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Sugya Introduction

Concepts that will be discussed in the coming three-week Sugya.

PREFACE

The Torah forbids retaining any Chametz in our
possession over Pesach. In addition, there is a
positive commandment to get rid of any Chametz.
Chazal further required all Jews to both search for
and destroy all Chametz before Pesach, and also to
annul any Chametz in their possession.

1. In the first section we will discuss business
owners who have non-Jews frequenting their
offices or buildings on Pesach, whether the
Jewish owner or landlord is responsible for
Chametz that may be brought into the premises.
Another discussion is whether workers who
are typically fed by their Jewish employer can
be allowed to eat Chametz at their place of
employment.

2. Part two discusses the Torah prohibition of
benefitting from Chametz on Pesach. This
includes benefit derived from Chametz
belonging to a non-Jew, such as business
transactions or insurance involving Chametz
merchandise. Even if an establishment was sold
to a non-Jew for the duration of Pesach, the
Jewish owner may not benefit from Chametz
related profits, or even the mere retention of a
job due to Chametz.

3. Lastly, we will look at the rules of Chametz after
Pesach. If a Jew possessed Chametz on Pesach
it is forever prohibited for use. What if a delivery
of Chametz arrived on Pesach? What if the
Jew canceled the order, but it arrived anyway?
Must he refuse delivery or can he allow it to
remain outside until after Pesach? We shall see
that even the mere handling of Chametz can
be prohibited, despite the lack of intention to
acquire it.
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HALACHA
daily

QUESTIONS ON
Corporate Chametz

Below are some practical scenarios that will apply to the material

Can | allow gentiles to bring chametz into common areas of my
business, like picnic tables or other areas that contain food?

If | forgot to sell some chametz
merchandise before Pesach, and it

| am a nurse and
part of my job is

was sold on Amazon over Pesach, to bring chametz

am | allowed to receive the money? to the non-

If | cannot stop the money from Jewish patients,

coming in what am | to do? is there any issue
with that?

| discovered after Pesach that | had received a shipment of
closeouts to my warehouse that included some Chametz, can |
use it?

Join BHD and receive a 3-5 minute video post
derived from the current Yorucha topic.

JOIN “BUSINESS HALACHA DAILY” TODAY!

For answers to these questions, and for more Q&A topics like these, visit baishavaad.org/daily
To sign up to the Business Halacha Daily WhatsApp group messages @ 732.232.1412
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If a non-Jew offers a gift of Chametz to a Jew on Pesach, he must refuse
to accept it from him. Preferably, he should say so explicitly. If he does
accept it, or even if he implies that he wants it and allows the non-Jew to
place it down in his property, he has thereby transgressed the prohibition
of owning Chametz and the Chametz is forbidden forever.

If, however, the Jew does not give any impression that he is interested in
the gift, we may assume that he does not want to acquire something that
is forbidden and the Chametz will be permitted after Pesach.
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If a non-Jew placed Chametz in his possession [against the will of the
owner] on Chol Hamoed, the Jew must erect a partition around it so he
will not come to eat it.

One may ask: partitions are only effective for Chametz that is owned by a
non-Jew. Whereas here, where the Chametz is essentially ownerless, how
could erecting a partition suffice? It would seem that the non-Jew whose gift
was refused still retains a certain amount of ownership over the Chametz,
enough to absolve the Jew from his obligation to remove and destroy it. On
the other hand, Chametz that arrived in the mail or the like would seem to
be completely out of the possession of the non-Jewish sender, and thus
cannot be allowed to remain on the property of the Jew at all.
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If an oven belonging to a Jew was used by non-Jews to bake their bread
without his permission, the Jewish owner may not accept any of the loaves
as payment [even after Pesach]. Mishna Berura explains, because this
was a common form of payment, it's as if the Jew already acquired these
loaves, and they are prohibited as Chametz that remained over Pesach.
This seems to contradict the abovementioned assumption that a Jew
certainly does not intend to gain ownership over forbidden food.
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According to the Bach, here we do not invoke the rule of “presumably he
does not intend to acquire food that is forbidden” because this is a typical
form of payment for this service, and therefore the loaves are forbidden
unless he says so explicitly.
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Using language similar to the Bach, Magen Avraham assumes the Jew
would acquire the loaves in this case even without his acquiescence,
because this was commonly done.

