esrog from an am ha’aretz [who may not be 
given money that is subject to the laws of Shemitah because he may 
misuse them], one must either accept it as a gift, or “swallow” its payment 
into the price of the Lulav, i.e., the price of the lulav is raised to include the 
money for the esrog, and the esrog itself is given “for free”. Tosafos explain 
the seller didn’t pick the Esrog in order to sell it, thus avoiding the problem 
of commerce with Shemitah produce.

משנה וגמ' סוכה דף לט., תד"ה וליתיב
הקונה אתרוג שיש בו קדושת שביעית מעם הארץ ]שאסור ליתן לו דמי שביעית שמא לא יתנהג 
בהם כדין[, צריך לעשות כן באופן שמקבל האתרוג במתנה או בהבלעה, ר"ל שמשלם ביוקר 
בעד הלולב, וכולל בו שכר האתרוג. ובתוס' כתבו הטעם שאין בזה משום איסור סחורה, דמיירי 

שלא לקטן כדי למוכרן.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - ט סוכה תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס 89 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - ט סוכה תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס 417 

<<
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Of the four minim, only the Esrog is subject to the laws of Shemitta, 
because the others are akin to wood, not produce.

פירוש המשניות להרמב"ם, סוכה פ"ג מי"א
דומה לעצים שאין קדושת שביעית חלה  כי הוא  ולא בלולב  יש קדושת שביעית  רק באתרוג 

עליהם. וע"ע בתוס' רעק"א על הגליון.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - ט סוכה תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס 417 

<<



66 S H E M I T A H  &  P R U Z B U L  -  P A R T  I I I

Sfas Emes suggests that the method of havla’a, absorbing the payment 
into another object, is only effective to ensure the money doesn’t 
become subjected to the laws of Shemitta. However, it does not avoid the 
prohibition of commerce with Shemitah produce where it is applicable.

שפת אמת סוכה דף לט.
דמי  לדין  מועילה  ורק  סחורה,  לאיסור  מועילה  אינה  לדייק שהבלעה  יש  התוספות  מדברי 

שביעית.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שפת אמת <ש"ס> - מועד ב אלטר, יהודה אריה ליב בן אברהם מרדכי עמוד מס 199 
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A shopkeeper may sell a dish that includes Shemitah produce by raising the 
price of the other ingredients to include the price of the produce. Maharil 
Diskin proves from here that havla’a is sufficient to avoid the problem of 
commerce with Shemitah produce.

תוספתא שביעית פ"ו הט"ו
־מותר לחנוני למכור תבשיל שיש בו ירק של שביעית, ולהבליע את שכר הירק בתוך שאר הדב

רים שבתוך התבשיל. בשו"ת מהרי"ל דיסקין הביא ראי' מכאן שמועילה הבלעה גם לגבי איסור 
סחורה, ודלא כהשפת אמת.
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Further Iyun: The sefer Mishmeres Hashvi’is provides a synopsis of the 
laws regarding the sale of Shemitah produce.

ליתר עיון: ספר משמרת השביעית פרק י"ז
הלכה למעשה מכירת פירות שביעית בלי איסור סחורה.

  

ליתר עיון
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There is another method of selling Esrogim of Shemitah that was instituted 
by the Chazon Ish. The Tosefta writes that a Bais Din can collect and 
distribute Shemitah produce, and charge money for its expenses. Chazon 
Ish drafted a contract that enables the Esrog sellers to be agents of the 
Bais Din.

