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TZEDAKAH  IS MUCH MORE THAN MERELY A 
SOCIETAL GOOD. 

The reason Klal Yisroel are the leaders in philanthropy 
worldwide is because we recognize that tzedakah is not merely 
a “good deed”; rather, it is an integral part of the preservation 
of the world. The Ribono Shel Olam created the world in a 
way in which we are empowered to help and support those 
that have less than us. It is for this reason, explains Reb Chaim 
Volozhiner (Ruach Chaim 1:5), that the reward for tzedakah is 
much more direct and guaranteed than most other mitzvos.

By giving tzedakah properly and generously, we become 
partners with Hashem. When we do so, we are acting as a 
trusted agent to deliver the funds that Hashem wants to 
distribute to all of Klal Yisroel.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TZEDAKAH AND MA’ASER:

There are two categories of giving charity which often get 
confused - namely tzedakah and ma'aser. It is important to 
clarify and understand the differences between them in order 
to properly learn the halachos of both mitzvos.

LEVEL OF OBLIGATION:

One important difference between the mitzvah of tzedakah 
and the halacha of giving ma'aser is the origin of the obligation. 
Tzedakah is definitely a mitzvah d’oraysa. When one is 
approached by a poor person asking for alms, he has a positive 
Biblical commandment to give him a donation. One who 
refuses an ani’s request transgresses a host of positive and 
negative Torah commandments.

Regarding ma'aser, on the other hand, there are varying 
opinions as to its level of obligation. While a minority of 
Poskim consider it a d’oraysa, other Poskim say it is a Rabbinic 
chiyuv, and a majority hold it to be merely a minhag, albeit an 
obligatory minhag. 

It is important to note, that ma'aser can become a d’oraysa 
obligation if it is acted upon like a neder or if done a certain 
way three times without saying b’li neder.

AMOUNT OF OBLIGATION:

Another difference is in the amount of the obligation. Ma'aser 
is typically a static ten percent of one’s earnings, whereas the 
amount of tzedakah one gives can be much less or much more 
than one-tenth.

A person is obligated to give an ani the amount of “dei 
machsoro asher yechsar lo”. This means that one has to fully 
supply the person’s immediate needs - however much that 
may be - barring other circumstances. For example, if a pauper 
has a great immediate need and the only one who can help is 
you, you may be obligated to give him much more than 10% 
of your income; however, where that is not the case, one can 
technically fulfill his tzedakah obligation by giving as little as ⅓ 
of a shekel per year (approximately 1-2 dollars).

BLESSINGS AND REWARDS:

It is well-known that one who gives charity is rewarded with 
a very unique guarantee of “aser bishvil shetisasher”. This is 
a guarantee that if you give ma'aser, you will become rich. In 
addition, although it is prohibited to “test” Hashem with any 
other mitzvah, when it comes to tzedakah there is a very 
unique “challenge” that the Navi echoes from the Ribono Shel 
Olam, who says: (Malachi 3:10) “U’vchanuni na bezos”, and you 
shall test me with this (with the obligation of ma’aser) if I shall 
not open for you the warehouses of the heavens and shower 
you with blessing, “ad b’li dai” (endlessly). 

Some opine that these unique concepts are not applicable to 
one who merely adheres to the basic mitzvah of tzedakah, but 
rather they are only relevant to one who follows the obligation 
of ma'aser strictly and meticulously. 

Sugya Introduction
Concepts that will be discussed in this series of shiurim

TZEDAKAH & MA'ASER
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How poor does one need to be in order to qualify for accepting 
tzedakah? How about in the case of an organization; what are the 
parameters for them to qualify being able to accept tzedakah money 
from others?

A family member of mine is b"h financially stable. He is making a wedding now, 
and understandably, the costs are astronomical. May I give him a substantial 
wedding gift from my tzedakah account, without him knowing?

I am regularly approached by 
meshulachim during davening. 
It really gets in the way of my 
concentration; must I give 
them tzedakah at that time? 
Are there specific times of 
davening that are ok to give 
and other times that are 
forbidden?

When giving tzedakah, 
are there specific causes 
that take precedence 
over others in terms of 
giving those organizations 
first, or more significant 
amounts? (i.e. Yeshivos, 
mikvaos, shuls, children 
with disabilities, families 
with no food/shelter etc...)
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One who finds himself in a tight financial situation should still give charity. 
Moreover, even one who needs to take charity himself should still give 
some to others. One who does so will be uplifted from his state of poverty.

