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Sugya Introduction

PREFACE
The Torah forbids retaining any Chametz in our 
possession over Pesach. In addition, there is a 
positive commandment to get rid of any Chametz. 
Chazal further required all Jews to both search for 
and destroy all Chametz before Pesach, and also to 
annul any Chametz in their possession. 

1.	 In the first section we will discuss business 
owners who have non-Jews frequenting their 
offices or buildings on Pesach, whether the 
Jewish owner or landlord is responsible for 
Chametz that may be brought into the premises. 
Another discussion is whether workers who 
are typically fed by their Jewish employer can 
be allowed to eat Chametz at their place of 
employment.

2.	 Part two discusses the Torah prohibition of 
benefitting from Chametz on Pesach. This 
includes benefit derived from Chametz 
belonging to a non-Jew, such as business 
transactions or insurance involving Chametz 
merchandise. Even if an establishment was sold 
to a non-Jew for the duration of Pesach, the 
Jewish owner may not benefit from Chametz 
related profits, or even the mere retention of a 
job due to Chametz.

3.	 Lastly, we will look at the rules of Chametz after 
Pesach. If a Jew possessed Chametz on Pesach 
it is forever prohibited for use. What if a delivery 
of Chametz arrived on Pesach? What if the 
Jew canceled the order, but it arrived anyway? 
Must he refuse delivery or can he allow it to 
remain outside until after Pesach? We shall see 
that even the mere handling of Chametz can 
be prohibited, despite the lack of intention to 
acquire it.

Concepts that will be discussed in the coming three-week Sugya. 

CORPORATE CHAMETZ

הקדמה 
התורה אסרה להשהות חמץ בפסח, והמשהה אותו 
שאור  יט(  יב  )שמות  שנאמר  בלאו,  עובר  ברשותו 
לא ימצא בבתיכם, וכן נאמר )שם יג ז( ולא יראה לך 
חמץ. וכן חייבה תורה להשבית ולבער החמץ שנאמר 
)שם יט טו( אך ביום הראשון תשביתו שאור מבתיכם. 

־במשנה ריש פסחים מבואר שיש חיוב לישראל לב
דוק את ביתו ורשותו קודם פסח ולחפש אחר החמץ 
הנמצא בו לבערו בזמן ביעורו.  ויש לדון באופן שיש 

־נכרים הנכנסים לרשותו או לעסקו בפסח, איך מת
קיימים דיני הבדיקה או הביעור. 

	1 שה. בחמץ  הדין  מה  לבאר  צריכים  כל,  ־ראשית 
כניס עכו''ם לעסק או לבנין של ישראל האם יש 
בזה חיוב לבערו. עוד צריכים לברר בכה''ג שיש 
והישראל  לנכרים,  המושכרים  בנינים  לישראל 

־בעצמו לא נמצא שם כלל בפסח, האם צריך לה
זהר שלא יהיה חמץ בתוך הבנינים בפסח או לא.

	2 כגון . בפסח,  מחמץ  הנאה  דין  בע"ה  נבאר  עוד 
ישראל שמוכר עסקו לעכו"ם בפסח, אבל מקבל 
רווחים מחמת החמץ שיש בו. או למשל אם צריך 
את החמץ כדי שלא יתבטל עסקו מכל וכל במשך 
העסק  את  שמכר  שהגם  שנמצא  הפסח,  ימי 
לו  יהי'  שעי"ז  מהחמץ  נהנה  הוא  סו"ס  לעכו"ם, 

עסק אחר פסח.

	3 ־וכן יש לברר מה דין חמץ המגיע לרשותו של יש.
ראל ע"י הדואר )mail( וכדו', האם יכול לקבלו או 

־חייב מיד לבערו? ומה הדין בישראל הקונה "סגי
רות" )closeouts( ומגיעים למחסנים שלו הרבה 
משלוחים של סחורה אף בפסח, והרבה פעמים 
יש בהם חמץ והוא לא ידע מזה עד אחר פסח: 
א', האם עובר עליו משום בל יראה, ב', אם נחשב 

חמץ שעבר עליו הפסח ואסור ליהנות ממנו?
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QUESTIONS ON 
Corporate Chametz

Below are some practical scenarios that will apply to the material

1

4

For answers to these questions, and for more Q&A topics like these, visit baishavaad.org/daily 
To sign up to the Business Halacha Daily WhatsApp group messages   732.232.1412
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B A I S  H A V A A D  H A L A C H A  C E N T E R

BUSINESS
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daily
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derived from the current Yorucha topic.
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Can I allow gentiles to bring chametz into common areas of my 
business, like picnic tables or other areas that contain food?

I discovered after Pesach that I had received a shipment of 
closeouts to my warehouse that included some Chametz, can I 
use it?

If I forgot to sell some chametz 
merchandise before Pesach, and it 
was sold on Amazon over Pesach, 
am I allowed to receive the money?
If I cannot stop the money from 
coming in what am I to do?

I am a nurse and 
part of my job is 
to bring chametz 
to the non-
Jewish patients, 
is there any issue 
with that?



 חלק ג'
חמץ שהגיע לרשות 

ישראל או לאוצרו בפסח
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34 C O R P O R A T E  C H A M E T Z  P A R T  I I I

If a non-Jew offers a gift of Chametz to a Jew on Pesach, he must refuse 
to accept it from him. Preferably, he should say so explicitly. If he does 
accept it, or even if he implies that he wants it and allows the non-Jew to 
place it down in his property, he has thereby transgressed the prohibition 
of owning Chametz and the Chametz is forbidden forever. 
If, however, the Jew does not give any impression that he is interested in 
the gift, we may assume that he does not want to acquire something that 
is forbidden and the Chametz will be permitted after Pesach.