דרך אמונה ]להגר"ח קנייבסקי שליט"א[, הלכות שמיטה פ"ו סקי"ט
בענין אוצר בית דין למכירת אתרוגים

יש עוד תקנה שהנהיג החזון איש למכירת אתרוגים של שמיטה. בתוספתא מבואר שמותר לבית 
תיקן שטרות שמוכרי  ע"כ  לנצרכים, ע"ש הפרטים.  בזול  ולמוכרם  פירות שביעית  דין לאצור 

אתרוגים יכולים להיות שלוחי בית דין לאצור האתרוגים ולמוכרם.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   דרך אמונה - ד (ביכורים ושאר מ"כ שבגבולין, שמיטה ויובל) קנייבסקי, שמריהו יוסף חיים בן יעקב ישראל עמוד מס 284 
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   דרך אמונה - ד (ביכורים ושאר מ"כ שבגבולין, שמיטה ויובל) קנייבסקי, שמריהו יוסף חיים בן יעקב ישראל עמוד מס 285 
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HASHEM’S FRUITS:

The verses that deal with the prohibitions of working the 
fields on shemitah, as well as the limitations of how one can 
use produce that grows during the seventh year, are found 
in Parshas Behar; however, the first mention of crops grown 
during shemitah is in Parshas Mishpatim. At the end of the 
Parshas Mishpatim, the Torah says that one may work his fields 
for six years, but on the seventh year he must abandon his field 
and let poor people eat the crops, with any leftovers being 
forsaken to be eaten by animals. 

We see that the mitzvah of shemitah entails to make the fruits 
of the land hefker, to be eaten by anyone who comes across 
them.  It is certainly forbidden to work the land or to keep 
the fruit after the time when it must be abandoned. Fruits 
that grew after the owner of the field worked on shemitah in 
violation of halacha are known as “ne’evad”, fruits that came 
through [forbidden] work. Produce that is taken into one’s 
home in a forbidden manner, rather than being made hefker 
is known as “shamur”, protected fruit.. There is a discussion in 
halacha regarding what should be done to the produce once 
it is shamur or ne’evad. In any event, it certainly is forbidden to 
create either type of case. 

IS HEFKER AUTOMATIC? 

There is a famous dispute between the Mabit and the Bais Yosef 
regarding whether the produce of shemitah becomes hefker 
automatically or if the owner is obligated to declare them hefker. 
The Mabit says that the Torah makes the fruits hefker, and the 
owner doesn’t have to do anything for it to happen. Since the 
fruits are inherently hefker, there would automatically be no 
obligation on the owner to separate terumos and ma’asros. The 
Bais Yosef disagrees and says that one is commanded to make 
his fruits hefker, but it does not happen by itself. He goes so far 
as to say that until the owner declares his produce ownerless, 
they still belong to him. Accordingly, until the owner makes 
the produce hefker, he would have an obligation to separate 
terumos and ma’asros. 

Another ramification of this dispute between the Mabit and 
Bais Yosef would be the status of produce grown in Eretz 
Yisroel on land owned by non-Jews. According to the Mabit, 
all the land in Eretz Yisroel is inherently hefker, including land 
owned by non-Jews, which would mean that even these fruits 
have kedushas sheviis. According to the Bais Yosef, the land is 
not hefker until the owner declares it hefker; therefore, land 
owned by non-Jews would not have kedushas sheviis. 

L’ACHLAH:

In Parshas Behar, it is stated that the fruits of shemitah are 
“for you and everybody else to eat” [l’achlah]. It then says that 
whatever is left should be left out for animals to eat. Chazal learn 
from this verse that the way people use the produce must be 
similar in a certain sense to the way animals use it. This halacha 
is known as “l’achlah” and has a number of ramifications. 

First of all, included in the halacha of “l’achlah” is that a person 
can only eat the fruits of his field insofar as animals are able 
to eat them. To give an example: Let’s say that the harvesting 
season for peaches is in August. Until that time, peaches can 
be found on trees and both people and animals could eat them. 
After all the peaches are harvested, no more would be found on 
trees. At that time, the only peaches to be found would be in an 
individual’s personal possession. Since at this time no peaches 
remain that animals can eat in the field, if a person would 
continue to eat them in a normal way, it would be perceived as 
an expression of ownership, which is forbidden. While eating 
these peaches is not forbidden, showing ownership on them 
is; therefore, once the time of harvesting has passed, one 
must make all the peaches in his possession hefker. This time is 
known in halacha as the “zeman biur”.  

Some Rishonim actually say that one must destroy the 
produce after the zeman biur; however, the accepted p’sak is 
in accordance with those who say that it does not need to be 
destroyed but must be made hefker. 