Following this reasoning, one who gets Chametz delivered to his premises
on a regular basis, such as a wholesaler or nursing home, may not rely
on the presumption that he doesn’t intend to acquire it. If he does not
express clearly that he does not want it to become his, he will transgress
the prohibition of owning Chametz and it will be prohibited for use even
after Pesach.

1 5"v an o oMax PN
0'"nm "nn22 nnd o5d oTw 12" oin M MoK nona M3 bavp oxT X'ann '
N XS5 NP 1Rnw oponT ,n'an bDw md nmd 1R .nod 1Oy 1ayw ynn wn
b P 2"y ,mawn mne aRwa npb 1977 12w own Xin anpd 5 XS xnnonw

anph ¥ KW K7D

LTDITI MAR 172 18 ;179135 12 Anpw a2 ,m527a imwb yn 15 puanw poy 5o ar e
X7 1N X0TID 95 77X NON 15 b X XD XMooK Sw X720 175 9im KD
90K 01,7877 52 D1wn 13w 15 AN 17X 19 MK K9w 531 .mosa 1xna pon nupb
1o 15y 13pw yon 1o yoni

P BAIS HAVAAD

iy

Tm_f’ HALACHA CENTER 39



ety wranm NN 10 nne

DIV 1397 DD 1IDT 130,00 3ovd spb B 1oogd
1h D3E3 10 Modd Npb ov .7 onpDT pr3 HRBT
DH03 DIH3 1ph oY Hrop Dhuwd b3pd > P

015 1»H Driod phn DI OVEN B podpdE AYLIT
brfy7> pYfon nonp 25pM3 5792 P Bovp HOT

20371 9pbdH 390 DIBDI DO M) 1°P3E PPN L
yh 273 57 IMb DM JHp3 £ PibD dNT T
o b dppD Y36 .o domd opb Hnd7 ey om
oppE B3 Hpvhnm H7 17y 21 o 3 D3 N3 bHSHE
b56 ,pyom pEd D PhY vIp op3 B pbnT Hp
pIODN 200 b 36 Ton BOE 7D YN Lpran pEdn
ondp Hops 0% M obp ,oppE B3 03 DM Dby
o3 P10 1op 336 .0adpm £h Mbs B M3 Ot b
Py B2 919 B3 %) o3 whe ob qbp 91D dw3 b
NEdD D Do Bb qfY 227t Eap 1Y ansn
B ande oh dobee of qb 17 ) 1973 BB 573 pYby
Ho3 o7Em odpn b Db Bog £wd &1 ,phnd
VIDE £ Ph 13 o) v ob qhE 1In dh opnE
APSD »p3 prby DO OM3 PN TIME OB LBvh

271 7EIDY BYPDD D 3H 913D w3 B o7EMm

57> 5761 9ppd Y H M0 9793 P TIpD DR
37 *23003303 93 Dor M0E Woded NpbE

ab1y by 24 H5m 331 oh 333 2y 3w Hpy Ve 0
16> Bo% b2 of qb ,ov390 pb P BB *75 D 75 13
3 Hp7 By Hndh 16> ©E o8 0% B pn
0390 Py WO DD X6 MNeh 1epR B 13 darEd by
2509 pd p3p popN3 b 397 bNph ob »
pdna H5 33h 0339 03 e B 7 BopY dp BdbI P3N
0793 TP 0 B3 b ond my by 1o b

B31p 1pf DI pWh 7 IS MDD 1Dhn

MBI 16 HpED dE D b odws pd B 199BRY
J"E D303 13 N wh Ipod Y3 qbe

Hn7 Hm7 13 P YT PH 13 2P 0H PIY YL
PRE 7903 POD DOPH3 263HED D n7I3 by
0533 DI NPH 39 Wb ON 37 IHT HOEM 7 pd

bY obp 1437 opyDm pSp by7 3b9Ee Xt pemst RON
2B e BE 7 ooEd Budpd pw dp3

B 15 Hp 2Imd IS tawsd IMeE Nt
Hm7 503 91h NS whE p7oh pSp owd IS Hipe
DD NS DN 13 DYIPd 99D 0Py b up _bhsT

