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Sugya Introduction

Concepts that will be discussed in this series of shiurim

TZEDAKAH IS MUCH MORE THAN MERELY A
SOCIETAL GOOD.

The reason Kilal Yisroel are the leaders in philanthropy
worldwide is because we recognize that tzedakah is not merely
a “good deed”; rather, it is an integral part of the preservation
of the world. The Ribono Shel Olam created the world in a
way in which we are empowered to help and support those
that have less than us. It is for this reason, explains Reb Chaim
Volozhiner (Ruach Chaim 1:5), that the reward for tzedakah is
much more direct and guaranteed than most other mitzvos.

By giving tzedakah properly and generously, we become
partners with Hashem. When we do so, we are acting as a
trusted agent to deliver the funds that Hashem wants to
distribute to all of Klal Yisroel.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TZEDAKAH AND MA'ASER:

There are two categories of giving charity which often get
confused - namely tzedakah and ma‘aser. It is important to
clarify and understand the differences between them in order
to properly learn the halachos of both mitzvos.

LEVEL OF OBLIGATION:

One important difference between the mitzvah of tzedakah
and the halacha of giving ma‘aseris the origin of the obligation.
Tzedakah is definitely a mitzvah d'oraysa. When one is
approached by a poor person asking for alms, he has a positive
Biblical commandment to give him a donation. One who
refuses an ani's request transgresses a host of positive and
negative Torah commandments.

Regarding ma'aser, on the other hand, there are varying
opinions as to its level of obligation. While a minority of
Poskim consider it a d'oraysa, other Poskim say it is a Rabbinic
chiyuv, and a majority hold it to be merely a minhag, albeit an
obligatory minhag.

It is important to note, that ma‘aser can become a d'oraysa
obligation if it is acted upon like a neder or if done a certain
way three times without saying b’li neder.

AMOUNT OF OBLIGATION:

Another difference is in the amount of the obligation. Ma‘aser
is typically a static ten percent of one’s earnings, whereas the
amount of tzedakah one gives can be much less or much more
than one-tenth.

A person is obligated to give an ani the amount of “dei
machsoro asher yechsar lo". This means that one has to fully
supply the person’s immediate needs - however much that
may be - barring other circumstances. For example, if a pauper
has a great immediate need and the only one who can help is
you, you may be obligated to give him much more than 10%
of your income; however, where that is not the case, one can
technically fulfill his tzedakah obligation by giving as little as %
of a shekel per year (approximately 1-2 dollars).

BLESSINGS AND REWARDS:

It is well-known that one who gives charity is rewarded with
a very unique guarantee of “aser bishvil shetisasher’. This is
a guarantee that if you give ma'‘aser, you will become rich. In
addition, although it is prohibited to “test” Hashem with any
other mitzvah, when it comes to tzedakah there is a very
unique “challenge” that the Navi echoes from the Ribono Shel
Olam, who says: (Malachi 3:10) “U’vchanuni na bezos”, and you
shall test me with this (with the obligation of ma‘aser) if | shall
not open for you the warehouses of the heavens and shower
you with blessing, “ad b’li dai” (endlessly).

Some opine that these unique concepts are not applicable to
one who merely adheres to the basic mitzvah of tzedakah, but
rather they are only relevant to one who follows the obligation
of ma‘aser strictly and meticulously.
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QUESTIONS ON
Tzedakah & Ma'aser

Below are some practical scenarios that will apply to the material

How poor does one need to be in order to qualify for accepting
tzedakah? How about in the case of an organization; what are the
parameters for them to qualify being able to accept tzedakah money
from others?

When giving tzedakah,
are there specific causes
that take precedence

| am regularly approached by
meshulachim during davening.
It really gets in the way of my

concentration; must | give over others in terms of
them tzedakah at that time? giving those organizations
Are there specific times of first, or more significant
davening that are ok to give amounts? (i.e. Yeshivos,
and other times that are mikvaos, shuls, children
forbidden? with disabilities, families

with no food/shelter etc...)

A family member of mine is b"h financially stable. He is making a wedding now,
and understandably, the costs are astronomical. May | give him a substantial
wedding gift from my tzedakah account, without him knowing?

Join BHD and receive a 3-5 minute video post
derived from the current Yorucha topic.

JOIN “BUSINESS HALACHA DAILY” TODAY!

For answers to these questions, and for more Q&A topics like these, visit baishavaad.org/daily
To sign up to the Business Halacha Daily WhatsApp group messages @ 732.232.1412
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For overview on Tzedakah & Maaser I: Week 4, see pages 100-101
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One who does not have the equivalent of 200 zuz [which is the approximate
amount necessary for one year’s living expenses], may take the produce
which is intended for the impoverished, even if he is given 1,000 zuz at
once. The limit of 200 zuz does not include assets that are encumbered,
or his personal items. [See Bartenura who writes that to take from a public
charity fund one must first liquidate his personal items.]

If a person has even 50 zuz that is being used for business he can no
longer take produce meant for the poor, because the profits generated by
50 zuz are the equivalent of the 200 zuz mentioned above.
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The amount of 200 zuz is said specifically with regards to produce meant
for the poor; whereas with regards to charity in general, one may accept
charity until he has what he needs.

If one is on a trip to collect charity for himself, he may continue to collect
even more than he needs until he returns home.
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Shulchan Aruch details various asset limits for accepting Tzedaka, 21 'K ppo A o 1y
however some say these limits do not apply nowadays and that one may 5105 b7 ar mprw X205 1'nraw X' X .ap7x 51005 15 Mox 1 15 ww m pn apyn
accept charity until he has enough capital to subsist off the profits alone. o190 171w X%7 1”712 MNP0 O5IX .MM AN 121 XN ©BAAD T2 TP 1D W T
Note that in our economic system, this standard places most people who  gmnua vin 2y 17 05 7% Y13p poy bab5 PXW DWIN TINA 1277 17551 ;TINn maa
do not have a steady income into the category of aniyim who may accept pTY 5vd
Tzedaka.
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One who has a steady income that suffices for his needs cannot accept
charity even if he has less than the amounts mentioned above.

Regarding specific expenses such as buying a home or making a wedding,
even one who has enough to otherwise support himself may accept

charity if necessary.
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If by selling his assets immediately he will have sell at the off-season
price, he may accept charity to tide him over until the better season. Rema
cites Poskim that allow this only if he will have to sell at a devaluation of
more than half. However, if he cannot sell at their proper value because
the buyers are aware of his dire straits, he may instead accept charity
as needed until his situation stabilizes and he can sell them at their fair
value. Similarly, even a wealthy person who is on the road and his funds are
depleted, can accept charity as needed until he returns home and does
not have to repay the money to charity.
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The amount of charity to be given to each pauper depends on his personal Monn T
needs. The Gemara cites several examples of paupers being given .ID — $TO T MM KM
delicacies and the like because they were previously wealthy and were .05 5"y 15397 59 oA X1AW 10 59 B 1w " monn 1 xan 1y 5ab apTea Myw
accustomed to these things. However, this is limited to things that he
may be physically sensitive to. If he is merely seeking luxuries, then he is a
charlatan and unworthy of charity.
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