Also included in the rule of “l’achlah” is that the produce may 
not be used for selling for profit. Buying and selling the fruits 
would be a form of showing ownership, which is forbidden. 
Additionally, if one were to exchange shemitah fruits for money, 
the kedusha would transfer from the fruit onto the money as 
well, which would create restrictions on how the money can 
be used. So how is it possible for stores to sell produce on 
shemitah? The Halacha is that it cannot be bought and sold for 
money in the regular sense, but it can be bought and sold with 
a method known as “havla’ah”.  This means that the cost of the 
shemitah produce is “swallowed” into the price of another item 
that is permissible to sell. For example, if someone wants to 
sell apples that grew on shemitah, he cannot sell them directly. 
Instead, he can sell another item that is not a fruit grown on 
shemitah, charge a bit more for that item, and throw the apples 
into the deal for free.  

As we mentioned, shemitah produce grown by a Jew must be 
made hefker, so it would be forbidden to sell in any case. The 
leniency of havla’ah would only be applicable in cases where it 
is permitted to sell the fruit. One example of this would be if it 

Shemitah & Pruzbul Part III Shiur
A  T R A N S C R I P T I O N  O F  T H E  Y O R U C H A  C U R R I C U L U M  W E E K L Y  S H I U R  V I D E O
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were fruits grown by a non-Jew according to the opinion that 
these fruits have kedushas sheviis.

One more ramification of a fruit having kedushas sheviis is that 
the peels and any other part of the fruit that is not eaten cannot 
simply be thrown away. It has to be treated with proper respect 
and placed in a special place until it rots. Once it is no longer 
edible, it no longer needs to be used only “l’achlah” and can be 
disposed of. 

LULAV AND ESROG;

A very practical application of these laws comes into play when 
purchasing an esrog. If the esrog grew on the seventh year, it 
has kedushas sheviis and cannot be bought or sold. (Whether 
“growing” is defined by when the fruit sprouted from the 
ground or when it was picked is a discussion that is beyond the 
scope of this overview.) 

A lulav is not a fruit and does not have kedushas sheviis. The 
Gemara actually says that a lulav does have kedushah; however, 
the reason it says this is because lulavim were used in those 
days as brooms. Today, no one uses them in such a manner; 
therefore, a lulav is merely akin to a piece of wood. 

Since the lulav has no kedushas sheviis and the esrog does, one 
would have to sell the lulav at an inflated price and throw in the 
esrog for free. 

OTZAR BEIS DIN: 

As we said, the fruits of the seventh year must be made hefker, 
and anyone who wants can come and take some. This, however, 
is not a practical way of obtaining fruits and vegetables for 
most people. Most people do not live near farms and cannot 
just go and take some fruit. So how should they get produce 
during shemitah? 

To deal with this problem, Chazal instituted something called 
Otzar Beis Din. This concept, which is mentioned in the 
Tosefta, means that a beis din has the ability to hire workers to 
pick the fruit from the trees, transport it to population centers 
and distribute it to the people. Since they are doing this for the 
public benefit, and not for a profit, and it is being done by a beis 
din and does not include any private ownership, it is permitted 
on shemitah. They also can charge a minimal price to cover the 
expenses of paying the workers and the transportation and 
other costs, as long as they are not selling it at a profit. 

This is how most people in Eretz Yisroel obtain produce during 
the seventh year.

HAVDALLAH WINE:

There are many other applications of the rule of “l’achlah”; 
however, we will mention just one more fascinating one. 

By Havdalah, many people are accustomed to spilling out a bit 
of wine to use to put out the candle. Some also have a custom 
of taking some wine and placing it in their eyes or pockets. 

When using shemitah produce, itmust be disposed of in a 
respectable manner and cannot be used in a destructive way; 
therefore, it would not be permitted to spill out shemitah wine 
for either of these purposes.   

