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THE PROHIBITION OF TAKING ADVANTAGE OF 
SOMEONE: 

The source for the prohibition of onaah (overcharging) is found in 
Vayikra (25:14): “V’chi simcheru memchar l’amisecha oh koneh 
miyad amisecha al sonu ish es achiv. And when you make a sale to 
your fellow Jew or make a purchase from the hand of your fellow 
Jew, you shall not wrong one another.”

The word onaah literally means to hurt someone or to take 
advantage of somebody. Verbal abuse is also referred to by the same 
term and called onaas devarim. Thus, onaah is not actual theft per 
se; rather, it is a forbidden form of taking advantage of someone by 
unfair pricing.  On the other hand,if a merchant would sell an item 
and claim it was quality goods, only for the buyer to discover he had 
purchased a shoddy product, that would be a mekach ta’os, which, if 
done deliberately, falls under the category of actual theft. 

THREE POSSIBLE RULINGS: 

Since onaah is not simple theft, the halachos vary and, depending on 
the details, the deal may be valid, it may be voided completely, or the 
buyer may be able to demand a partial refund.  

The basic rules are as follows: 

1.	 When the price discrepancy is below a sixth of the fair value, we 
assume that the customer agreed to pay a somewhat inflated 
price, and the deal is valid.  

2.	 When the price is the equivalent of a sixth, the wronged party 
can demand that he be returned the difference in price, although 
he cannot nullify the deal.  

3.	 If the price discrepancy is more than a sixth, he can demand that 
the entire sale should be nullified. In such cases, he cannot ask 
for a partial refund, and his only recourse would be to annul the 
entire deal. 

WHAT DECIDES THE PRICE?

The value of an item can be quite subjective and a number of 
factors can go into determining a price. The general rule is that we 
assess an item based on the mechir shebasuk (standard price in the 
marketplace). While there may be a standard market price for many 
basic staples, the price of other items would vary depending on 
location, supply and demand and other factors.  

TIME LIMITS:

When a deal is a mekach ta’os, there is no time limit to how long a 
buyer has to annul the deal; however, in regards to onaah, the buyer 
must protest within a strict time frame. If he does not, we assume he 
is ok with the given price and no longer has any recourse.

The general rule is that the buyer has a limit of the amount of time 
it would take to show the purchase to another merchant selling the 
same item and get his opinion of whether he was overcharged or 
not. 

WRONG SIZE OR MEASUREMENT:

Just like when there is a discrepancy in quality, the deal is deemed 
a mekach ta’os, so too if there is a discrepancy in size or quantity, 
the deal is a mekach ta’os. For example, if someone ordered 100 
yards of fabric and only received 75, it is a mekach ta’os. In this case, 
however, the deal is not nullified completely, as the seller can add 
the missing fabric to complete the deal. 

If someone sells a field that he claims is 100 acres, and, after the 
purchase, it is discovered to be only 75 acres, this is also a mekach 
ta’os and in this case, the deal is completely nullified, as there is 
usually no way to add land to a field. 

WHICH ITEMS ARE SUBJECT TO THE LAWS OF ONA’AH?

The basic rule of onaah applies only  to movable items. Real Estate is 
not subject to the regular rules of ona’ah. Likewise, workers who are 
hired out to work for someone for the day are considered to be “like 
land” and their salary is not subject to the laws of onaah. There is a 
dispute amongst the Poskim whether the rules of onaah apply to a 
service offered by a service provider. 

ONE TRANSGRESSES EVEN WHEN HE CANNOT BE 
PENALIZED:  

While we said that the rules of onaah cannot be enforced in regard 
to land, hired workers and when the price is inflated but below 
the threshold of a sixth, it does not mean that it is permitted. It is 
important to point out that the Ramban states that even in such 
a case, the seller transgresses the prohibition of lo sonu. He is still 
considered to have taken advantage of another, which is a Biblical 
prohibition, even though the wronged party has no recourse to 
pursue a claim in bais din. 

Sugya Introduction
Concepts that will be discussed in this series of shiurim

ONAAH
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I was at an amusement park with my friend and we passed by a hot dog 
stand. We ordered hot dogs and then did a double take when we noticed 
the price at checkout - each hot dog was priced at $10 a piece! Is the 
stand owner allowed to hike up the price to such an extent?