שו''ע או''ח ס' תמח סעי' ב', משנ''ב ס''ק ג'- ו'
דין  גופא[  בפסח  ]וכ''ש  פסח  ביום אחרון של  ישראל  לרשות  דורון חמץ  יהודי שהביא  אינו 
הוא דלא יקבלנו הישראל, ולכתחילה טוב שיאמר להדיא שאינו רוצה בו. אבל אם קיבלו עובר 
משום בל יראה, והחמץ אסור גם לאחר פסח. ואפילו לא קיבלו בהדיא, רק ניכר שרוצה בו, כגון 
שיאמר הנח במקום פלוני, חצירו קונה לו. ואם אינו ניכר שהישראל רוצה בו החמץ מותר, אע"ג 
שהעכו''ם הניחו ברשות ישראל, כיון דאסורא לא ניחא ליה למקני, ואין חצירו קונה בעל כרחו.

îùðä áøåøä òí äâäåú àéù îöìéç - ä ëäï, éùøàì îàéø áï àøéä æàá òîåã îñ 72   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä
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If a non-Jew placed Chametz in his possession [against the will of the 
owner] on Chol Hamoed, the Jew must erect a partition around it so he 
will not come to eat it. 
One may ask: partitions are only effective for Chametz that is owned by a 
non-Jew. Whereas here, where the Chametz is essentially ownerless, how 
could erecting a partition suffice? It would seem that the non-Jew whose gift 
was refused still retains a certain amount of ownership over the Chametz, 
enough to absolve the Jew from his obligation to remove and destroy it. On 
the other hand, Chametz that arrived in the mail or the like would seem to 
be completely out of the possession of the non-Jewish sender, and thus 
cannot be allowed to remain on the property of the Jew at all.

אם העכו"ם הביא לו חמץ בחול המועד צריך לעשות לפניו מחיצה לפניו שמא ישכח ויאכלנו. 
עכו''ם  ישראל אלא בחמץ של  וצ''ע, דהרי לא מצינו שמועיל מחיצה לחמץ שמונח ברשות 
)כמבואר בשו''ע סי' תמ סעי' ב'(, אבל חמץ של הפקר מחוייב לבערו מרשותו? ויותר קשה 
לדעת המקו"ח שהבאנו לעיל שחשש לאיסור תורה בחמץ של הפקר ברשות ישראל, ובודאי לא 
יהני לזה עשיית מחיצה? וצ''ל שכה"ג שהעכו''ם בעצמו הביא את הדורון, והישראל מראה לו 
שלא ניחא ליה לקנותו, מעולם לא הפקיע העכו''ם את ידו מיניה לגמרי, ועדיין מקרי חמצו של 

עכו''ם, ע"כ מספיק עשיית מחיצה בפניו. 
אולם בחמץ שמגיע לישראל ע''י הדואר או כדומה, דודאי כבר סילק העכו''ם ידו ממנו לגמרי, 

לא יועיל ביה עשיית מחיצה אלא חייב שלא להכניסו ברשותו כלל או לבערו מן העולם. 

îùðä áøåøä òí äâäåú àéù îöìéç - ä ëäï, éùøàì îàéø áï àøéä æàá òîåã îñ 73   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä



36 C O R P O R A T E  C H A M E T Z  P A R T  I I I

If an oven belonging to a Jew was used by non-Jews to bake their bread 
without his permission, the Jewish owner may not accept any of the loaves 
as payment [even after Pesach]. Mishna Berura explains, because this 
was a common form of payment, it’s as if the Jew already acquired these 
loaves, and they are prohibited as Chametz that remained over Pesach.
This seems to contradict the abovementioned assumption that a Jew 
certainly does not intend to gain ownership over forbidden food.

שו''ע או''ח ס' תנ סעי' ד', משנ"ב סק"ז וסק"י 
אם אפו עכו''ם חמץ בתנורו של ישראל, אפי' שלא מדעת הישראל, אסור לקבל כמה ככרות 
בשכירות. וכ' המשנ"ב הטעם שכבר זכה בהם בפסח והוה חמץ של ישראל שעבר עליו פסח, 

ואסור לעולם. ויש כמה ציורים דומים לזה בשו''ע. 
וצ''ע, דהא כבר כ' המשנ''ב לעיל סימן תמח ס''ק ה' דאיסורא לא ניחא ליה למקני, וא''כ מעולם 

לא קנה ע''י חצירו?

îùðä áøåøä òí ôñ÷é çæåï àéù - ä ëäï, éùøàì îàéø áï àøéä æàá òîåã îñ 77   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä
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îùðä áøåøä òí ôñ÷é çæåï àéù - ä ëäï, éùøàì îàéø áï àøéä æàá òîåã îñ 78   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä



38 C O R P O R A T E  C H A M E T Z  P A R T  I I I

According to the Bach, here we do not invoke the rule of “presumably he 
does not intend to acquire food that is forbidden” because this is a typical 
form of payment for this service, and therefore the loaves are forbidden 
unless he says so explicitly.

ב''ח סימן תנ ד''ה ויש לדקדק 
בכל השנה  המנהג  כיון שכן  למקני,  ליה  ניחא  לא  דאיסורא  בכה"ג  דלא אמרינן  כתב הטעם 

שמשלמים לו בככרות זוכה בהן מן הסתם כל זמן שלא פירוש להדיא שלא רוצה לקנותו.

èåø <îëåï ùéøú ãáåøä> - ã (àå"ç ùîä - úöã) éò÷á áï àùø (áòì äèåøéí) òîåã îñ 422   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä
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Using language similar to the Bach, Magen Avraham assumes the Jew 
would acquire the loaves in this case even without his acquiescence, 
because this was commonly done. 
Following this reasoning, one who gets Chametz delivered to his premises 
on a regular basis, such as a wholesaler or nursing home, may not rely 
on the presumption that he doesn’t intend to acquire it. If he does not 
express clearly that he does not want it to become his, he will transgress 
the prohibition of owning Chametz and it will be prohibited for use even 
after Pesach. 