5] T

Wdpd NPH 103 PYE3 HE 336 .11 MNIp KL ¥75 Hid
puE3 B ob Wdd MNph oW hos B 7w Hh .73
16 pp7 703 b HO7 .20 Yb b H1d7 13
p73 B> pIpE 773 py1> 77 I3 p7s Y of ooy 3
oDY PINMY P73 WH IEY NDID PYE3 PITS PINE
PPE7D DD 1P 01 IN3T 107 DIEN DN 97 HnppT
05n Hap Dpr7s of 1D T I .0 o) onf Hnde
DT 23 575,00 domd spb Hrd7 one #3 onT
by o1En B oM 7 2y Pp3v ovhp B >
b5 vw3) v7> 3w np o (7 HIN opd mph7
b Brdp7 dwdps b oo domd opb Hnd7 pEvp
299 5ood oph Hd7 PERDT 1T 130 WHoh s}

wh 3 13 YO 35 p pap H M W7 O7XY
bnd7 710 hos gy 1pb 1r 35 dwdpd Nph

b B 1h7 3> 27> Wdpn >7HH o dnd sph
18019303 b7t pba 13 DS 39 390 27 om hod
190 525021 369> 35 1a3d Jmp o005 o b A In
%0 Y .03 BPIT 31 130 DB 35 1) om0 dp 1w
WHE 22 D 57y *d ¥Hy dDW 3 O3 1h P3E3
sod gfy Towe hns #pb o b vion dwdod
Bv70d Wpdpd oo BY ;1 Y b 1mod mpon

2408 4¢eTy

V5109 770 1BPYT WP v 336,00 Ymd oph Hnde
Meb 13 E v b p3Es 3H a3 dp> Bh amwon
OB OB 7 gby 335 dpdpd wph anb 7sn hwdp
D5 vdp oo d3b N5 oro 15 w0 Bh vhy B wh
Se 103 336 adpst YHOp> dE 7em3 191 3 de> B o
TIYID VIMDE PPNT WNE B™3 qH Vp3 Hip e
b5 »75 pSp OYD NS M0 HOT NS HE DD TN
w30 of1 B2 hdp Nph orem .ob 333 vy ew
DN B Sodp 575,010 195 1b 2363 36 Hrap
Vdpn OB 17 6> M on b b hnd

Rivash prohibits lifting ownerless Chametz from the ground so that it 1792 15w WIRY Ynn brvbo
will not cause harm to others, because by lifting it, it will now belong to NN 1o w'am nfw
him and he has transgressed the prohibition of Chametz. Later, Rivash  pri mwyb 512w mpna Xin ox 15X nosa 172 pdia Sw ynn b 10X w'an
suggests that perhaps we may presume he doesn’'t want to acquire it so 0T Amd W Xnw TTY MW LXOPMIXT AKX 22 21 nnaan 2w pbod paonym
as to avoid a transgression. ANf12373 12 7197 XD112 M5 NPT PR 2P 13 nar oR My
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If one finds Chametz on Chol Hamoed he is required to remove and destroy
it immediately. Be'er Heitev cites the abovementioned Rivash who forbids
lifting ownerless Chametz even if it is to avoid causing harm to others.
One may ask, why don't we allow him to lift the Chametz and remove it
based on the rule that he probably does not want to acquire the Chametz?
Rav Shlomo Miller shlit"a suggests that while it’s true he wouldn't acquire
it, still the Torah prohibition extends to any Chametz that is “found” by him,
meaning he has complete control over it. Therefore, holding ownerless
Chametz is forbidden even without gaining actual ownership over it. [The
exception would be if he is taking it in order to literally destroy it, because
then it cannot be considered “found” by him.]
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Chametz of a non-Jew is permitted after Pesach, whereas Chametz that
belonged to a Jew during Pesach may not be benefitted from forever.
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According to Rava, Chazal prohibited benefitting from Chametz that was
possessed by a Jew on Pesach as a penalty for his transgression of owning
the Chametz on Pesach.