מי חייב לתת צדקה
גמרא גיטין דף ז, דרש רב עוירא וכו' 

אם רואה אדם שמזונותיו בדוחק מ"מ יעשה מהן צדקה. ואפילו עני המתפרנס מן הצדקה יעשה 
צדקה, ועי"ז יתברך שיצא מעניותו. 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כ גיטין תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס 25 
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כ גיטין תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס 26 
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One’s own livelihood takes precedence over that of others, and 
consequently one who does not have enough to support himself is 
absolved from the mitzvah of tzedaka. This seems to contradict the 
abovementioned gemara that even a pauper accepting handouts must 
give tzedaka?

רמ"א יו"ד סימן רנא סעיף ג'
פרנסת עצמו קודמת לפרנסת אחרים, ע"כ מי שאין לו כדי פרנסתו פטור מן הצדקה. לכאו' זה 

סותר את הגמ' הנ"ל שאפילו עני המתפרנס מן הצדקה חייב ליתן צדקה? 
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Shulchan Aruch rules that every Jew must give charity, even if he is 
himself impoverished and accepts from others. Shach, based on the Rema 
cited above, qualifies this to a pauper who already has more than enough 
to support himself, but not enough to be above the halachic poverty line.

שו"ע יו"ד סימן רמח סעיף א'
כל אדם חייב ליתן צדקה אפילו הוא עני המתפרנס מן הצדקה, ומי שאינו נותן כראוי יכולים 
ב"ד לכופו עד שיתן. ועיין ש"ך שמיירי בעני שיש לו כדי פרנסתו ]פירוש על ידי מה שמקבל 
מאחרים[ חוץ מזה הצדקה שנותן, דאל"כ, הואיל והוא צריך למעות אלו לפרנסת עצמו הרי 

הוא פטור מן הצדקה.
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Aruch Hashulchan differentiates between two levels of the mitzvah of 
tzedaka: 1. there is a basic mitzvah to give a small amount to tzedaka every 
year [see below], and this obligation applies even to paupers. 2. Each time 
the need arises to support a pauper, there is a mitzvah to provide him with 
his needs. This second obligation is only upon those who have more than 
is necessary to support themselves.

ערוה"ש יו"ד סימן רנא סעיף ה'
כתב לחלק באופ"א ]ע"ש לעיל שדחה תירוצו של הש"ך הנ"ל, שאם כבר יש לו כדי פרנסתו 
ודאי אין לו לקבל צדקה[ דמי שאין לו כדי פרנסתו פטור ממצות צדקה בתמידות, אבל מצות 
צדקה כללית שחייב כל א' ליתן שיעור מועט בכל שנה ]יתבאר לקמן[ גם עני חייב בזה כבשאר 

מצות התורה. 
עוד חידש שמי שמרויח כ"בעל הבית" חייב לתת צדקה, ורק מי שאינו מרויח אלא לחם צר ומים 

לחץ נקרא שאין לו כדי פרנסתו.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   ערוך השלחן - ה (יו"ד ב) אפשטיין, יחיאל מיכל בן אהרן יצחק הלוי עמוד מס 244 
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Further Iyun: Tzedaka Umishpat outlines several levels regarding giving vs. 
accepting various forms of tzedaka.

יתר עיון: צדקה ומשפט פרק א )טו(
פרנסתו  כדי  לבין  ליתן צדקה,  לחייבו  פרנסתו  כדי  בין  לחלק  פרנסתו, כתב  כדי  בענין שיעור 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   צדקה ומשפט בלויא, יעקב ישעיה עמוד מס 49 להתירו לקבל צדקה.

ליתר עיון
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A large donation to charity cannot be accepted from a married woman 
without the permission of her husband, or from a child without the 
permission of their parents. [Whether it is considered large is subjective 
to the financial status of the giver.] Even a small donation cannot be 
accepted if it is known that the husband/parent does not consent. 
Pischai Teshuva adds that a woman can be trusted if she claims that 
her husband has expressly consented. On the other hand, she may not 
give without his consent even if it is known that he is shortcoming in his 
obligations of giving charity. See however the Yad Avrohom that nowadays 
it is common for women to be involved in the financials of the home and 
are therefore typically authorized to give large donations.

ממי אין מקבלין צדקה
שו"ע יו"ד סימן רמח סעיף ד', ז', ח', פ"ת סק"ג, יד אברהם

אין מקבלין צדקה מרובה מנשים בלי דעת בעליהם, וכן מקטן בלי דעת האב. ושיעור מרובה 
תלוי בעושרו. ואם ידוע שהוא מקפיד בכל ענין אסור. וע' בפ"ת שהאשה נאמנת לומר שעושה 
בשליחות הבעל. עו"כ שאסורה ליתן בלי רשותו אפילו הוא אינו נותן צדקה כראוי לפי דעתה. 