מגן אברהם סי' תנ ס''ק ד' 
כ' המג''א דאם קיבל ככרות בפסח אסור ליהנות מהם ''כיון שדרכן לעולם לתת ככרות'' ומה''ט 
חשוב חמץ שעבר עליו פסח. ולכאו' כוונתו כמו שכ' הב''ח, דהטעם שחצירו קונה ולא אמרינן 
שמסתמא לא ניח"ל לקנותו הוא משום שכן דרכן לקנותו בשאר ימות השנה, ע"כ צריך לומר 

להדיא שאינו רוצה לקנותו.
לפי זה כל עסק שמגיע לו חמץ לרשותו ברגילות, כגון שקונה כדי למוכרו, או בית אבות וכדומה, 
לא מהני להו הסברא של איסורא לא ניחא ליה למיקני, אלא צריך לומר להדיא שאינו רוצה 
לקנות חמץ בחצירו בפסח. וכל שלא אמר כן חצירו קונה לו ועובר משום בל יראה, וגם נאסר 

החמץ מדין חמץ שעבר עליו פסח.

 

<<



40 C O R P O R A T E  C H A M E T Z  P A R T  I I I

Rivash prohibits lifting ownerless Chametz from the ground so that it 
will not cause harm to others, because by lifting it, it will now belong to 
him and he has transgressed the prohibition of Chametz. Later, Rivash 
suggests that perhaps we may presume he doesn’t want to acquire it so 
as to avoid a transgression.

טלטול חמץ שאינו שלו בידו
שו"ת ריב"ש סימן תא

ריב"ש אוסר להגביה חמץ של הפקר בידו בפסח אפילו אם הוא במקום שיכול לעשות היזק 
יש לומר דכיון  יראה דאורייתא. שוב צידד שמא  ודעתו רק לסלקו, שע"י הגבהתו עובר בבל 

שיעבור אם יזכה בו ע"כ אין דעתו לזכות בו ולא זכה בו בהגבהתו.
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If one finds Chametz on Chol Hamoed he is required to remove and destroy 
it immediately. Be’er Heitev cites the abovementioned Rivash who forbids 
lifting ownerless Chametz even if it is to avoid causing harm to others.
One may ask, why don’t we allow him to lift the Chametz and remove it 
based on the rule that he probably does not want to acquire the Chametz? 
Rav Shlomo Miller shlit”a suggests that while it’s true he wouldn’t acquire 
it, still the Torah prohibition extends to any Chametz that is “found” by him, 
meaning he has complete control over it. Therefore, holding ownerless 
Chametz is forbidden even without gaining actual ownership over it. [The 
exception would be if he is taking it in order to literally destroy it, because 
then it cannot be considered “found” by him.]

שו"ע סימן תמו סעיף א', באר היטב ד''ה בביתו 
אם מצא חמץ בחול המועד צריך להוציאו מיד ויבערנו. ובבאר היטב הביא את דברי הריב''ש 
הנ''ל לדינא שאסור להגביה חמץ בידו אפילו רק כדי לסלק ההיזק משום שע''כ קנאו ועובר על 

בל יראה. ]וע"ע בביאה"ל בשינוי לשון קצת.[
ולכאורה צ''ע, באופן שרק מגביהו כדי לסלק ההיזק משמע בבאר היטב שאין בזה שום עצה. 
וקשה, אמאי לא אמרינן כנ"ל שאיסורא לא ניח"ל למקני, וכ"ש אם יאמר בפירוש שאינו רוצה 
לקנותו? ושמעתי ממו''ח הג"ר שלמה מילר שליט''א, שהגם שכה"ג אינו קונה שיהיה שלו, מ''מ 
מצד איסור בל ימצא אסרה תורה להיות חמץ "מצוי" אצלו. ודעת הריב''ש שחמץ בידו ממש 
לעולם חשוב מצוי אצלו ולא מהני דעתו שלא לקנות. ונראה שצריכים להיזהר בזה כשמוצא 

־חמץ של הפקר בפסח שלא להגביהו כלל. ]וא"ת איך כתב המחבר שיוציא החמץ ויבערנו ומש
מע שמגביהו בידו? י"ל שכשמגביהו כדי לבערו אינו עובר עליו, שהתורה אסרה רק "בל ימצא" 

חמץ שלו, וזה שבא לבערו לא מקרי החמץ "מצוי" אצלו.[
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Chametz of a non-Jew is permitted after Pesach, whereas Chametz that 
belonged to a Jew during Pesach may not be benefitted from forever.

חמץ בבעלות או ברשות ישראל שעבר עליו פסח
משנה פסחים דף כח. 

חמץ של נכרי שעבר עליו הפסח מותר בהנאה ושל ישראל אסור בהנאה.
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According to Rava, Chazal prohibited benefitting from Chametz that was 
possessed by a Jew on Pesach as a penalty for his transgression of owning 
the Chametz on Pesach.
Seemingly, had he not transgressed the Torah prohibition e.g. he was 
mevatel [nullified] all of his Chametz before Pesach, the leftover Chametz 
would be permitted for beneficial use.

גמ' פסחים דף כט. רבא אמר 
מדאורייתא חמץ שעבר עליו פסח מותר בהנאה, ומ''מ חכמים קנסוהו שיאסר בהנאה משום 
שעבר עליו בבל יראה ובל ימצא. משא"כ בחמץ של נכרי שעבר עליו פסח מותר בהנאה כיון 

שלא עבר עליו בבל יראה. וכן פסקו הראשונים להלכה. 
לכאו' יש לדייק שרק אם עבר באיסור תורה קנסוהו לאחר פסח, אבל אם הפקירו קודם פסח 
ולא עבר על בל יראה )כמו שהבאנו לעיל מדברי התוס' שביטול מהני שלא יעבור עליו בבל 

יראה( לא קנסוהו לאסור החמץ לאחר הפסח.

úìîåã ááìé  <òåæ åäãø> - ä ôñçéí úìîåã ááìé òîåã îñ 69   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä
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The Shulchan Aruch prohibits benefitting from Chametz left in the 
possession of a Jew on Pesach, even if it was left there by mistake or 
against his will. Mishna Berura explains that although he did not transgress 
the aveirah of owning Chametz because it was not in his control, Chazal 
applied their penalty in all scenarios so that one won’t be tempted to do 
so willingly.