To watch the video or listen to the shiur given by the Dayan, visit: 
www.baishavaad.org/yorucha-topics  
Or signup to receive them via whatsapp:   732.232.1412
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V I S I O N
Through increased knowledge and guidance,  

Yorucha will elevate the frum public’s 
adherence to halacha as it pertains to 

choshen mishpat and standard business 
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As participants amass a broad and deep knowledge on an academic level directly from the source — 
coupled with real life scenarios presented by experienced Dayanim — they will acquire the clarity to 
determine not only what is a  שאלה, but, more important - why. 

Only through עמלות בתורה — understanding  the fundamentals of the subject — can one truly appreciate 
and internalize what defines right and wrong.

Fulfillment and satisfaction in the realm of the divine is like no other.  A mesayem masechta revels in the 
transcendent feeling of his accomplishment. Truly sublime and the envy of his peers. 

Contemporary businessmen have their own, unique, ‘siyum hashas’ at the completion of Yorucha 
corriculum. It is the moral imperative of a frum yid, and now accessible to all.

The hadran alach of Yorucha is the ultimate badge of honor and medal of distinction for the businessman 
of our times.

Similar to a sofer who, with his intensive knowledge of  hilchos safrus, is confident and secure in the 
propriety of his profession; so, too, businessmen will gain the peace of mind knowing with conviction that 
they ply their trade be’emunah uveyosher. 

This ambitious project will harness 
the collective expertise of a team 
comprised of advanced talmidei 
chachamim, experienced, seasoned 
Dayanim, that are well versed in 
corporate practice and common 
business norms. 

Collaborating with a talented group of 
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a syllabus and curriculum of study, with 
accompanying shiurim and personal 
guidance, enabling participants to have 
the tools to proclaim with confidence, 
“Yes. Nossasi venosati be’emunah!” 

What How

Why

The core curriculum is segmented in modules, 
and can be learned as an individual self paced; 
or, participants can join chaburos coordinated 
by the Bais HaVaad for those that desire 
group study. Page by page, step by step, the 
learning will be facilitated with a daily audio 
“Blatt shiur” guiding the participant through 
the sources as well as a weekly video shiur 
presented on each topic by Dayanim that will 
share fundamental and practical applications 
of the sugya covered.

 Daily practical Q&A applications of the 
subject matter will be offered alongside 
through the Business Halacha Daily series.
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C re  
Curriculum

(subject to change)

P A R T  I  

Business Halacha 
Fundamentals

Elul 5780 

	• Dina D’malchusa Dina- 2*
҇	 Obligation to Adhere to Civil Law
҇	 How Civil Law Impacts Agreements Between Two 

Parties
	• Common Business Practice & Minhag Mevatel  

Halacha - 2
҇	 What Constitutes a Minhag
҇	 How Minhag Impacts Employment, Tenancy, 

Partnerships and Real Estate Deals etc.

Tishrei 5781 (Expanded Yom Tov Edition)
	• Business and Employment on Chol Hamoed

P A R T  I I 

Setting Up A Kosher 
Business

Winter 5781

	• Introduction to Choshen Mishpat & Business Halacha -1 

	• Gezel - 3
	• Gezel Akum, Ta’os and Mate' Akum -2 
	• Geneivas Da’as - 1
	• Acceptable Marketing - 1
	• Halachic Considerations of Corporate Gifting - 1
	• Halachos of Employment -4

҇	 Backing Out
҇	 Where Backing Out Causes a Loss
҇	 Working Pro Bono and Hiring Jewish 
҇	 Obligations of Employer and Employee

	• Halachic Deals and Documents - 4
҇	 Understanding Asmachta
҇	 Agreements and Kinyan Devarim 
҇	 The Halachic “Agreement Validation” Clause
҇	 Non-Competes and Non-Circumvent 

Agreements 
	• Partnerships & Corporations - 4

҇	 Structuring
҇	 Legal Entities and Trusts
҇	 Management
҇	 Divisions of Profits and Losses

Nissan 5781  
(Expanded Yom Tov Edition)
	• Corporate Chametz - The Issues and the Solutions
	• Isurei Hana’ah 