מיהו ביד אברהם כתב שנשים הרגילות לישא וליתן יכולים לקבל מהם אפילו דבר מרובה.
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One may not accept charity from a person who cannot afford to give it 
but is feeling pressured to give anyway. A fundraiser who applies such 
pressure will be punished for doing so. 
As a rule, when giving to charity one is to give of the choicest that he has. 
For example, a shul should be built nicer than one’s home, and the pauper 
should receive the best portion.

אסור ליקח צדקה מאיש הנותן יותר מהראוי לו בגלל שהוא נדיב ביותר או כדי שלא יתבייש, 
והגבאי המעשהו ליתן עתיד ליתן את הדין.

בכל דבר שנותן לצדקה יש ליתן הטוב והיפה שיש לו, יותר ממה שהוא משאיר לעצמו.
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Further Iyun: One may only accept large donations from married women if 
they are appointed trustees over the finances of the home. Even then, one 
may not accept donations given against her husband’s wishes.

יתר עיון: שו"ת שבט הלוי ח"ב סימן קיח
בענין קבלת צדקה מרובה מנשים בזמן הזה, הכריע שאם היא כאפוטרופוס על נכסי בעלה מותר 

לקבל אפילו מתנה מרובה, אבל אם בעלה מקפיד אסור.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שבט הלוי - ב: ואזנר, שמואל בן יוסף צבי הלוי<<שאלות ותשובות;>> (3){0} עמוד מס 156 

ליתר עיון
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Chazal instituted that one may not give more than a fifth of their assets to 
charity lest he himself become poor. Yerushalmi explains that the first time 
he may give up to a fifth of his total assets, and subsequently he can only 
give a fifth of his annual income.

סכום החיוב )עשירית, חומש כו'(
גמרא כתובות דף נ. 

"עשר אעשרנו"  ואסמכוה אקרא  נכסיו,  יותר מחומש  יתן  לא  צדקה  באושא התקינו שהנותן 
נותן  ואילך  ומשם  חומש,  נותן  ראשונה  שפעם  מירושלמי  בתוס'  וע'  מעשר.  פעמים  ב'  שיתן 

חומש מהריוח.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - טז כתובות תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס 110 
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When Mar Ukva was near death, he distributed half of his wealth to charity. 
The Gemara says this was not a transgression of giving more than a fifth, 
because the reason doesn’t apply – Chazal were concerned the giver may 
become needy, which isn’t relevant to one who is near death.

גמרא כתובות דף סז: כי קא ניחא וכו'
בשעת מיתתו ]של מר עוקבא[ בזבז חצי נכסיו לצדקה. והקשתה הגמ' איך נתן יותר מחומש 
נגד תקנת אושא? ותירצה הגמ' דדוקא בחיים אסור לבזבז כ"כ שמא ירד מנכסיו, אבל לאחר 

מיתה מותר לבזבז יותר.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - טז כתובות תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס 145 
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If possible one should provide every pauper with his needs. If not, it is best 
to give up to a fifth of your assets/income; the average person will give a 
tenth; less than a tenth is considered a stingy person. One may not give 
more than a fifth in his lifetime, but at his death he may give as much as he 
wishes. This refers to the total sum. How much to give to each person will 
be discussed later be”h.

שו"ע יו"ד סימן רמט סעיף א
ידו משגת לעשות כן, המובחר הוא לתת עד  לכתחילה יש לתת לכל עני כפי צרכו. מי שאין 
לבזבז  לו  אין  ועכ"פ  רעה.  עין  ופחות מכאן  בינונית לתת מעשר מנכסיו,  ומידה  נכסיו,  חומש 
יותר מחומש, רק בשעת מיתה מותר. והיינו לענין הסכום הכללי, ובמק"א יתבאר השיעור שיש 

יתן לכל עני.
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41

The Poskim give six additional scenarios where one may give even more 
than a fifth of their assets. 1. Where the need involves pikuach nefesh. 2 
Some say if there are specific paupers asking directly for charity, one may 
give even more. 3. If the giver is very wealthy and is unlikely to become 
poor regardless. 4. If the giver has a steady income and is giving away the 
surplus above what he needs for himself. 5. To support Torah study. 6. One 
who spends on other frivolities and luxuries.