שו''ע סי' תמח סעי' ג', משנ"ב סק"ט
חמץ של ישראל שעבר עליו הפסח אסור בהנאה אפ' הניחו שוגג או אנוס. וע' במשנ"ב 

שאפי' באופן שלא עבר על בל יראה מ''מ קנסו היתירא אטו איסורא כדי שלא יבא לעשות כן 
לכתחילה ויעבור על בל יראה.
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שו''ע תמח סעיף ה', משנ"ב סקכ"ה
חמץ שנמצא בבית ישראל אחר הפסח אסור אע''פ שביטלו או הפקירו. וכתב המשנ"ב שהגם 
ויאמר  פסח  לאחר  אדם חמצו  כל  יניח  כדי שלא  קנסוהו  מ''מ  יראה,  בל  עובר משום  שאינו 
שהפקירו קודם פסח. וע"ש עוד שאפילו אם ביטלו וגם בדק ולא מצא את החמץ, כתבו כמה 
אחרונים שמ''מ אסור בהנאה כשמצאוהו לאחר פסח. אמנם יש מקילין, ובמקום הפסד מרובה 

יש לסמוך להקל, ע''ש. 

Here, the Shulchan Aruch further prohibits Chametz left in the Jew’s 
possession despite the Jew having nullified all his Chametz before Pesach. 
According to the Mishna Berura, this penalty is to ensure that Chametz will 
not be left purposely in one’s possession for after Pesach alleging that it 
was nullified. 
If he did search for and get rid of any Chametz but still missed something, 
Mishna Berura cites a machlokes whether the penalty applies [since he did 
whatever he possibly could]. In a case of great loss, one may rely on the 
lenient opinion. 
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Rav Akiva Eiger proposes permitting Chametz that was left in the 
possession of a Jew if he nullified all his Chametz before Pesach and could 
not physically get rid of the Chametz. He reasons that we only find that 
Chazal penalized one who owned Chametz beyond his control, or one who 
relied on nullification alone and chose not to destroy Chametz. Whereas, 
if one nullified it [so it was ownerless] and he could not get rid of it, the 
penalties should not apply.
According to the above, if one received a delivery of Chametz into his 
possession on Pesach and did not expressly object to it, the Chametz 
would be prohibited after Pesach even if it arrived without his knowledge, 
because he has likely transgressed the prohibition of owning Chametz. On 
the other hand, even if he did object to it, if he knew about it and allowed 
it to remain on his premises it may also be prohibited, because he chose 
not to get rid of it – which is in itself a reason to be subject to the penalty 
of Chazal.

תשו' רעק''א ס'י כג ד''ה הנה 
רעק''א מצדד להתיר חמץ שעבר עליו הפסח ברשות ישראל במקום שביטל חמצו לפני פסח וגם 
הי' אנוס מלבערו. והטעם, דשמא לא גזרו חז"ל אלא במקום שהי' אנוס ולא ביטלו ]והיינו סעי' 
ג' בשו''ע[ כיון דסוף סוף היה חמץ ברשותו מן התורה. וכן לאידך גיסא שביטל חמצו אבל פשע 
ולא ביערו כתקנת חז"ל ]והיינו סעי' ה' בשו''ע[, קנסוהו כיון שעבר על תקנת חז''ל שהצריכוהו 
פסח.  לאחר  החמץ  על  כיון שדעתו  כראוי  בלב  בטלו  ולא  הערים  ועוד שמא  ולבערו,  לבדוק 

משא"כ אם בטל חמצו וגם נאנס על הבדיקה והביעור, יש להסתפק אם קנסוהו לאחר פסח.
הנה לדבריו יש לעיין במי שבא חמץ לרשותו בפסח ואמר בפירוש שאינו רוצה לקבלו כנ"ל, מ"מ 
אם הניחו ברשותו במצב של הפקר ולא ביערו אולי נאסר בהנאה. דאפילו להשיטות שלא עבר 
עי"ז בבל יראה, הא סו"ס הי' מחוייב לבערו ולא ביערו, ולצד א' ברעק"א קנסוהו חז"ל מטעם זה 
לבד, וצ"ע. ואם לא אמר שלא ניח"ל, אפי' הגיע בלי ידיעתו וכנ"ל, נראה שבודאי נאסר בהנאה 

דהא יש ע"ז חשש דאורייתא של בל יראה.
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THE HALACHOS OF BUSINESS 
RELATED CHOMETZ ON PESACH 

The Three Prohibitions: 
There are three prohibitions related to chometz on 
Pesach. 
1.	 It is forbidden to eat chometz on Pesach.
2.	 It is forbidden to own chometz on Pesach or to 

have chometz on your property on Pesach.
3.	 It is forbidden to derive benefit from chometz on 

Pesach. 
The first of the three prohibitions is not usually 
relevant to a business setting, but the second and 
third are very pertinent. 
Regarding one’s personal chometz, it is pretty easy to 
avoid the prohibitions. Any chometz that one owns 
can be sold and put away in a designated spot until 
after Pesach. If any chometz is found on Pesach in 
one’s property, it does not belong to him because he 
disowned it previously. 
In a business setting, however, there are many 
scenarios where it is much more difficult to avoid the 
prohibitions. 