My friend was selling his  baseball cards and I was interested in buying. He 
didn't understand the inherent value in those particular cards, so I offered him 
a really low price and he happilly accepted. Is that a problem of Onaah?

I need a root canal so I began 
researching the different options. 
One dentist in my neighborhood 
charges $1,200, while a second 
charges $2,000. Are they entitled 
to charge whatever they decide? 
There doesn't seem to be a clear 
market standard for this procedure, 
although that does seem to be a 
pretty large difference in pricing...

I started selling an item 
that is very popular in 
China, but people in the 
US don't know about it 
yet, and there is not yet 
any established market 
price for this. Can I 
charge a very high price in 
comparison to its value in 
China? 
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28 O N A A H - M E K A C H  T A ' O S  P A R T  I I

According to the Rambam, if one exchanges an item for another, there is 
no Halacha of Ona’ah even if the two are of completely different values. 
Raavad disagrees and rules that anything that is essentially a sale is 
subject to the laws of Ona’ah.

רמב"ם מכירה פי"ג ה"א
הרמב"ם מחדש שהמחליף חפץ בחפץ אחר אין בו דין אונאה, אפילו אין שווים כלל. והראב"ד 

פליג, דכל שיש עליו שם מכירה יש בו דין אונאה.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   משנה תורה <מהדורה חדשה> - יב (קנין) משה בן מימון (רמב"ם) עמוד מס 45 
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According to the Ritva, if a buyer values an item more than the going 
market rate, it is not considered Ona’ah to sell it at his valuation. However, 
if he agreed to the price because he was under pressure to do so, e.g., it 
is medication that he needs, but he doesn’t really attribute that value to 
it, then the entire valuation is invalid, and he may demand a refund of the 
overpayment. 
The Ketzos questions both of these points: First, we find that even a 
precious stone and the like are subject to Ona’ah even if the person is 
willing to pay more for these things more than other people. Secondly, 
even an unfair valuation is binding in the event of the sale was finalized 
and money was paid [notwithstanding the regular rules of Ona’ah].

קצות החושן רכז ס"ק א'	
לדעת הריטב"א, אם לאיזה סיבה המקח שוה יותר בעיני הלוקח, הגם שבשוק אינו שוה כ"כ, 
אין זו אונאה אם מכרו לו כפי מה ששוה לו. אבל אם באמת אינו שוה כ"כ, ורק מחמת דחקו 
הוא מסכים לשלם, אין על זה שם "קציצה" ואפילו כבר נתן יכול להוציא מידו מה ששילם יותר. 
והקצה"ח פקפק עליו בתרתי: חדא, דהא קי"ל במרגליות לזווגם וכדו' שיש אונאה הגם ששוה 
לו יותר. ועוד כתב לגבי קציצה ע"י הדחק, שכיון שקנה החפץ הרי"ז קנין ואי"ל להוציא מידו מה 

שכבר נתן ]אם לא משום דיני האונאה הרגילים[.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   משנה תורה <מהדורה חדשה> - יב (קנין) משה בן מימון (רמב"ם) עמוד מס 45 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כה חו"מ ז (קפט - רמ) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס 544 
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Nesivos Hamishpat understands the Ritva is referring to a case where the 
buyer knew he was overpaying, and still felt it was worth it for him because 
he values it at that price. As opposed to the case of precious stones where 
the buyer was unaware that he was overcharged. 
He also disagrees with the Ketzos Hachoshen with regard to unfair 
valuations, ruling that they are invalid even if the money was paid; except 
if the item is still extant and he’d like to return it, in which case we say he 
shouldn’t have accepted the unfair valuation in the first place.

נתיבות המשפט סימן רסד סק"ח בא"ד ונראה וכו'
הנתיבות מפרש את דברי הריטב"א בדידע שיש בו אונאה ואעפ"כ הסכים, ע"כ לית ביה אונאה 
ול"ק מדין מרגלית. עוד חידש שקציצה ע"י הדחק בטלה אפילו במקח אם לא שהחפץ בעין ויכול 

להחזירו אח"כ, אז אמרינן שלא הו"ל לשטות בו מעיקרא אילו הי' דעתו להחזירו. 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כו חו"מ ח (רמא - רצ) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס 462 
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Real estate, Slaves, Contracts, and Hekdesh are excluded from the rules of 
Ona’ah . Even property rentals are not subject to Ona’ah because a rental 
is a form of a temporary sale.