דרך אמונה פ"ז )כו( 
כ' בשם האהבת חסד )ח"ב פרק כ'( עוד ששה אופנים שמותר לבזבז יותר מחומש: א', כשנוגע 
לפיקוח נפש של המקבל, ב', י"א אם יש עניים ידועים הצריכים עזרתו, ג', עשיר מופלג שאין 
חשש שיצטרך לבריות, ד', יש לו פרנסה קבועה שמספיקה לו, מותר ליתן מה שמרויח ביותר 

מזה, ה', החזקת תורה, ו', אם בלא"ה מפזר מעותיו לשאר דברים גשמיים.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   דרך אמונה - א (כלאים, מתנות עניים) קנייבסקי, שמריהו יוסף חיים בן יעקב ישראל עמוד מס 247 
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Further Iyun: According to some Rishonim, the varying standards of giving 
charity only apply to one who is setting aside money to distribute when 
the need arises. Whereas, one who is aware of specific paupers in need, 
must in fact give a fifth of his assets.

יתר עיון: אהבת חסד ח"ב פרק יט
כתב בעל החפץ החיים בדעת הרמב"ם והגר"א, שאם יודע שיש עניים הצריכים לפרנסה מחוייב 
מדינא לתת עד חומש נכסיו אם ידו משגת לכך, עד שכולם יקבלו די מחסורם. וכל השיעורים 

הנ"ל הם בנותן לקופה של צדקה ואין עניים ידועים.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   אהבת חסד כהן, ישראל מאיר בן אריה זאב עמוד מס 218 

ליתר עיון

<<
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   אהבת חסד כהן, ישראל מאיר בן אריה זאב עמוד מס 219 
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   אהבת חסד כהן, ישראל מאיר בן אריה זאב עמוד מס 220 
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   אהבת חסד כהן, ישראל מאיר בן אריה זאב עמוד מס 221 
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One must give a minimum of a third of a shekel to charity annually. For 
this reason, the custom is to circulate a pushka in shul on Mondays and 
Thursdays – even if one gives a small coin it will add up to more than a third 
of a shekel. A third of a shekel is approximately one or two dollars annually.

שו"ע יו"ד סימן רמט סעיף ב', ש"ך סק"ד
שלישית השקל לשנה הוא השיעור הפחות של צדקה שאף העני יש לו ליתן לכה"פ שיעור זה. 

ועיין ש"ך שמה"ט נהגו להסתובב בבית הכנסת בשני וחמישי. והיינו בערך 1-2 דולרים לשנה.
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Even in the event one is exempt from giving charity, one may not turn 
a pauper away completely empty-handed. Instead, he should give him 
something small, even if it is of insignificant value.

רמ"א יו"ד סימן רמט סעיף ד'
אף במקום שמאיזה סיבה פטור מחיוב צדקה, יש איסור מדברי קבלה להשיב עני השואל ריקם, 

אלא יתן לו איזה דבר אף שהוא פחות מפרוטה.
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While one is involved with a mitzvah he is exempt from giving charity. This 
includes the reading of Shema and its accompanying Brachos. During 
the first paragraph of Shema [and obviously Shemone Esrai], one is 
prohibited to do anything else, including giving charity. Where applicable, 
it is advisable to have money prepared beforehand so a pauper can help 
himself.

אם יש חיוב לתת באמצע תפילה ולימוד תורה
תשובות והנהגות חלק א' סימן סא

־בברכות קריאת שמע וכן בפרשה שניה הרי הוא עוסק במצוה ופטור מליתן צדקה, ופרשה רא
שונה של ק"ש יש איסור בדבר ליתן צדקה ]וכ"ש בתפילה[. אבל יש עצה נכונה להכין מטבעות 

מקודם שהעניים יקחו בעצמם.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   תשובות והנהגות - א: שטרנבוך, משה בן אשר (2){18} עמוד מס 56 
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Further Iyun: Shevet Halevi discusses whether one should allow 
meshulachim to collect during a Torah study session.