Seemingly, had he not transgressed the Torah prohibition e.g. he was
mevatel [nullified] all of his Chametz before Pesach, the leftover Chametz
would be permitted for beneficial use.
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The Shulchan Aruch prohibits benefitting from Chametz left in the v'"po 2"xwn "1 "o nnan o p"w
possession of a Jew on Pesach, even if it was left there by mistake or 2"3wna 'P1.ouKR X AW M 'BR AR MOR Nosn MHY 1ayw bxawr bw yan
against his will. Mishna Berura explains that although he did not transgress 12 mwyb R K5W ™9 XIOIK 10X X7 103p n''n XY 52 5p 72y xbw 19K "ARW
the aveirah of owning Chametz because it was not in his control, Chazal X7 52 5y Mayn a>nnad
applied their penalty in all scenarios so that one won't be tempted to do

so willingly.
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Here, the Shulchan Aruch further prohibits Chametz left in the Jew’s
possession despite the Jew having nullified all his Chametz before Pesach.
According to the Mishna Berura, this penalty is to ensure that Chametz will
not be left purposely in one’s possession for after Pesach alleging that it
was nullified.

If he did search for and get rid of any Chametz but still missed something,
Mishna Berura cites a machlokes whether the penalty applies [since he did
whatever he possibly could]. In a case of great loss, one may rely on the
lenient opinion.
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Rav Akiva Eiger proposes permitting Chametz that was left in the
possession of a Jew if he nullified all his Chametz before Pesach and could
not physically get rid of the Chametz. He reasons that we only find that
Chazal penalized one who owned Chametz beyond his control, or one who
relied on nullification alone and chose not to destroy Chametz. Whereas,
if one nullified it [so it was ownerless] and he could not get rid of it, the
penalties should not apply.

According to the above, if one received a delivery of Chametz into his
possession on Pesach and did not expressly object to it, the Chametz
would be prohibited after Pesach even if it arrived without his knowledge,
because he has likely transgressed the prohibition of owning Chametz. On
the other hand, even if he did object to it, if he knew about it and allowed
it to remain on his premises it may also be prohibited, because he chose
not to get rid of it - which is in itself a reason to be subject to the penalty
of Chazal.
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Corporate Chometz

Rav Yosef Kushner

THE HALACHOS OF BUSINESS
RELATED CHOMETZ ON PESACH

The Three Prohibitions:

There are three prohibitions related to chometz on
Pesach.

1. Itis forbidden to eat chometz on Pesach.

2. It is forbidden to own chometz on Pesach or to
have chometz on your property on Pesach.

3. ltis forbidden to derive benefit from chometz on
Pesach.

The first of the three prohibitions is not usually
relevant to a business setting, but the second and
third are very pertinent.

Regarding one’s personal chometz, it is pretty easy to
avoid the prohibitions. Any chometz that one owns
can be sold and put away in a designated spot until
after Pesach. If any chometz is found on Pesach in
one’s property, it does not belong to him because he
disowned it previously.

In a business setting, however, there are many
scenarios where it is much more difficult to avoid the
prohibitions.

PART ONE

CHOMETZ ON YOUR PROPERTY:

If a businessman who deals in real estate owns a
multi-unit residential building, he is not responsible

for any chometz located inside apartments he rents
out. If the tenants are paying rent, they gain control
of their residences, and the landlord need not be
concerned if they have chometz in their possession.
The same is true regarding the owner of an office
building or shopping center. If individuals rent offices
or storefronts, they gain control of their rented space,
and the landlord bears no responsibility.

However, there are usually some common areas
in such buildings that are not rented out to specific
individuals and, therefore, represent a much bigger
concern. For example, an apartment building may
have a lobby or outdoor eating area that is open for
use to all the tenants but is not rented to any of them
in particular. Similarly, an office building may have a
dining room and a shopping center may have a public
eating area. All these common areas are not rented to
anyone in particular and, therefore, remain under the
control of the building’s owner. This may present a big
problem if chometz is left in any of these areas.

The Shulchan Aruch states (Orach Chaim 440:3) that
if a non-Jew enters a Jew’s home on Pesach with
chometz in his hands, the homeowner is allowed to
let him in and transgresses no prohibition from having
this chometz in his home. The Mishnah Berurah
adds, however, that once the non-Jew leaves, the
homeowner must be careful to clean up any pieces of
chometz which were left behind.

The explanation for this is that as long as the non-Jew
is holding and eating the chometz, it belongs to him,
and the Jew need not be concerned about it. But once
leftover pieces fall on the floor, which the non-Jew
has no intention of retrieving, this chometz becomes



ownerless. The halacha states that there is a Rabbinic
decree that a Jew may not allow ownerless chometz
to remain in his possession on Pesach; therefore, he
must burn it immediately.