P A R T  I I I

Maintaining A Kosher 
Business

Summer 5781 -  
Commitments & Kinyanim
	• Hasagas Gevul & Competition - 4

҇	  Ani Hamehapech
҇	  Ma'arufiya

	• Kinyanim Expounded - 4
҇	 Mechusar Amana
҇	 Mi Shepara
҇	 Situmta and Kinyanim of the Marketplace

	• Ona’ah - 2 
	• Mekach Ta’os- 3

P A R T  I  

Business Halacha 
Fundamentals

P A R T  I I 

Setting Up A Kosher 
Business

P A R T  I I I

Maintaining A Kosher 
Business

* Number of weeks for this topic



Summer Break 5781  
(Special Edition)
	• Tzedaka and Maaser - 8

Tishrei 5782  
(Expanded Yom Tov Edition)
	• Pruzbul and other Shmitah Topics

Winter 5782 (Leap Year) -  
1st Semester 

	• Loans and Guarantees - 2
	• Collections and Bankruptcy- 2
	• Ribbis 101 / The Basics - 4
	• Ribbis by way of Commerce -4

Winter 5782 - 2nd Semester -  
When Things Don’t Go As 
Expected:

	• Bais Din - 3
	• Din and Lifnim Mishuras Hadin - 2 
	• Arka’os - 2
	• Quitting, Firing, and Severance - 2
	• Partnership Dissolution - 2

Nissan 5782   
(Expanded Yom Tov Edition)

	• Maintaining a Facility on Pesach

 Summer 5782 -   
Final Testing and Review

Choshen Mishpat Supplemental Track
	• More In-Depth and Intricate Learning of Previous Topics 
	• Nizkei Shcheinim
	• Mazik, Garmi, and Halachic Torts
	• Hashavas Aveida
	• Mitzva of Lending
	• Yerusha and Trusts
	• Trustees and Executors
	• Shomrim and Fiduciaries
	• Shluchim and Agents
	• Harsha’a and Power of Attorney
	• The Shibuda D’Reb Nosson Law
	• Hefker, Pruzbul, and Other Choshen Mishpat Topics

Real Estate Track:
	• General Real Estate
	• Bar Metzra
	• Acquisitions and Ani Hamehapech
	• Lo Sachmod
	• Brokerage
	• Landlord/Tenant
	• Zoning Laws
	• Rent Control and Evictions
	• Fix and Flip
	• Administrations and Boards 

HealthCare Track:
	• Shabbos and Yom Tov
	• The Kosher Kitchen
	• Employment Training
	• Facility and Housekeeping 
	• Compliance and Fiduciary
	• Partnership and Employment
	• Medical Issues

Finance and Ribbis Track:
	• Introduction: Understanding Ribbis
	• Ribbis of Non Jews and Mumar
	• Foreign Currencies & Commodities: Se'ah Bese'ah Applications
	• Corporate Lending & Borrowing
	• Credit Unions - Ownership in Ribbis Entities
	• Credit Unions: Paying Ribbis by Court Order
	• Pesika:Deposits & Price Guarantees
	• Tarsha- Paying for Credit & Early Bird Specials
	• Arvus & Ribbis: Cosigning on a Non Jew's Loan
	• Arvus & Ribbis: Cosigning on a Ribbis Loan
	• Differentiating Between Expenses & Interest: Defining the Two
	• Ribbis in Partnerships
	• Ribbis in Contracts - Capital Calls and Late Fees
	• Deal Syndication & the Real Estate Process From Negotiation to Closing
	• Ribbis as a Knas: Fines & Penalties
	• Purchasing Tax Liens and Mortgage Bundles
	• Using a Purchased Item When the Sale was Reversed
	• Selling Conditional on Reversing the Sale
	• Ribbis Responsibilities of Lawyers, Brokers, and Witnesses
	• Review of Ribbis Fundamentals
	• Hard Money Loans & Heter Iska - Kulo Pikadon; Chatzi Milve
	• Heter Iska- The Approach of Reb Moshe Feinstein
	• Heter Iska Klali and Loans Specified to be Al Pi Heter Iska
	• Ribbis Mukdemes - Ribbis MeUcheres
	• Ribbis Devarim
	• Defining Ribbis: Gifts, Favours and Charitable Donations