יתר עיון: שבט הלוי ח"י סי' קנז
דן אם יש להרשות לאוספי צדקה להסתובב באמצע לימוד תורה, וכתב שאם אינו צורך שעה 

ויכולים לגבות אחר הסדר וכדו' אין צריך לבטל הסדר כלל. 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שבט הלוי - י ואזנר, שמואל בן יוסף צבי הלוי עמוד מס 126 

ליתר עיון
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EVEN THE POOR MUST GIVE TZEDAKAH, YET, ONE’S 
OWN PARNASSAH SUPERSEDES SUPPORTING 
OTHERS:

The Gemara (Gittin 7A) states that one who finds himself in a 
tight financial situation still must give charity. Moreover, even 
one who needs to take charity himself should still give some 
money to others. One who does so will be uplifted from his 
state of poverty. Still, the Rema rules that one’s own livelihood 
takes precedence over that of others. Consequently, one who 
does not have enough to support himself is absolved from the 
mitzvah of tzedakah.

This seems to contradict the above mentioned Gemara that 
even a pauper accepting handouts must give tzedakah.

There are a number of answers given by the Poskim to resolve 
this contradiction. The Aruch Hashulchan differentiates 
between two levels of the mitzvah of tzedakah: 1. There 
is a basic mitzvah to give a small amount to tzedakah every 
year. This obligation applies even to paupers. 2. There is an 
additional mitzvah to give ma’aser (or chomesh) to tzedakah, 
as well as a mitzvah to give a donation every time the need 
arises to support a pauper and provide him with his needs. This 
second obligation is only upon those who have more than is 
necessary to support themselves.

HONORING A PLEDGE OR A VOW:

If one pledged to give tzedakah, that may constitute a neder; 
therefore, one would be obligated to fulfill that vow even if he 
does not have enough to support himself. Accordingly, if one 
has been giving ma’aser for a while and would like to stop as 
he finds himself in a situation that he cannot cover his own 
expenses, according to some Poskim he must first do hataras 
nedarim through a competent halachic authority before 
stopping to give ma’aser. This is because the fact that he has 
been giving ma’aser for a while may be deemed a neder to 
continue doing so. 

WHAT LEVEL OF ONE’S OWN PARNASSAH 
SUPERSEDES GIVING TO OTHERS?

The Aruch Hashulchan adds that the halacha that one’s own 
parnassah supersedes giving tzedakah to others (above the 
minimal requirement of the mitzvah) is referring to the bare 
basic amount he needs to survive. 

In the words of the Aruch Hashulchan, the individual must 
have “measured bread and enough water to survive” before he 
gives tzedakah to others. However, if one lives well, eats meat 
and other cooked foods and clothes himself in fine clothing, 
he must give tzedakah even if it is at the expense of his own 
lifestyle. 

Rav Yaakov Yeshaya Blau (Tzedaka U’mishpat 1:6 footnote 15) 
points out that the Aruch Hashulchan discusses two extremes 
- one who lives on bread and water, and one who lives well. 
There is, however, a middle of the road situation which is very 
prevalent in our days. 

There are many who have the financial ability to live on a basic 
level, but do not earn enough to support themselves according 
to the standard of the community. They cannot afford the 
basic tuition, the clothes that average children wear, and they 
struggle to put basic food on the table. These people can likely 
take from tzedakah themselves to enable them to live according 
to the lowest community standard. 

Individuals in this middle category, rules Rav Blau, should 
rather not take tzedakah that they are entitled to, and not give 
ma’aser, rather than taking tzedakah and giving ma’aser. 

ONE WHO CANNOT AFFORD TO GIVE:

As mentioned above, one who cannot make ends meet himself 
is absolved from giving ma’aser, but still must give the minimum 
requirements of tzedakah, just as he is obligated to perform any 
other mitzvah in the Torah. It is recommended that although 
he is absolved from giving, he should write down meticulously 
what he would have been obligated to give had he been able 
to, so that he can give it at a later date when he has the ability.

The Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh Deah, Siman 251:12) rules that 
two individuals that cannot afford to give ma’aser can separate 
ma’aser and give it to each other, thereby enabling both 
individuals to give ma’aser without it affecting their income. 
Rav Chaim Kanievsky points out that when doing this, they 
should not do it as a “deal” - stipulating that I will give you if 
you commit to give me; rather, it should be a loose, non-binding 
arrangement. When doing this, they should each give ma’aser 
on the actual gift that they receive from their friend as well.

ONE WHO HAS DEBTS:

Sefer Chasidim (Siman 454) states that one who has debts 
should not give a lot of tzedakah until his debts are paid up. 
One can infer from this halacha that he should not give “a lot”, 

Tzedakah & Ma'aser I: Week 2 Overview
A  T R A N S C R I P T I O N  O F  T H E  Y O R U C H A  C U R R I C U L U M  W E E K L Y  O V E R V I E W  V I D E O
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but he should give the minimal amount of tzedakah, and if he 
is approached by an actual ani, he should give an additional 
minimal amount. 