בבא מציעא נו: דתנו רבנן וכו' בעי' רבא וכו'
־קרקעות, עבדים, שטרות והקדשות נתמעטו מפרשת אונאה. וה"ה בשכירות קרקע מסקי' בגמ

רא שדינו כ"מכירה ליומיה" ואין בו דין אונאה.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כו חו"מ ח (רמא - רצ) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס 462 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כג בבא מציעא תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס 124 
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Shulchan Aruch rules that the laws of recourse for Ona’ah do not apply to 
real estate and the like regardless of the extent of the Ona’ah. Rema cites 
an opinion that there is Ona’ah if the discrepancy is more than half (e.g. 
over $200k for a field worth $100K.). If it is exactly half, Rema implies there 
would not be Ona’ah, Sema understands that there would be.
With regard to the prohibition (as opposed to the recourse) of Ona’ah, the 
Rishonim disagree whether it applies to real estate and the like: Ramban 
and Sefer Hachinuch say it does apply, Tosafos imply that it does not. 
Maharshal says that it would fall under the prohibition of Ona’as Devarim 
and/or Geneivas Daas.

שו"ע חו"מ סימן רכז סעיף כ"ט, באר היטב סקל"ט, פתחי תשובה סקכ"א, והגהות רעק"א 
ד"ה שאין

נתאנה הרבה.  והקדשות, אפילו  אונאה בקרקע עבדים שטרות  דין  אין  המחבר סתם שבכלל 
ורמ"א כתב דבאונאה יותר מפלגא י"א שיש דין ביטול מקח אפילו בקרקעות. ואם הי' בשיעור 
פלגא ממש נחלקו הראשונים, ומהרמ"א משמע שאין בזה ביטול מקח, וכ"כ הש"ך בדעתו, אבל 
הסמ"ע כתב שפלגא נמי הוי ביטול מקח. וכ"ז לגבי החזרת אונאה, אבל אם יש לאו דאורייתא 
איסור, בתוספות מבואר שאין  וספר החינוך כתבו שיש  נחלקו הראשונים: הרמב"ן  הנך  בכל 

איסור, ומהרש"ל כתב שלא גרע מאונאת דברים וגניבת דעת.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כה חו"מ ז (קפט - רמ) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס 253 
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כה חו"מ ז (קפט - רמ) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס 254 

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כה חו"מ ז (קפט - רמ) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס 255 
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Real estate rentals are not subject to the laws of Ona’ah. According to 
the Rambam, this is true even if the discrepancy is more than double the 
market price. 
The wages of a hired worker are also excluded from the rules of Ona’ah, 
because they are considered “temporary slaves”.

רמב"ם מכירה פי"ג הלכה יד- טו
הרמב"ם פסק כנ"ל שגם בשכירות קרקע אין דין אונאה, ואפילו היתה אונאתו מרובה. עוד כתב 

ששכירות פועלים אין בו דין אונאה מפני שדינו כעבד שנתמעט מדין אונאה.
הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   משנה תורה <מהדורה חדשה> - יב (קנין) משה בן מימון (רמב"ם) עמוד מס 48 
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For rentals of movable goods, the rules of Ona’ah apply, and the discrepancy 
can be reclaimed even after a long time. Maggid Mishne explains that a 
renter typically does not have the opportunity to immediately go and show 
the item to an expert to see if the price was fair.
Rambam proposes that the wages of a Kablan [a service provider who is 
hired for a specific job] are subject to the rules of Ona’ah . Maggid Mishne 
questions this premise, because we find in other areas that a kablan is 
just like other hired workers who are paid for their time. Mishne Lamelech 
answers that only slave-like employment is exempt from Ona’ah, and not a 
kablan who is merely paid for his product. 