P A R T  I V

Industry-Specific & In-Depth 
Supplemental Tracks



BELLE HARBOR
Congregation Bais Yehuda 
R' Dovid Semel

BROOKLYN
Bais Aharon (Felder's) 
Rabbi Heshy Wolf 

Flatbush Park Jewish Center 
Rabbi Eli Moskovitz 
Rabbi Yisroel Perelson 

Yad Yosef Torah Center
Rabbi Eddie Kassin

CATSKILL REGION 
Tamarack Hills - Ellenville  
Rav Dovid Grossman

CHICAGO
Agudas Yisroel of West Rogers Park 
Rabbi Moshe Scheinberg

CLEVELAND
Beis Doniel 
Rabbi Dovid Aron Gross

DALLAS
Congregation Toras Chaim
Rabbi Yaakov Rich

DETROIT
Lakewood Kollel
Rabbi Boruch Miller

FAIRLAWN
Rabbi David Pardo

FAR ROCKAWAY
Khal Zichron Moshe Dov 
Rabbi Ahron Stein

Sulitzer Bais Medrash 
Rabbi Avrohom Hartman

GATESHEAD, UK
Rabbi Dov Oppenheimer

GIBRALTAR
Massias Hall 
Rabbi Rafi Bitan

JACKSON
Khal East Veterans  
Rabbi Baruch Issac

LAKEWOOD
Bais HaVaad 
Rav Dovid Grossman

Bais Medrash Ohev Yisroel 
Dayan Shmuel Honigwachs 
Reb Shaya Ellinson

Bais Medrash of Chestnut 
Rabbi Yosef Greenfeld 

Bernath and Rosenberg
Rav Baruch Fried 
R' Yossi Schuck 
R' Yehoshua Wolf 

Bitbean 
Rabbi Aryeh Caplan 
R' Ephraim Arnstein

Clearstream Chabura 
Rabbi Yosef Fund 
R' Yitzy Rosenbaum

Kehal Nachlas Yaakov  
Rabbi Mayer Boruch Turin
R' Moshe Netzer 

Madison Executive Offices 
Rabbi Doniel Dombroff

Minyan Avreichim Sefaradi 
Rav Ariel Ovadia

LAWRENCE
Heichal Dovid (W) 
Reb Yakov Lowinger 
Rabbi Mattisyahu Blumenthal

Yeshiva Gedolah Ateres Yaakov 
Rabbi Yisroel Gold

LOS ANGELES
Bait Aaron Torah Outreach Center 
Rabbi Moshe Nourollah 
R' Avraham Hirshberg 