It would thus stand to reason that if a non-Jew
would eat chometz in the common area of a property
owned by a Jew, and would then leave some pieces
or garbage in the area, these leftovers would fall
under the category of ownerless chometz left on a
Jew's property. The ramifications of this would be
that the Jew would have to remove it immediately. If
he doesn't, he would be in transgression of a Rabbinic
prohibition.

Of course, it is not practical to expect the owner of a
building to constantly keep watch over the common
areas of his property over Pesach. The same problem
would apply to many other types of businesses. For
example, if someone owns a trucking business and
uses non-Jewish drivers to haul goods, every time
a driver ate chometz in his truck and dropped some
crusts on the floor, he would have an obligation to
burn them. Obviously, this is not possible. So, what
is the solution?

It would seem that the only viable option would be
for the business owner to sell his entire building or
all of his trucks before Pesach so that he is not the
owner and is not responsible for any chometz in the
common areas. He will have to ask a competent
Rov to create a good shtar to formulate this sale
properly.

If someone is leasing an office building, he would
have an even more complex problem. When he leases
the building, he gains control of it, and becomes
the halachic owner; therefore, he is responsible to
burn any ownerless chometz in the common areas.
If a non-Jew would leave some leftover chometz in
the dining area, he would be obligated to burn it;
therefore, he would have to sublease the building to
a non-Jew avoid this prohibition. However, he may
have signed a lease that forbids him from subletting
to someone else. Thus, it would seem that the only
way to get around the problem would be for him to
sell his entire business to a non-Jew for the duration
of Pesach. Since it is still the same business, he would
not be breaching the contract by subleasing, but he
would be removing himself from ownership until the
end of Pesach.

The Shulchan Aruch (483:2) does list one caveat

that could ease the problem a bit for some landlords.
He rules that if the landlord lives far away from the
property he owns and has not been there in more than
30 days, he does not have to worry about ownerless
chometz on the property and has no obligation to
burn it. The Mishnah Berurah (443-14), however,
quotes the Gr"a as stating that this exception to the
rule only applies to chometz left by a non-Jew. If the
chometz was left by an irreligious Jew, this exclusion
would not apply and the problem would still have to
be rectified.

PART TWO

THE PROHIBITION TO DERIVE
BENEFIT FROM CHOMETZ:

It is forbidden to derive benefit from chometz on
Pesach even if you do not own it. For example, it
would be forbidden to feed any chometz to an animal
on Pesach.

An application of this prohibition is that the Bais
Yosef rules that it is forbidden to actively make
money through working with chometz on Pesach.
Accordingly, it would be forbidden for a Jew to work
as a watchman for a warehouse full of chometz, as
he would be benefiting from chometz on Pesach. It
would also be forbidden to have a job stocking shelves
of chometz in a supermarket on Pesach for the same
reason. Furthermore, even if only part of one’s job
involves working with chometz, if they would not
be able to keep the job if they would refuse to do
that aspect of the work, they would be considered
to be benefiting from chometz. Consequently, if part
of a nurse’s job would be to serve chometz food
to patients on Pesach, and she would be unable to
refuse this chore and still keep her job, she would be
forbidden to do her job on Pesach.

In an interesting teshuva, an individual asked Rav
Moshe Feinstein if he may work in a non-Jewish
bakery on Pesach. The man states that he would be
willing to work for free, without taking any money
from his work on Pesach, but only working so that
he doesn'’t lose his job. Rav Moshe rules that it is
forbidden because if one works in order to keep his
job, that is considered benefitting from chometz.

It would thus seem that the only solution for
someone with such a job would be to take off from



work for the duration of Pesach.

This prohibition extends even to passive profits one
derives from chometz. In this vein, the Shulchan
Aruch (450:4) states that if a non-Jew uses a Jew'’s
oven to bake chometz on Pesach and is willing to pay
him for the usage, the Jew is not permitted to take
the money as this would be deriving benefit from
chometz. Having said this, we must clarify that if a
Jew rents out a storage facility to a non-Jew, who
stores chometz in it on Pesach, there is no prohibition
to accept the rent money. The difference is that the
renter of the warehouse has to pay rent no matter
what he stores in the facility, and he even must pay
if he leaves it empty; therefore, it cannot be said that
the Jewish owner is benefiting specifically from the
chometz.