In addition, it seems that we are referring to one who has debts 
that are presently due and that his creditors are expecting to 
be repaid at this time. In this case, one should not give ma’aser; 
rather, one should give the bare minimum required to perform 
the mitzvah. The Chazon Ish rules that in such a case as well, 
one should keep a meticulous accounting of how much ma’aser 
he would owe if he were able to give, and do everything he can 
to distribute the ma’aser when he is able. 

Parenthetically, one should refrain from taking out loans when 
he does not have a clear way to repay those loans. It is better 
for one to take charity when in need than to borrow with the 
impression that he will repay the loans when he actually has no 
realistic way to pay back the lender. Doing so, in most cases, 
can be considered actual theft. However, if the borrower is 
upfront with the lender and tells him that he is in need and has 
no idea how he will pay back, but will do whatever he can, that 
is permissible. 

To watch the video or listen to the shiur given by the Dayan, visit: 
www.baishavaad.org/yorucha-topics  
Or signup to receive them via whatsapp:   732.232.1412



C re  
Curriculum

(subject to change)

P A R T  I  

Business Halacha 
Fundamentals

Elul 5780 

	• Dina D’malchusa Dina- 2*
҇	 Obligation to Adhere to Civil Law
҇	 How Civil Law Impacts Agreements Between Two 

Parties
	• Common Business Practice & Minhag Mevatel  

Halacha - 2
҇	 What Constitutes a Minhag
҇	 How Minhag Impacts Employment, Tenancy, 

Partnerships and Real Estate Deals etc.

Tishrei 5781 (Expanded Yom Tov Edition)
	• Business and Employment on Chol Hamoed

P A R T  I I 

Setting Up A Kosher 
Business

Winter 5781

	• Introduction to Choshen Mishpat & Business Halacha -1 
	• Gezel - 3
	• Gezel Akum, Ta’os and Mate' Akum -2 

	• Geneivas Da’as - 1
	• Acceptable Marketing - 1
	• Halachic Considerations of Corporate Gifting - 1
	• Halachos of Employment -4

҇	 Backing Out
҇	 Where Backing Out Causes a Loss
҇	 Working Pro Bono and Hiring Jewish 
҇	 Obligations of Employer and Employee

	• Halachic Deals and Documents - 4
҇	 Understanding Asmachta
҇	 Agreements and Kinyan Devarim 
҇	 The Halachic “Agreement Validation” Clause
҇	 Non-Competes and Non-Circumvent Agreements 

	• Partnerships & Corporations - 4
҇	 Structuring
҇	 Legal Entities and Trusts
҇	 Management
҇	 Divisions of Profits and Losses

Nissan 5781 (Expanded Yom Tov Edition)
	• Corporate Chametz - The Issues and the Solutions
	• Isurei Hana’ah 

P A R T  I I I

Maintaining A Kosher 
Business

Summer 5781 - Commitments & Kinyanim
	• Hasagas Gevul & Competition - 4

҇	  Ani Hamehapech
҇	  Ma'arufiya

	• Kinyanim Expounded - 4
҇	 Mechusar Amana
҇	 Mi Shepara
҇	 Situmta and Kinyanim of the Marketplace

	• Ona’ah - 2 
	• Mekach Ta’os- 3

Summer Break 5781 (Special Edition)
	• Tzedaka and Maaser - 8

P A R T  I  

Business Halacha 
Fundamentals

P A R T  I I 

Setting Up A Kosher 
Business

P A R T  I I I

Maintaining A Kosher 
Business

* Number of weeks for this topic



Elul 5781 - Maintaining a Kosher Work 
Environment
	• Yichud in the Workplace - 2
	• Interaction With the Opposite Gender - 2 

Tishrei 5782 (Expanded Yom Tov Edition)

	• Websites and E-Commerce on Shabbos and Yom Tov

Winter 5782 (Leap Year) - 1st Semester 

	• Loans and Guarantees - 2
	• Ribbis 101/The Basics  - 4
	• Insurance Issues - 1
	• Brokerage - 2
	• Lashon Hara in Business - 2
	• Legal Holidays and Chukos HaGoyim - 1

Winter 5782 - 2nd Semester -  
When Things Don’t Go As Expected:

	• Bais Din - 3
	• Din and Lifnim Mishuras Hadin - 2 
	• Arka’os - 2
	• Quitting, Firing, and Severance - 2
	• Partnership Dissolution - 2
	• Collections - 2
	• Bankruptcy - 1