רמב"ם מכירה פי"ג הלכה יז – יח, מגיד משנה ומשנה למלך 
בשכירות כלים פסק הרמב"ם שיש אונאה, והוסיף שצריך להחזיר האונאה אפילו לאחר זמן 
מרובה. וביאר המגיד משנה מפני שדרך השכיר אינו כלוקח שיכול להראותו לתגר ולקרובו מיד. 
ואינו שכור לזמן  עוד חידש הרמב"ם שהקבלן ]מי ששכור לעשות איזה מלאכה או אומנות, 
מסויים[ יש בו אונאה, ולא דמי לפועל. ובמגיד משנה הקשה עליו דמצינו בכמה הלכות שקבלן 
דינו כשאר פועלים, כגון לענין בל תלין. ובמשנה למלך תירץ שסוף סוף אינו כעבד ולא איתמעט 

מהפרשה.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   משנה תורה <מהדורה חדשה> - יב (קנין) משה בן מימון (רמב"ם) עמוד מס 49 
הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   משנה תורה <מהדורה חדשה> - יב (קנין) משה בן מימון (רמב"ם) עמוד מס 50 
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If a transaction included items which are not subject to Ona’ah, we deduct 
the amount that was intended toward those items, and the rest is subject 
to the regular laws of Ona’ah.

רמ"א חו"מ סימן רכז סעיף לג
באופן שיש אונאה על פועל ומטלטלין יחד, צריכים לשער את החלק שהוא כנגד המטלטלין 

ולהחזיר.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כה חו"מ ז (קפט - רמ) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס 552 
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One who hired a builder to build him a house and was overcharged, 
cannot reclaim the Ona’ah toward the building because according to some 
opinions this has the status of real estate. However, he may reclaim the 
amount that went toward preparing the materials before they were built 
into the home.

פתחי תשובה חו"מ סימן רכז סקכ"ו 
מי ששכר קבלן לבנות לו בית והיה בו אונאה, מצד בנין הבית הוי ספיקא דדינא אם דינו כקרקע 
או לא ואין להוציא מהמוחזק. אמנם, על שפוי העצים קודם נתינתן לתוך הבית יש לשער בהם 

דין אונאה.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כה חו"מ ז (קפט - רמ) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס 256 
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כה חו"מ ז (קפט - רמ) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס 257 
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Nachlas Tzvi explores whether unattached items that were then attached 
to the ground are to be considered real estate in regard to Ona’ah. He also 
presents a novel approach to differentiate between sales of real estate 
and rentals in the event of a discrepancy that is more than half.

יתר עיון: נחלת צבי על סימן רכז סעיף ל"ב
בענין תלוש ולבסוף חברו בגדרי אונאה, ואם יש חילוק בין שכירות קרקע למכירת קרקע באונאה 

יותר מפלגא.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כה חו"מ ז (קפט - רמ) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס 371 

ליתר עיון
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הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כה חו"מ ז (קפט - רמ) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס 372 
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THE FINE LINE BETWEEN ONA’AH & MEKACH TA’OS: 

As we explained in Part 1 of this series, ona'ah is not an absolute 
form of theft. This is because no one is taking somebody else’s 
property illicitly. In cases of ona'ah, both parties agreed to the 
sale and agreed to the price, as opposed to a case of mekach 
ta’os, wherein the buyer did not receive the goods he paid for. 
To illustrate, if someone sells a car that he claims is in good 
working condition, and, after the sale, the buyer discovers that 
the engine is shot or the transmission is on its last legs, the 
entire sale is null and void because the car the buyer received 
is not what he intended to purchase. This is a case of mekach 
ta’os that falls under the broad category of theft. ona'ah, 
however, is a good sale in which neither side is stealing from 
the other; however, the Torah protects the rights of the party 
that was taken advantage of , and gives him a right to undo 
the sale if he follows certain steps. While ona'ah is not theft, 
the Torah forbids either side to take advantage of the other by 
either overcharging or underpaying, and offers protection to 
the side that is taken advantage of. 

As we said, because ona'ah is not theft, there are certain 
limitations regarding how it can be enforced. For example, 
there is a time limit for how long a claim can be made, whereas 
in a case of mekach ta’os there is no statute of limitations. Since 
mekach ta’os has no limitations, a vendor can’t simply protect 
himself from such claims by hanging a sign in his store that 
declares “All Sales Are Final.” If a sale would be makach ta’os – 
meaning the buyer does not receive what he paid for – the sale 
is nullified as if it never occurred; therefore, the seller cannot 
have a policy of not giving refunds for such instances. Regarding 
ona'ah, however, there are numerous limitations, and there are 
cases where the seller could exempt himself from liability. 

It is important to remember that although there are many times 
that one would be able to exempt himself from liability for 
ona'ah, the Rishonim still say that one who takes advantage of 
his friend transgresses a Torah prohibition even in such cases. 