PART ONE
CHOMETZ ON YOUR PROPERTY:

If a businessman who deals in real estate owns a 
multi-unit residential building, he is not responsible 

for any chometz located inside apartments he rents 
out. If the tenants are paying rent, they gain control 
of their residences, and the landlord need not be 
concerned if they have chometz in their possession. 
The same is true regarding the owner of an office 
building or shopping center. If individuals rent offices 
or storefronts, they gain control of their rented space, 
and the landlord bears no responsibility. 
However, there are usually some common areas 
in such buildings that are not rented out to specific 
individuals and, therefore, represent a much bigger 
concern. For example, an apartment building may 
have a lobby or outdoor eating area that is open for 
use to all the tenants but is not rented to any of them 
in particular. Similarly, an office building may have a 
dining room and a shopping center may have a public 
eating area. All these common areas are not rented to 
anyone in particular and, therefore, remain under the 
control of the building’s owner. This may present a big 
problem if chometz is left in any of these areas. 
The Shulchan Aruch states (Orach Chaim 440:3) that 
if a non-Jew enters a Jew’s home on Pesach with 
chometz in his hands, the homeowner is allowed to 
let him in and transgresses no prohibition from having 
this chometz in his home. The Mishnah Berurah 
adds, however, that once the non-Jew leaves, the 
homeowner must be careful to clean up any pieces of 
chometz which were left behind. 
The explanation for this is that as long as the non-Jew 
is holding and eating the chometz, it belongs to him, 
and the Jew need not be concerned about it. But once 
leftover pieces fall on the floor, which the non-Jew 
has no intention of retrieving, this chometz becomes 
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ownerless. The halacha states that there is a Rabbinic 
decree that a Jew may not allow ownerless chometz 
to remain in his possession on Pesach; therefore, he 
must burn it immediately.  
It would thus stand to reason that if a non-Jew 
would eat chometz in the common area of a property 
owned by a Jew, and would then leave some pieces 
or garbage in the area, these leftovers would fall 
under the category of ownerless chometz left on a 
Jew’s property. The ramifications of this would be 
that the Jew would have to remove it immediately. If 
he doesn’t, he would be in transgression of a Rabbinic 
prohibition.
Of course, it is not practical to expect the owner of a 
building to constantly keep watch over the common 
areas of his property over Pesach. The same problem 
would apply to many other types of businesses. For 
example, if someone owns a trucking business and 
uses non-Jewish drivers to haul goods, every time 
a driver ate chometz in his truck and dropped some 
crusts on the floor, he would have an obligation to 
burn them. Obviously, this is not possible. So, what 
is the solution? 
It would seem that the only viable option would be 
for the business owner to sell his entire building or 
all of his trucks before Pesach so that he is not the 
owner and is not responsible for any chometz in the 
common areas. He will have to ask a competent 
Rov to create a good shtar to formulate this sale 
properly.  
If someone is leasing an office building, he would 
have an even more complex problem. When he leases 
the building, he gains control of it, and becomes 
the halachic owner; therefore, he is responsible to 
burn any ownerless chometz in the common areas. 
If a non-Jew would leave some leftover chometz in 
the dining area, he would be obligated to burn it; 
therefore, he would have to sublease the building to 
a non-Jew avoid this prohibition. However, he may 
have signed a lease that forbids him from subletting 
to someone else. Thus, it would seem that the only 
way to get around the problem would be for him to 
sell his entire business to a non-Jew for the duration 
of Pesach. Since it is still the same business, he would 
not be breaching the contract by subleasing, but he 
would be removing himself from ownership until the 
end of Pesach. 
The Shulchan Aruch (483:2) does list one caveat 

that could ease the problem a bit for some landlords. 
He rules that if the landlord lives far away from the 
property he owns and has not been there in more than 
30 days, he does not have to worry about ownerless 
chometz on the property and has no obligation to 
burn it. The Mishnah Berurah (443-14), however, 
quotes the Gr”a as stating that this exception to the 
rule only applies to chometz left by a non-Jew. If the 
chometz was left by an irreligious Jew, this exclusion 
would not apply and the problem would still have to 
be rectified. 

PART TWO
THE PROHIBITION TO DERIVE 
BENEFIT FROM CHOMETZ: 

It is forbidden to derive benefit from chometz on 
Pesach even if you do not own it. For example, it 
would be forbidden to feed any chometz to an animal 
on Pesach. 
An application of this prohibition is that the Bais 
Yosef rules that it is forbidden to actively make 
money through working with chometz on Pesach. 
Accordingly, it would be forbidden for a Jew to work 
as a watchman for a warehouse full of chometz, as 
he would be benefiting from chometz on Pesach. It 
would also be forbidden to have a job stocking shelves 
of chometz in a supermarket on Pesach for the same 
reason. Furthermore, even if only part of one’s job 
involves working with chometz, if they would not 
be able to keep the job if they would refuse to do 
that aspect of the work, they would be considered 
to be benefiting from chometz. Consequently, if part 
of a nurse’s job would be to serve chometz food 
to patients on Pesach, and she would be unable to 
refuse this chore and still keep her job, she would be 
forbidden to do her job on Pesach.  
In an interesting teshuva, an individual asked Rav 
Moshe Feinstein if he may work in a non-Jewish 
bakery on Pesach. The man states that he would be 
willing to work for free, without taking any money 
from his work on Pesach, but only working so that 
he doesn’t lose his job. Rav Moshe rules that it is 
forbidden because if one works in order to keep his 
job, that is considered benefitting from chometz. 
It would thus seem that the only solution for 
someone with such a job would be to take off from 



work for the duration of Pesach. 
This prohibition extends even to passive profits one 
derives from chometz. In this vein, the Shulchan 
Aruch (450:4) states that if a non-Jew uses a Jew’s 
oven to bake chometz on Pesach and is willing to pay 
him for the usage, the Jew is not permitted to take 
the money as this would be deriving benefit from 
chometz. Having said this, we must clarify that if a 
Jew rents out a storage facility to a non-Jew, who 
stores chometz in it on Pesach, there is no prohibition 
to accept the rent money. The difference is that the 
renter of the warehouse has to pay rent no matter 
what he stores in the facility, and he even must pay 
if he leaves it empty; therefore, it cannot be said that 
the Jewish owner is benefiting specifically from the 
chometz.  
Thus, if a businessman would own a fulfillment 
center and would charge for a certain amount of 
space per month, there would be no concern if a 
non-Jew would store chometz there. If, however, he 
would charge a fee for each pallet stored, he would 
not be allowed to take money for pallets of chometz 
stored over Pesach. Similarly, if a Jew owns a trucking 
company and he charges the renter per load, he 
would be allowed to accept the payment even if 
the non-Jewish renter uses the truck to transport 
chometz, as he would have to pay him the same 
price no matter what he put on the truck. However, 
if the renter is being charged by weight or per pallet, 
there would be a problem of accepting payment if 
part of the load was chometz.  