Thus, if a businessman would own a fulfillment
center and would charge for a certain amount of
space per month, there would be no concern if a
non-Jew would store chometz there. If, however, he
would charge a fee for each pallet stored, he would
not be allowed to take money for pallets of chometz
stored over Pesach. Similarly, if a Jew owns a trucking
company and he charges the renter per load, he
would be allowed to accept the payment even if
the non-Jewish renter uses the truck to transport
chometz, as he would have to pay him the same
price no matter what he put on the truck. However,
if the renter is being charged by weight or per pallet,
there would be a problem of accepting payment if
part of the load was chometz.

ROTZEH B’KIYUMO, WANTING THE
CHOMETZ AROUND:

In addition to all of the above, there is another
prohibition known as “rotzeh b'kiyumo”, benefiting
by having the chometz around.

To illustrate, the Shulchan Aruch (450:7) rules that
one cannot rent a pot to a non-Jew if he knows the
renter will use it to cook chometz on Pesach. The
reason for this is because if the pot would be on the
fire with nothing inside of it, it would become ruined;
therefore, the owner wants the chometz inside the
pot to exist. Since he is benefitting through the
existence of the chometz, it is considered a forbidden
benefit derived from chometz on Pesach.

This could apply in many contemporary scenarios.

To name one: If a person owns a nursing home and
utilizes a food service company that serves chometz
food to the residents, he wants this chometz to
exist and is thereby benefiting from it, which could
present a halachic problem that he would need to
discuss with his Rov.

Another example would be if someone owns a
vending machine that dispenses chometz on Pesach.
Even if he sold the chometz before Pesach, if he is
going to collect the money in the machine afterwards,
he wants the chometz to exist so that he can get that
money. This may present a problem that would need
to be addressed by a competent halachic authority.

PART THREE

DEALING WITH DELIVERIES:

A common shailoh comes up when someone receives
an unexpected delivery of chometz on Pesach. Is
there any permissible way to accept the delivery?

The Shulchan Aruch (448:2) rules that if a non-Jew
brings a gift of chometz to a Jew on Pesach, the Jew
should not accept it. The Mishnah Berurah explains
that by accepting it, he would be taking possession
of it, and would be transgressing the prohibition
of owning chometz on Pesach. It also would be
forbidden to derive benefit from after Pesach, just
like any other chometz owned by a Jew on Pesach.

Furthermore, even if he doesn't explicitly accept it,
he cannot tell the non-Jew to place it in a certain
corner or part of the house, as placing it aside would
be akin to accepting it and would have all the same
problems. On the other hand, if he does not accept
it or show any interest in it, and the non-Jew simply
puts it down on his own and leaves, it would not be
forbidden after Pesach. This is because the Jew has
shown that he does not want the chometz, and one’s
property does not take ownership of an item against
one’s will. (One would have to build a partition
around the chometz so that he does not see it on
Pesach and possibly be tempted to eat it, which is
the same halacha as any chometz that is in one’s
property that does not belong to him.)

The same guidelines could be applied to a commercial
shipment that arrives unexpectedly on Pesach. If a
shipment arrives on Pesach, one cannot accept it. He



also cannot tell workers where to unload it. While
according to what we stated above, one might think
there would be no problem if the deliverer just left
it on his own, that may not be so simple. The reason
this may still be problematic is because of a halacha
in Shulchan Aruch that states that if a Jew owns an
oven that he rents out with a barter system, wherein
everyone who uses it must pay him with one loaf of
bread, and a non-Jew uses it on Pesach and leaves a
loaf next to the oven, that bread is prohibited after
Pesach because it came into the Jews possession on
Pesach. In such a case, we do not say that because
he doesn't want to obtain possession of the bread
his property does not acquire it against his will. The
reason for that, as explained by the Bach, is because,
in this situation, that is the normal system of how
he does business. Since he always obtains bread this
way, if he doesn’t want this loaf, he must explicitly
declare that he is refusing it. If it is just left by the
oven and he says nothing, it automatically follows
the standard procedure and becomes his.