GRAY AREAS: 

There are quite a few gray areas,” where the laws of ona'ah 
and mekach ta’os intersect and it is unclear exactly how to 
categorize the situation. In such cases, a dayan may have to 
make a judgment call in his ruling. 

To give one example: As we will see later in our discussion, there 
is a halacha that the rules of enforcing ona'ah do not apply in 
sales of karka (land). If a piece of real estate is sold at an inflated 
or undervalued price, the disadvantaged party is not protected 

by the halachos of ona'ah and cannot make a claim in bais din. 

That said, we can discuss a story where an older couple sells 
a home they lived in for decades because they want to move 
near their children or into an assisted living facility. They find a 
buyer who wants to develop the property and agree on a price 
that they believe is fair for the house itself. Unbeknownst to 
them, however, the entire neighborhood is about to be rezoned 
to allow for higher density housing, which will drive up the price 
considerably. The developer is well-aware of this and knows 
that in just a few weeks, this home will be worth double what 
he is offering the couple. 

What would the halacha be in such a case?

Is this a question of ona'ah because the only complaint against 
the buyer is that he is underpaying? If that were true, since this 
is a case of karka the sellers would have no recourse to file a 
claim against him in bais din.

However, it could also be argued that this is a case of mekach 
ta’os. The rationale behind that argument would be that the 
property the couple believes they are selling is not the same 
property they actually are selling, as it’s entire essence will be 
changed once the zoning laws are amended. Thus, the couple 
do not really know what they are selling, which would classify 
the sale as a mekach ta’os. If this argument is correct, the sellers 
have no limitations in demanding a nullification of the sale. 

This is just one example of a story where the line between 
ona'ah and mekach ta’os is blurred and unclear. Another 
example would be if someone sells a car that is in decent shape, 
but he dresses up its appearance by giving it a paint job and 
exterior work to make it look more attractive. If the buyer feels 
he was overcharged, can he claim that this is not the same car 
he paid for and, therefore, the entire deal is a mekach ta’os, or 
do we say that it is clearly the same car and the only claim the 
buyer has is that he was overcharged, meaning he could only 
pursue a claim of ona'ah?   

All these variables are factors in a dayan’s decision-making 
process.

REAL ESTATE SALES:  

As we mentioned above, the halacha is that the laws of ona'ah 
cannot be enforced on sales of karka. This is learned from a 
Gezeiras Hakasuv, so we cannot really discuss the reason 
behind this halacha; however, what we can definitely state is 
that the reason there can be a difference between movable 
objects and karka regarding ona'ah is only because ona'ah 
is not absolute theft. The Torah does not allow theft under 

Part II: Onaah Overview
A  T R A N S C R I P T I O N  O F  T H E  Y O R U C H A  C U R R I C U L U M  W E E K L Y  O V E R V I E W  V I D E O
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any circumstances. When it comes to gezel, there can be no 
differentiation between movable objects and land. (Although 
there is a well-known rule of karka eino nigzeles (land cannot 
be stolen), this only means that land cannot technically be 
picked up and stolen. It does not mean that theft would not 
be enforced on land in cases where it can be stolen.) Regarding 
ona'ah, on the other hand, since it is not absolute theft, there 
can be such a differentiation and it can be explained that the 
Torah only protects a person from being taken advantage of in 
sales of movable objects but not in the real estate market, where 
deals are more complex and the dynamic of the marketplace is 
completely different. 

The Gemara further says that ona'ah applies to renting, just 
like it applies to buying. If someone would rent an object at an 
inflated price, he could make a claim of ona'ah. Most Rishonim 
say that renting real estate at an inflated price is considered 
taking advantage of the renter and would be prohibited. But 
could one make a claim in bais din of ona'ah? The answer is that 
he cannot. Because ona'ah cannot be enforced on karka, it also 
cannot be enforced on the renting of real estate. 

SERVICE PROVIDERS:

This leads us to discuss whether ona'ah applies when one is 
paying for a service. A service is obviously not a movable object, 
but is it karka? What category would it fall under? 

The Gemara says a rule of avadim dumya l’karka (slaves are 
similar to land). This dictum does not only apply to actual slaves, 
but to any hired workers who are paid by the hour or day. A 
person is not a movable object; therefore, he is compared to 
karka. For this reason, if a worker charges an inflated salary for 
work, the employer cannot make a claim of ona'ah against him. 