ROTZEH B’KIYUMO, WANTING THE 
CHOMETZ AROUND:

In addition to all of the above, there is another 
prohibition known as “rotzeh b’kiyumo”, benefiting 
by having the chometz around. 
To illustrate, the Shulchan Aruch (450:7) rules that 
one cannot rent a pot to a non-Jew if he knows the 
renter will use it to cook chometz on Pesach. The 
reason for this is because if the pot would be on the 
fire with nothing inside of it, it would become ruined; 
therefore, the owner wants the chometz inside the 
pot to exist. Since he is benefitting through the 
existence of the chometz, it is considered a forbidden 
benefit derived from chometz on Pesach.  
This could apply in many contemporary scenarios. 

To name one: If a person owns a nursing home and 
utilizes a food service company that serves chometz 
food to the residents, he wants this chometz to 
exist and is thereby benefiting from it, which could 
present a halachic problem that he would need to 
discuss with his Rov. 
Another example would be if someone owns a 
vending machine that dispenses chometz on Pesach. 
Even if he sold the chometz before Pesach, if he is 
going to collect the money in the machine afterwards, 
he wants the chometz to exist so that he can get that 
money. This may present a problem that would need 
to be addressed by a competent halachic authority.  

PART THREE
DEALING WITH DELIVERIES: 

A common shailoh comes up when someone receives 
an unexpected delivery of chometz on Pesach. Is 
there any permissible way to accept the delivery? 
The Shulchan Aruch (448:2) rules that if a non-Jew 
brings a gift of chometz to a Jew on Pesach, the Jew 
should not accept it. The Mishnah Berurah explains 
that by accepting it, he would be taking possession 
of it, and would be transgressing the prohibition 
of owning chometz on Pesach. It also would be 
forbidden to derive benefit from after Pesach, just 
like any other chometz owned by a Jew on Pesach.
Furthermore, even if he doesn’t explicitly accept it, 
he cannot tell the non-Jew to place it in a certain 
corner or part of the house, as placing it aside would 
be akin to accepting it and would have all the same 
problems. On the other hand, if he does not accept 
it or show any interest in it, and the non-Jew simply 
puts it down on his own and leaves, it would not be 
forbidden after Pesach. This is because the Jew has 
shown that he does not want the chometz, and one’s 
property does not take ownership of an item against 
one’s will. (One would have to build a partition 
around the chometz so that he does not see it on 
Pesach and possibly be tempted to eat it, which is 
the same halacha as any chometz that is in one’s 
property that does not belong to him.)  
The same guidelines could be applied to a commercial 
shipment that arrives unexpectedly on Pesach. If a 
shipment arrives on Pesach, one cannot accept it. He 



also cannot tell workers where to unload it. While 
according to what we stated above, one might think 
there would be no problem if the deliverer just left 
it on his own, that may not be so simple. The reason 
this may still be problematic is because of a halacha 
in Shulchan Aruch that states that if a Jew owns an 
oven that he rents out with a barter system, wherein 
everyone who uses it must pay him with one loaf of 
bread, and a non-Jew uses it on Pesach and leaves a 
loaf next to the oven, that bread is prohibited after 
Pesach because it came into the Jews possession on 
Pesach. In such a case, we do not say that because 
he doesn’t want to obtain possession of the bread 
his property does not acquire it against his will. The 
reason for that, as explained by the Bach, is because, 
in this situation, that is the normal system of how 
he does business. Since he always obtains bread this 
way, if he doesn’t want this loaf, he must explicitly 
declare that he is refusing it. If it is just left by the 
oven and he says nothing, it automatically follows 
the standard procedure and becomes his.  
Based on this halacha, one may conjecture that if it is 
standard procedure for shipments of food to be left 
by someone’s warehouse, they would automatically 
enter his possession, even if he does not want them. 
In order to avoid taking ownership of them, he would 
have to explicitly state that he does not want to 
acquire them.   
Even if he does explicitly say he doesn’t want 
to obtain ownership of the chometz, he still has 
another problem. If the chometz is now ownerless, 
it would be categorized as ownerless chometz on his 
property. As we previously stated, this constitutes a 
Rabbinic prohibition and the chometz would need to 
be burned. If such a problem does arise, one should 
consult a Rov as to how to proceed and possibly 
recoup the loss.  
(One may ask why this problem of ownerless chometz 
on one’s property does not seem to be a concern in 
the case where a non-Jew brings one a gift on Pesach 
and leaves it on his property. The answer seems to 
be that in such an instance, where the non-Jew is a 
private individual, if the Jew doesn’t accept the gift, 
we can assume that the non-Jew realizes that he 
retains ownership until the Jew takes it. In the case 
of a delivery service, it is obvious that they relinquish 

all ties to the merchandise when they deliver it, and 
if the Jew does not accept it, it becomes completely 
ownerless.) 

ACCIDENTALLY SELLING CHOMETZ 
ON PESACH: 

We previously mentioned that it is forbidden to 
make a profit from dealing with chometz on Pesach. 
An application of this prohibition that we did not 
mention previously would be if someone is an 
Amazon seller and realizes on Pesach that one of 
his accounts is still selling a chometz product. He 
cannot accept any money for the sale of chometz on 
Pesach, and if he already sold some chometz, there 
is a major shailoh regarding whether he may keep 
the money. The Mishnah Berurah (443:16) rules that 
although according to the letter of the law he may 
keep the profits, he should be stringent and not take 
possession of it. If it is impossible to stop a pending 
transaction, a Rov should be consulted to discuss 
how to avoid taking possession of the ill-gained 
profits.    
If the Amazon seller unwittingly continued selling 
chometz through Pesach, he may stand to have a big 
loss if he has to decline all the profits. If he made 
a shtar before Pesach that stated that he is selling 
all his chometz to a non-Jew – both the chometz 
he knows about and the chometz he is unaware 
of – the status of the proceeds will be subject to a 
major machlokes haposkim. In a famous teshuva, 
Rav Moshe Feinstein writes that if a store sold its 
chometz and then continued to do business with it 
over Pesach, even though the store did the wrong 
thing, the sale is still valid. Many Poskim disagree 
and say that by doing business with the chometz 
on Pesach, the store owner displayed that he is 
backing out of the sale and it becomes null and void. 
Accordingly, not only is the chometz forbidden on 
Pesach, it would be forbidden after Pesach as well. 
In such a case, one would need to consult with a Rov 
for a definitive psak.    