Nissan 5782  (Expanded Yom Tov Edition)

	• Maintaining a Facility on Pesach

 Summer 5782 -  Final Testing and Review

Choshen Mishpat Supplemental Track
	• More In-Depth and Intricate Learning of Previous Topics 
	• Nizkei Shcheinim
	• Mazik, Garmi, and Halachic Torts
	• Hashavas Aveida
	• Mitzva of Lending
	• Yerusha and Trusts
	• Trustees and Executors
	• Shomrim and Fiduciaries
	• Shluchim and Agents
	• Harsha’a and Power of Attorney
	• The Shibuda D’Reb Nosson Law
	• Hefker, Pruzbul, and Other Choshen Mishpat Topics

Real Estate Track:
	• General Real Estate
	• Bar Metzra
	• Acquisitions and Ani Hamehapech
	• Lo Sachmod
	• Brokerage
	• Landlord/Tenant
	• Zoning Laws
	• Rent Control and Evictions
	• Fix and Flip
	• Administrations and Boards 

HealthCare Track:
	• Shabbos and Yom Tov
	• The Kosher Kitchen
	• Employment Training
	• Facility and Housekeeping 
	• Compliance and Fiduciary
	• Partnership and Employment
	• Medical Issues

Finance and Ribbis Track:
	• Introduction: Understanding Ribbis
	• Ribbis of Non Jews and Mumar
	• Foreign Currencies & Commodities: Se'ah Bese'ah Applications
	• Corporate Lending & Borrowing
	• Credit Unions - Ownership in Ribbis Entities
	• Credit Unions: Paying Ribbis by Court Order
	• Pesika:Deposits & Price Guarantees
	• Tarsha- Paying for Credit & Early Bird Specials
	• Arvus & Ribbis: Cosigning on a Non Jew's Loan
	• Arvus & Ribbis: Cosigning on a Ribbis Loan
	• Differentiating Between Expenses & Interest: Defining the Two
	• Ribbis in Partnerships
	• Ribbis in Contracts - Capital Calls and Late Fees
	• Deal Syndication & the Real Estate Process From Negotiation to Closing
	• Ribbis as a Knas: Fines & Penalties
	• Purchasing Tax Liens and Mortgage Bundles
	• Using a Purchased Item When the Sale was Reversed
	• Selling Conditional on Reversing the Sale
	• Ribbis Responsibilities of Lawyers, Brokers, and Witnesses
	• Review of Ribbis Fundamentals
	• Hard Money Loans & Heter Iska - Kulo Pikadon; Chatzi Milve
	• Heter Iska- The Approach of Reb Moshe Feinstein
	• Heter Iska Klali and Loans Specified to be Al Pi Heter Iska
	• Ribbis Mukdemes - Ribbis MeUcheres
	• Ribbis Devarim
	• Defining Ribbis: Gifts, Favours and Charitable Donations

P A R T  I V

Industry-Specific & In-Depth 
Supplemental Tracks



As participants amass a broad and deep knowledge on an academic level directly from the source — coupled with real life 
scenarios presented by experienced Dayanim — they will acquire the clarity to determine not only what is a שאלה, but, more 
important - why. 

Only through עמלות בתורה — understanding the fundamentals of the subject — can one truly appreciate and internalize what 
defines right and wrong.

Similar to a sofer who, with his intensive knowledge of  hilchos safrus, is confident and secure in the propriety of his profession; 
so, too, businessmen will gain the peace of mind knowing with conviction that they ply their trade be’emunah uveyosher. 

This ambitious project will harness the 
collective expertise of a team comprised 
of advanced talmidei chachamim, 
experienced, seasoned Dayanim, 
that are well versed in corporate 
practice and common business norms. 
Collaborating with a talented group of 
editors and writers, they have created 
a syllabus and curriculum of study, with 
accompanying shiurim and personal 
guidance.

What How

Why

The core curriculum is segmented in modules, and can be 
learned as an individual self paced; or, participants can join 
chaburos coordinated by the Bais HaVaad for those that 
desire group study. Page by page, step by step, the learning 
will be facilitated with a daily audio “Blatt shiur” guiding the 
participant through the sources as well as a weekly video 
shiur presented on each topic by Dayanim that will share 
fundamental and practical applications of the sugya covered.

Daily practical Q&A applications of the subject matter will be 
offered alongside through the Business Halacha Daily series.