The Rambam posits a novel idea and rules that this is only true 
of an employee who is paid by the hour or day. However,  a 
service provider who is paid to do a job and makes his own 
hours and schedule would be different because he is not 
“owned” by the employer and has no resemblance to a slave. As 
such, he is not comparable to karka, which means that ona'ah 
could be enforced if the employer was overcharged. 

The Ramban disagrees and says that a service provider has the 
same halachos as any other worker. Accordingly, if a plumber or 
electrician would quote a very inflated price for a job, and the 
homeowner agrees to pay it, there is no way to make a claim of 
ona'ah against him in bais din. 

Practically speaking, if the service provider has not been paid 
yet, the homeowner would have the upper hand and could 
claim that he will not pay the inflated amount based on the 
ruling of the Rambam. If the payment has already been made, 
the service provider now has the upper hand and could refuse 
to give a refund based on the ruling of the Ramban. 

WHEN KARKA AND METALTILIN  (MOVEABLE 
OBJECTS) COLLIDE: 

Often, business deals have components of both karka and 

movable objects, which creates more gray areas in halacha. 

Rav Akiva Eiger and the Pischei Teshuva discuss instances 
where one hires a builder to build a house, agreeing to pay 
for labor and for the materials. While ona'ah would certainly 
apply if the price of the materials was inflated, whether or 
not it would apply for the labor would be dependent on the 
machlokes between the Ramban and Rambam.   

Very often, the situation is not so cut and dry, as one price will 
be agreed upon for the entire deal. Since the quoted price is for 
one entire package, it is difficult to assess whether the one who 
hired the builder is being overcharged for the materials or for 
the labor. It can also potentially be viewed as one price for all 
from the builder, and unless it is ona'ah on the whole package, 
it may not be a problem. 

To add another layer to the conversation, the status of every 
house could be subjected to halachic scrutiny. A house is made 
up of movable material, which is then attached to the ground. 
In many areas of halacha this is known as talush u’bisof chibru 
(unattached items that ultimately become attached to the 
ground), which becomes part of a property and is subsequently 
considered karka. This leads to various questions, such as 
whether a mobile home, which is not fully attached to the ground, 
has the same status as a standard home with an underground 
foundation. This is a lengthy, fascinating discussion that is 
beyond the scope of this series but displays how many variables 
can come into play in these types of situations. 

IS A HOUSE ALWAYS THE SAME HOUSE?

The Tur discusses yet another relevant case that shows the 
myriad variables that can arise in sales. 

He quotes the Teshuvas HaRosh who speaks about a story 
where an individual buys a house, and then discovers that it 
is in need of quite a bit of work. Doors are torn off the hinges, 
windows are broken, and the paint is peeling. The buyer claims 
he signed to buy a house in move-in condition, and that is not 
what he received. Does he have the right to claim mekach ta’os 
and nullify the entire sale?    

The Rosh leans towards ruling that mekach ta’os would only 
be applicable if there are major problems with the house. For 
example, if there is structural damage that would require a 
complete overhaul to fix, the buyer can claim that this is not 
the house he agreed to buy, and the entire sale can be annulled. 
However,  if all that is required are some fixes that are not so 
intrinsic to the home, such as broken doors and windows, 
the buyer cannot claim that this is a different house than the 
one he bought. While the seller would be required to fix the 
damage, as the deal was that the buyer would receive a home 
in move-in condition, it cannot be claimed that the entire sale 
was a mekach ta’os and is null and void. 

To watch the video or listen to the shiur given by the Dayan, visit: 
www.baishavaad.org/yorucha-topics  
Or signup to receive them via whatsapp:   732.232.1412
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As participants amass a broad and deep knowledge on an academic level directly from the source — coupled with real life 
scenarios presented by experienced Dayanim — they will acquire the clarity to determine not only what is a שאלה, but, more 
important - why. 

Only through עמלות בתורה — understanding the fundamentals of the subject — can one truly appreciate and internalize what 
defines right and wrong.

Similar to a sofer who, with his intensive knowledge of  hilchos safrus, is confident and secure in the propriety of his profession; 
so, too, businessmen will gain the peace of mind knowing with conviction that they ply their trade be’emunah uveyosher. 