 



C re  
Curriculum

(subject to change)

P A R T  I  

Business Halacha 
Fundamentals

Elul 5780 

	• Dina D’malchusa Dina- 2*
҇	 Obligation to Adhere to Civil Law
҇	 How Civil Law Impacts Agreements Between Two 

Parties
	• Common Business Practice & Minhag Mevatel  

Halacha - 2
҇	 What Constitutes a Minhag
҇	 How Minhag Impacts Employment, Tenancy, 

Partnerships and Real Estate Deals etc.

Tishrei 5781 (Expanded Yom Tov Edition)
	• Business and Employment on Chol Hamoed

P A R T  I I 

Setting Up A Kosher 
Business

Winter 5781

	• Introduction to Choshen Mishpat & Business Halacha -1 
	• Gezel - 3
	• Gezel Akum, Ta’os and Mate' Akum -2 

	• Geneivas Da’as - 1
	• Acceptable Marketing - 1
	• Halachic Considerations of Corporate Gifting - 1
	• Halachos of Employment -4

҇	 Backing Out
҇	 Where Backing Out Causes a Loss
҇	 Working Pro Bono and Hiring Jewish 
҇	 Obligations of Employer and Employee

	• Halachic Deals and Documents - 4
҇	 Understanding Asmachta
҇	 Agreements and Kinyan Devarim 
҇	 The Halachic “Agreement Validation” Clause
҇	 Non-Competes and Non-Circumvent Agreements 

	• Partnerships & Corporations - 4
҇	 Structuring
҇	 Legal Entities and Trusts
҇	 Management
҇	 Divisions of Profits and Losses

Nissan 5781 (Expanded Yom Tov Edition)
	• Corporate Chametz - The Issues and the Solutions
	• Isurei Hana’ah 

P A R T  I I I

Maintaining A Kosher 
Business

Summer 5781 - Commitments and 
Kinyanim
	• Hasagas Gevul and Competition - 4
	• Kinyanim Expounded - 2
	• Situmta - The Kinyanim of the Marketplace - 1 
	• Mi Shepara, Mechusar Amana etc. - 2
	• Ona’ah - 2 
	• Mekach Ta’os- 4

Summer Break 5781 (Special Edition)
	• Tzedaka and Maaser

҇	 As a Business and Individual

P A R T  I  

Business Halacha 
Fundamentals

P A R T  I I 

Setting Up A Kosher 
Business

P A R T  I I I

Maintaining A Kosher 
Business

* Number of weeks for this topic



Elul 5781 - Maintaining a Kosher Work 
Environment
	• Yichud in the Workplace - 2
	• Interaction With the Opposite Gender - 2 

Tishrei 5782 (Expanded Yom Tov Edition)

	• Websites and E-Commerce on Shabbos and Yom Tov

Winter 5782 (Leap Year) - 1st Semester 

	• Loans and Guarantees - 2
	• Ribbis 101/The Basics  - 4
	• Insurance Issues - 1
	• Brokerage - 2
	• Lashon Hara in Business - 2
	• Legal Holidays and Chukos HaGoyim - 1

Winter 5782 - 2nd Semester -  
When Things Don’t Go As Expected:

	• Bais Din - 3
	• Din and Lifnim Mishuras Hadin - 2 
	• Arka’os - 2
	• Quitting, Firing, and Severance - 2
	• Partnership Dissolution - 2
	• Collections - 2
	• Bankruptcy - 1

Nissan 5782  (Expanded Yom Tov Edition)

	• Maintaining a Facility on Pesach

 Summer 5782 -  Final Testing and Review

Choshen Mishpat Supplemental Track
	• More In-Depth and Intricate Learning of Previous Topics 
	• Nizkei Shcheinim
	• Mazik, Garmi, and Halachic Torts
	• Hashavas Aveida
	• Mitzva of Lending
	• Yerusha and Trusts
	• Trustees and Executors
	• Shomrim and Fiduciaries
	• Shluchim and Agents
	• Harsha’a and Power of Attorney
	• The Shibuda D’Reb Nosson Law
	• Hefker, Pruzbul, and Other Choshen Mishpat Topics

Real Estate Track:
	• General Real Estate
	• Bar Metzra
	• Acquisitions and Ani Hamehapech
	• Lo Sachmod
	• Brokerage
	• Landlord/Tenant
	• Zoning Laws
	• Rent Control and Evictions
	• Fix and Flip
	• Administrations and Boards 

HealthCare Track:
	• Shabbos and Yom Tov
	• The Kosher Kitchen
	• Employment Training
	• Facility and Housekeeping 
	• Compliance and Fiduciary
	• Partnership and Employment
	• Medical Issues

Finance and Ribbis Track:
	• Introduction: Understanding Ribbis
	• Ribbis of Non Jews and Mumar
	• Foreign Currencies & Commodities: Se'ah Bese'ah Applications
	• Corporate Lending & Borrowing
	• Credit Unions - Ownership in Ribbis Entities
	• Credit Unions: Paying Ribbis by Court Order
	• Pesika:Deposits & Price Guarantees
	• Tarsha- Paying for Credit & Early Bird Specials
	• Arvus & Ribbis: Cosigning on a Non Jew's Loan
	• Arvus & Ribbis: Cosigning on a Ribbis Loan
	• Differentiating Between Expenses & Interest: Defining the Two
	• Ribbis in Partnerships
	• Ribbis in Contracts - Capital Calls and Late Fees
	• Deal Syndication & the Real Estate Process From Negotiation to Closing
	• Ribbis as a Knas: Fines & Penalties
	• Purchasing Tax Liens and Mortgage Bundles
	• Using a Purchased Item When the Sale was Reversed
	• Selling Conditional on Reversing the Sale
	• Ribbis Responsibilities of Lawyers, Brokers, and Witnesses
	• Review of Ribbis Fundamentals
	• Hard Money Loans & Heter Iska - Kulo Pikadon; Chatzi Milve
	• Heter Iska- The Approach of Reb Moshe Feinstein
	• Heter Iska Klali and Loans Specified to be Al Pi Heter Iska
	• Ribbis Mukdemes - Ribbis MeUcheres
	• Ribbis Devarim
	• Defining Ribbis: Gifts, Favours and Charitable Donations