Kollel of LA 
Rabbi Zalmen Frager

LIDO BEACH
Lido Beach Synagogue 
Reb Yakov Lowinger

MINNEAPOLIS
Minneapolis Kollel
Rabbi Maeier Kutoff 
Rabbi Binyomin Stoll 

MONSEY
Brisker Kollel 
Rabbi Michoel Illes 

Congregation Torah Utfila
Rabbi Moshe Langer

Haverstraw Community Chabura 
Rabbi Tzvi Rubin

Khal Chaye Avraham 
Rav Yecheskel Spitzer 
Rabbi Eli Moskovitz

Monsey Night Kollel
Rabbi Yisroel Sapirstein 
Reb Shimon Marlin

Zichron Yakov 
Rabbi Yehuda Russack 
R' Simcha Levi

PASSAIC 
Rabbi Yaakov Pascal

PHILADELPHIA
Philadelphia Community Kollel
Rabbi Yosef Prupas 
Rabbi Yaakov Baum

QUEENS
Cong. Ohr Bechor Halevi 
Rabbi Chaim Schwartz

ST. LOUIS
St. Louis Chabura 
Reb Yaakov Klein

STATEN ISLAND
Kehilas Niles 
Rabbi Dovid Waldman

TORONTO
Ateres Mordechai, Thornhill Kollel 
Rabbi Yosef Rothbart

WATERBURY
Yeshiva Ateres Shmuel 
Rabbi Bernstein

WEST HEMPSTEAD
Eitz Chayim of Dogwood Park 
Rabbi Dov Greer 

Young Israel of W. Hempstead
Reb David Felt 
Reb Aaron Gershonowitz

WOODMERE
Aish Kodesh 
Rabbi Yoni Levin 

Kehillas Bnai Hayeshivos
Rabbi Shmuel Witkin

Yeshiva Gedola Five Towns 
Rabbi Ami Glassberg

CURRENT YORUCHA CHABUROS

TO CREATE OR JOIN CHABURA CONTACT US 
  732.232.1412     888.485.VAAD(8223) #302      yorucha@baishavaad.org     baishavaad.org/yorucha 



As participants amass a broad and deep knowledge on an academic level directly from the source — coupled with real life 
scenarios presented by experienced Dayanim — they will acquire the clarity to determine not only what is a שאלה, but, more 
important - why. 

Only through עמלות בתורה — understanding the fundamentals of the subject — can one truly appreciate and internalize what 
defines right and wrong.

Similar to a sofer who, with his intensive knowledge of  hilchos safrus, is confident and secure in the propriety of his profession; 
so, too, businessmen will gain the peace of mind knowing with conviction that they ply their trade be’emunah uveyosher. 

This ambitious project will harness the 
collective expertise of a team comprised 
of advanced talmidei chachamim, 
experienced, seasoned Dayanim, 
that are well versed in corporate 
practice and common business norms. 
Collaborating with a talented group of 
editors and writers, they have created 
a syllabus and curriculum of study, with 
accompanying shiurim and personal 
guidance.

What How

Why

The core curriculum is segmented in modules, and can be 
learned as an individual self paced; or, participants can join 
chaburos coordinated by the Bais HaVaad for those that 
desire group study. Page by page, step by step, the learning 
will be facilitated with a daily audio “Blatt shiur” guiding the 
participant through the sources as well as a weekly video 
shiur presented on each topic by Dayanim that will share 
fundamental and practical applications of the sugya covered.

Daily practical Q&A applications of the subject matter will be 
offered alongside through the Business Halacha Daily series.

I N - D E P T H  B U S I N E S S  H A L A C H A  C U R R I C U L U M

M I S S I N  To facilitate and provide a framework for the frum businessman to gain the 
in-depth halachic knowledge he needs for contemporary business dealings. 

V I S I O N  Through increased knowledge and guidance,  Yorucha will elevate the frum 
public’s adherence to halacha as it pertains to choshen mishpat and standard business practices.

  888.485.VAAD(8223) #303

  yorucha@baishavaad.org
  baishavaad.org/yorucha 

JOIN THE  
YORUCHA INITIATIVE!

3 WAYS TO JOIN:
AS AN INDIVIDUAL

AS A COMMUNITY

AS A BUSINESS

Join the national Yorucha chabura together!

Tap into the physical or digital resources via 
hard copies, web, email and/or whatsapp.

Connect with Bais HaVaad Dayanim and 
Poskim for any questions you may have, as 
well as arranging study sessions with a Dayan, 
setting up a chavrusa, and more.

Reach out to organize a choshen mishpat 
chabura in your own shul.

Set up or join a community or shul chabura

Set up a Board Room Bais Medrash in your business

Mincha Learning In just 5 minutes a day, 
before or after Mincha, you can learn short, 
practical and insightful Business Halachos.

Weekly Lunch & Learn Join a deeper dive 
into the background of the halachos by 
understanding the sugya behind the halachos 
as well.

Five Towns  •  Belle Harbor  •  Chicago  •  Queens  •  Lakewood  •  Dallas  •  Jackson  •  Philadelphia  •  Lido Beach  •  Staten Island  •  Monsey
Los Angeles  •  Baltimore  •  Far Rockaway  •  West Hempstead  •  Cleveland  •  Flatbush  •  Toronto  •  Boro Park  •  Minneapolis   •  Detroit   •  St. Louis

C U R R E N T 
C H A B U R O S