Based on this halacha, one may conjecture that if it is
standard procedure for shipments of food to be left
by someone’s warehouse, they would automatically
enter his possession, even if he does not want them.
In order to avoid taking ownership of them, he would
have to explicitly state that he does not want to
acquire them.

Even if he does explicitly say he doesn’t want
to obtain ownership of the chometz, he still has
another problem. If the chometz is now ownerless,
it would be categorized as ownerless chometz on his
property. As we previously stated, this constitutes a
Rabbinic prohibition and the chometz would need to
be burned. If such a problem does arise, one should
consult a Rov as to how to proceed and possibly
recoup the loss.

(One may ask why this problem of ownerless chometz
on one’s property does not seem to be a concern in
the case where a non-Jew brings one a gift on Pesach
and leaves it on his property. The answer seems to
be that in such an instance, where the non-Jew is a
private individual, if the Jew doesn’t accept the gift,
we can assume that the non-Jew realizes that he
retains ownership until the Jew takes it. In the case
of a delivery service, it is obvious that they relinquish

all ties to the merchandise when they deliver it, and
if the Jew does not accept it, it becomes completely
ownerless.)

ACCIDENTALLY SELLING CHOMETZ
ON PESACH:

We previously mentioned that it is forbidden to
make a profit from dealing with chometz on Pesach.

An application of this prohibition that we did not
mention previously would be if someone is an
Amazon seller and realizes on Pesach that one of
his accounts is still selling a chometz product. He
cannot accept any money for the sale of chometz on
Pesach, and if he already sold some chometz, there
is a major shailoh regarding whether he may keep
the money. The Mishnah Berurah (443:16) rules that
although according to the letter of the law he may
keep the profits, he should be stringent and not take
possession of it. If it is impossible to stop a pending
transaction, a Rov should be consulted to discuss
how to avoid taking possession of the ill-gained
profits.

If the Amazon seller unwittingly continued selling
chometz through Pesach, he may stand to have a big
loss if he has to decline all the profits. If he made
a shtar before Pesach that stated that he is selling
all his chometz to a non-Jew - both the chometz
he knows about and the chometz he is unaware
of - the status of the proceeds will be subject to a
major machlokes haposkim. In a famous teshuva,
Rav Moshe Feinstein writes that if a store sold its
chometz and then continued to do business with it
over Pesach, even though the store did the wrong
thing, the sale is still valid. Many Poskim disagree
and say that by doing business with the chometz
on Pesach, the store owner displayed that he is
backing out of the sale and it becomes null and void.
Accordingly, not only is the chometz forbidden on
Pesach, it would be forbidden after Pesach as well.
In such a case, one would need to consult with a Rov
for a definitive psak.
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DOES YOUR BUSINESS

..sell chametz products via an online marketplace like
Amazon?

..serve chametz on Pesach, such as a healthcare facility?

..depend on chametz, such as a trucking company that
hauls bread for clients?

.profit indirectly from the sale of chametz on Pesach, like a
property owner who leases space to Dunkin’' Donuts?

..sell chametz that may be returned either on or after
Pesach?

..sell chametz on consignment?

YOU MAY NEED A SPECIALIZED

CORPORATE MECHIRAS CHAMETZ

CONTACT THE BAIS HAVAAD OFFICE
FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

Schedule a mechiras chametz consultation:
1.888.485.8223 x.363 | info@baishavaad.org | ©732.232.1412



JOIN THE
YORUCHA INITIATIVE!

888.485 VAAD(8223) #303
yorucha@baishavaad.org

baishavaad.org/yorucha

AS AN INDIVIDUAL

Join the national Yorucha chabura together!

Tap into the physical or digital resources via
hard copies, web, email and/or whatsapp.

Connect with Bais HaVaad Dayanim and
Poskim for any questions you may have, as
well as arranging study sessions with a Dayan,
setting up a chavrusa, and more.

AS A COMMUNITY

Set up or join a community or shul chabura

Reach out to organize a choshen mishpat
chabura in your own shul.

AS A BUSINESS

Set up a Board Room Bais Medrash in your business

Mincha Learning In just 5 minutes a day,
before or after Mincha, you can learn short,
practical and insightful Business Halachos.

Weekly Lunch & Learn Join a deeper dive
into the background of the halachos by
understanding the sugya behind the halachos
as well.
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