I N - D E P T H  B U S I N E S S  H A L A C H A  C U R R I C U L U M

M I S S I N  To facilitate and provide a framework for the frum businessman to gain the 
in-depth halachic knowledge he needs for contemporary business dealings. 

V I S I O N  Through increased knowledge and guidance,  Yorucha will elevate the frum 
public’s adherence to halacha as it pertains to choshen mishpat and standard business practices.
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Rabbi Dovid Waldman

TORONTO
Ateres Mordechai, Thornhill Kollel 
Rabbi Yosef Rothbart

WEST HEMPSTEAD
Eitz Chayim of Dogwood Park
Rabbi Dov Greer 

Young Israel of W. Hempstead
Reb David Felt 
Reb Aaron Gershonowitz

WOODMERE
Aish Kodesh 
Rabbi Yoni Levin 

Kehillas Bnai Hayeshivos
Rabbi Shmuel Witkin

Yeshiva Gedola Five Towns 
Rabbi Ami Glassberg

CURRENT YORUCHA CHABUROS

TO CREATE OR JOIN CHABURA CONTACT US 
  732.232.1412     888.485.VAAD(8223) #302      yorucha@baishavaad.org     baishavaad.org/yorucha 

I N - D E P T H  B U S I N E S S  H A L A C H A  C U R R I C U L U M



As participants amass a broad and deep knowledge on an academic level directly from the source — coupled with real life 
scenarios presented by experienced Dayanim — they will acquire the clarity to determine not only what is a שאלה, but, more 
important - why. 

Only through עמלות בתורה — understanding the fundamentals of the subject — can one truly appreciate and internalize what 
defines right and wrong.

Similar to a sofer who, with his intensive knowledge of  hilchos safrus, is confident and secure in the propriety of his profession; 
so, too, businessmen will gain the peace of mind knowing with conviction that they ply their trade be’emunah uveyosher. 

This ambitious project will harness the 
collective expertise of a team comprised 
of advanced talmidei chachamim, 
experienced, seasoned Dayanim, 
that are well versed in corporate 
practice and common business norms. 
Collaborating with a talented group of 
editors and writers, they have created 
a syllabus and curriculum of study, with 
accompanying shiurim and personal 
guidance.

What How

Why

The core curriculum is segmented in modules, and can be 
learned as an individual self paced; or, participants can join 
chaburos coordinated by the Bais HaVaad for those that 
desire group study. Page by page, step by step, the learning 
will be facilitated with a daily audio “Blatt shiur” guiding the 
participant through the sources as well as a weekly video 
shiur presented on each topic by Dayanim that will share 
fundamental and practical applications of the sugya covered.

Daily practical Q&A applications of the subject matter will be 
offered alongside through the Business Halacha Daily series.

I N - D E P T H  B U S I N E S S  H A L A C H A  C U R R I C U L U M

M I S S I N  To facilitate and provide a framework for the frum businessman to gain the 
in-depth halachic knowledge he needs for contemporary business dealings. 

V I S I O N  Through increased knowledge and guidance,  Yorucha will elevate the frum 
public’s adherence to halacha as it pertains to choshen mishpat and standard business practices.

  888.485.VAAD(8223) #303

  yorucha@baishavaad.org
  baishavaad.org/yorucha 

JOIN THE  
YORUCHA INITIATIVE!

3 WAYS TO JOIN:
AS AN INDIVIDUAL

AS A COMMUNITY

AS A BUSINESS

Join the national Yorucha chabura together!

Tap into the physical or digital resources via 
hard copies, web, email and/or whatsapp.

Connect with Bais HaVaad Dayanim and 
Poskim for any questions you may have, as 
well as arranging study sessions with a Dayan, 
setting up a chavrusa, and more.

Reach out to organize a choshen mishpat 
chabura in your own shul.

Set up or join a community or shul chabura

Set up a Board Room Bais Medrash in your business

Mincha Learning In just 5 minutes a day, 
before or after Mincha, you can learn short, 
practical and insightful Business Halachos.

Weekly Lunch & Learn Join a deeper dive 
into the background of the halachos by 
understanding the sugya behind the halachos 
as well.

Five Towns  •  Belle Harbor  •  Chicago  •  Queens  •  Lakewood  •  Dallas  •  Jackson  •  Philadelphia  •  Lido Beach  •  Staten Island  •  Monsey
Los Angeles  •  Baltimore  •  Far Rockaway  •  West Hempstead  •  Cleveland  •  Flatbush  •  Toronto  •  Boro Park  •  Minneapolis   •  Detroit   •  St. Louis

C U R R E N T 
C H A B U R O S