P A R T  I V

Industry-Specific & In-Depth 
Supplemental Tracks



BELLE HARBOR
Bais Yehuda 
R' Dovid Semel

BROOKLYN
R' Felder's Shul 
Rabbi Heshy Wolf 

Yad Yosef Torah Center
Rabbi Eddie Kassin

Flatbush Park Jewish Center 
Rabbi Eli Moskovitz

CHICAGO
Agudas Yisroel of West Rogers Park 
Rabbi Moshe Scheinberg

CLEVELAND
Beis Doniel 
Rabbi Dovid Aron Gross

DALLAS
Cogregation Toras Chaim
Rabbi Yaakov Rich

DETROIT
Lakewood Kollel
Rabbi Boruch Miller

Bnei Israel Kollel 
Rabbi Yisroel Cywiak

FAR ROCKAWAY
Khal Zichron Moshe Dov 
Rabbi Ahron Stein

Sulitzer Bais Medrash 
Rabbi Avraham Hartman

JACKSON
Khal East Veterans  
Rabbi Baruch Isaacs

LAKEWOOD
Bais HaVaad 
Rabbi Dovid Grossman

Bais Medrash of Lutzk 
Rabbi Yaakov Pascal

Bitbean 
Rabbi Aryeh Caplan

Bernath And Rosenberg
Rabbi Baruch Fried 
Rabbi Yossi Schuck

LAWRENCE
Heichal Dovid (W) 
Rabbi Mattisyahu Blumenthal

LOS ANGELES
Kollel of LA 
Rabbi Zalmen Frager

Bait Aaron Torah Outreach Center
Rabbi Moshe Nourollah 
R' Avraham Hirshberg

LIDO BEACH
Lido Beach Synagogue

MINNEAPOLIS
Minneapolis Kollel
Rabbi Maeier Kutoff 
Rabbi Binyomin Stoll 

MONSEY
Chabura of Haverstraw 
Rabbi Tzvi Rubin

Zichron Yakov 
Rabbi Yehuda Russack

Brisker Kollel 
Rabbi Michoel Illes

Cogregation Torah Utfila
Rabbi Moshe Langer

PHILADELPHIA
Philadelphia Community Kollel
Rabbi Yosef Prupas 
Rabbi Yaakov Baum

QUEENS
Cong. Ohr Bechor Halevi 
Rabbi Chaim Schwartz

STATEN ISLAND
Kehilas Niles 
Rabbi Dovid Waldman

TORONTO
Ateres Mordechai 
Rabbi Yosef Rothbart

WEST HEMPSTEAD
Young Israel of W. Hempstead
Rabbi Dovid Felt

Eitz Chayim of Dogwood Park
Rabbi Dov Greer 

WOODMERE
Kollel Bnei Yeshivos
Rabbi Shmuel Witkin

Aish Kodesh 
Rabbi Yoni Levin

Yeshiva Gedola Five Towns 
Rabbi Ami Glassberg

CURRENT YORUCHA CHABUROS

TO CREATE OR JOIN CHABURA CONTACT US 
  732.232.1412     888.485.VAAD(8223) #302      yorucha@baishavaad.org     baishavaad.org/yorucha 



...sell chametz products via an online marketplace like 
Amazon?

...serve chametz on Pesach, such as a healthcare facility?

...depend on chametz, such as a trucking company that 
hauls bread for clients?

...profit indirectly from the sale of chametz on Pesach, like a 
property owner who leases space to Dunkin’ Donuts?

...sell chametz that may be returned either on or after 
Pesach?

...sell chametz on consignment?

DOES YOUR BUSINESS

YOU MAY NEED A SPECIALIZED

CORPORATE MECHIRAS CHAMETZ

CONTACT THE BAIS HAVAAD OFFICE 
FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

Schedule a mechiras chametz consultation:  
1.888.485.8223 x.363 | info@baishavaad.org |   732.232.1412



  888.485.VAAD(8223) #303

  yorucha@baishavaad.org
  baishavaad.org/yorucha 

JOIN THE  
YORUCHA INITIATIVE!

3 WAYS TO JOIN:
AS AN INDIVIDUAL

AS A COMMUNITY

AS A BUSINESS

Join the national Yorucha chabura together!

Tap into the physical or digital resources via 
hard copies, web, email and/or whatsapp.

Connect with Bais HaVaad Dayanim and 
Poskim for any questions you may have, as 
well as arranging study sessions with a Dayan, 
setting up a chavrusa, and more.

Reach out to organize a choshen mishpat 
chabura in your own shul.

Set up or join a community or shul chabura

Set up a Board Room Bais Medrash in your business

Mincha Learning In just 5 minutes a day, 
before or after Mincha, you can learn short, 
practical and insightful Business Halachos.

Weekly Lunch & Learn Join a deeper dive 
into the background of the halachos by 
understanding the sugya behind the halachos 
as well.

Five Towns  •  Belle Harbor  •  Chicago  •  Queens  •  Lakewood  • Dallas  • Detroit  • Flatbush  •  Philadelphia  •  Lido Beach  •  Staten Island   
Monsey  •  Detroit  • Los Angeles  •  Baltimore  •  Far Rockaway  •  West Hempstead  •  Cleveland    •  Toronto  •  Boro Park  •  Minneapolis  

C U R R E N T 
C H A B U R O S