This ambitious project will harness the 
collective expertise of a team comprised 
of advanced talmidei chachamim, 
experienced, seasoned Dayanim, 
that are well versed in corporate 
practice and common business norms. 
Collaborating with a talented group of 
editors and writers, they have created 
a syllabus and curriculum of study, with 
accompanying shiurim and personal 
guidance.

What How

Why

The core curriculum is segmented in modules, and can be 
learned as an individual self paced; or, participants can join 
chaburos coordinated by the Bais HaVaad for those that 
desire group study. Page by page, step by step, the learning 
will be facilitated with a daily audio “Blatt shiur” guiding the 
participant through the sources as well as a weekly video 
shiur presented on each topic by Dayanim that will share 
fundamental and practical applications of the sugya covered.

Daily practical Q&A applications of the subject matter will be 
offered alongside through the Business Halacha Daily series.

I N - D E P T H  B U S I N E S S  H A L A C H A  C U R R I C U L U M

M I S S I N  To facilitate and provide a framework for the frum businessman to gain the 
in-depth halachic knowledge he needs for contemporary business dealings. 

V I S I O N  Through increased knowledge and guidance,  Yorucha will elevate the frum 
public’s adherence to halacha as it pertains to choshen mishpat and standard business practices.
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scenarios presented by experienced Dayanim — they will acquire the clarity to determine not only what is a שאלה, but, more 
important - why. 

Only through עמלות בתורה — understanding the fundamentals of the subject — can one truly appreciate and internalize what 
defines right and wrong.

Similar to a sofer who, with his intensive knowledge of  hilchos safrus, is confident and secure in the propriety of his profession; 
so, too, businessmen will gain the peace of mind knowing with conviction that they ply their trade be’emunah uveyosher. 

This ambitious project will harness the 
collective expertise of a team comprised 
of advanced talmidei chachamim, 
experienced, seasoned Dayanim, 
that are well versed in corporate 
practice and common business norms. 
Collaborating with a talented group of 
editors and writers, they have created 
a syllabus and curriculum of study, with 
accompanying shiurim and personal 
guidance.

What How

Why

The core curriculum is segmented in modules, and can be 
learned as an individual self paced; or, participants can join 
chaburos coordinated by the Bais HaVaad for those that 
desire group study. Page by page, step by step, the learning 
will be facilitated with a daily audio “Blatt shiur” guiding the 
participant through the sources as well as a weekly video 
shiur presented on each topic by Dayanim that will share 
fundamental and practical applications of the sugya covered.

Daily practical Q&A applications of the subject matter will be 
offered alongside through the Business Halacha Daily series.

I N - D E P T H  B U S I N E S S  H A L A C H A  C U R R I C U L U M

M I S S I N  To facilitate and provide a framework for the frum businessman to gain the 
in-depth halachic knowledge he needs for contemporary business dealings. 

V I S I O N  Through increased knowledge and guidance,  Yorucha will elevate the frum 
public’s adherence to halacha as it pertains to choshen mishpat and standard business practices.

  888.485.VAAD(8223) #303

  yorucha@baishavaad.org
  baishavaad.org/yorucha 

JOIN THE  
YORUCHA INITIATIVE!

3 WAYS TO JOIN:
AS AN INDIVIDUAL

AS A COMMUNITY

AS A BUSINESS

Join the national Yorucha chabura together!

Tap into the physical or digital resources via 
hard copies, web, email and/or whatsapp.

Connect with Bais HaVaad Dayanim and 
Poskim for any questions you may have, as 
well as arranging study sessions with a Dayan, 
setting up a chavrusa, and more.

Reach out to organize a choshen mishpat 
chabura in your own shul.

Set up or join a community or shul chabura

Set up a Board Room Bais Medrash in your business

Mincha Learning In just 5 minutes a day, 
before or after Mincha, you can learn short, 
practical and insightful Business Halachos.

Weekly Lunch & Learn Join a deeper dive 
into the background of the halachos by 
understanding the sugya behind the halachos 
as well.

Five Towns  •  Belle Harbor  •  Chicago  •  Queens  •  Lakewood  •  Dallas  •  Jackson  •  Philadelphia  •  Lido Beach  •  Staten Island  •  Monsey
Los Angeles  •  Baltimore  •  Far Rockaway  •  West Hempstead  •  Cleveland  •  Flatbush  •  Toronto  •  Boro Park  •  Minneapolis   •  Detroit   •  St. Louis

C U R R E N T 
C H A B U R O S




