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Sugya Introduction

Concepts that will be discussed in the coming three-week Sugya.

PREFACE

The Torah forbids retaining any Chametz in our
possession over Pesach. In addition, there is a
positive commandment to get rid of any Chametz.
Chazal further required all Jews to both search for
and destroy all Chametz before Pesach, and also to
annul any Chametz in their possession.

1. In the first section we will discuss business
owners who have non-Jews frequenting their
offices or buildings on Pesach, whether the
Jewish owner or landlord is responsible for
Chametz that may be brought into the premises.
Another discussion is whether workers who
are typically fed by their Jewish employer can
be allowed to eat Chametz at their place of
employment.

2. Part two discusses the Torah prohibition of
benefitting from Chametz on Pesach. This
includes benefit derived from Chametz
belonging to a non-Jew, such as business
transactions or insurance involving Chametz
merchandise. Even if an establishment was sold
to a non-Jew for the duration of Pesach, the
Jewish owner may not benefit from Chametz
related profits, or even the mere retention of a
job due to Chametz.

3. Lastly, we will look at the rules of Chametz after
Pesach. If a Jew possessed Chametz on Pesach
it is forever prohibited for use. What if a delivery
of Chametz arrived on Pesach? What if the
Jew canceled the order, but it arrived anyway?
Must he refuse delivery or can he allow it to
remain outside until after Pesach? We shall see
that even the mere handling of Chametz can
be prohibited, despite the lack of intention to
acquire it.
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BUSINESS

HALACHA
daily

QUESTIONS ON
Corporate Chametz

Below are some practical scenarios that will apply to the material

Can | allow gentiles to bring chametz into common areas of my
business, like picnic tables or other areas that contain food?

If | forgot to sell some chametz
merchandise before Pesach, and it

| am a nurse and
part of my job is

was sold on Amazon over Pesach, to bring chametz

am | allowed to receive the money? to the non-

If | cannot stop the money from Jewish patients,

coming in what am | to do? is there any issue
with that?

| discovered after Pesach that | had received a shipment of
closeouts to my warehouse that included some Chametz, can |
use it?

Join BHD and receive a 3-5 minute video post
derived from the current Yorucha topic.

JOIN “BUSINESS HALACHA DAILY” TODAY!

For answers to these questions, and for more Q&A topics like these, visit baishavaad.org/daily
To sign up to the Business Halacha Daily WhatsApp group messages @ 732.232.1412
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Although one has already gotten rid of his Chametz, Chazal require a

verbal nullification as well. The reason for this, is perhaps he will find some

enticing Chametz on Pesach that he overlooked and delay destroying it,

thus violating the prohibition of having Chametz willfully. We avoid this by

nullifying it beforehand, this way it is considered hefker - ownerless - and

not his responsibility.
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Nullification alone would suffice to avoid the Torah prohibition of having

Chametz, because the Torah only forbade seeing Chametz which you own.

Here, the nullification

1?7{’ BAIS HAVAAD

oy

Tm_r HALACHA CENTER

makes it ownerless.

Xn»IRTA 1" 27 0nod 'oin

2wN 122 DYRw INRDT XY 52 AR 52 5y 2w K n''in nnxa wwnn Sva ox

"omnx bw AR nnx Hax axn ANk R Pw' pmnk mean Xy 15K 1pan




wowny Py
M

poson 37D M N N

9 3 950 5 D

P 17 7B W 1D pED
:b gpp Hdp

Sx3am a0

Wy YWY MR
R TPMa

15 um MRS penn
WX XNT 27 [TR KD]
2%k A 21 A
27 XIpPOXT 21 7Y AR
RTORDMR MR PR
TR IRDT TP
RI7T XIDY IR K7 120p
qa0p Y MT Rm
FEi=h i ST )
apan oM Y
TR MR TR MR
00 M PO KT DY
PR NYBYT P2 KA
Tpan KW PR WY
TR P 0 N0 TR
P RN MINT D ‘M
T P2 RSN 2PN
XD TR XDIX WY
TP MO N X
3 TN I LMD
waw o 0T
x=b vy opriey
wRw DM PYD X
nrAT XY owa
Y> mmoohwa wnw
T oTR TIP3 TR
vy opiEt wnw
PR RPN xmy
TReb B MRS
W% oY WP XM
[P23] orR TRwn
55 smbon sov xp
X2 7D N IO
ORI YTy 200
TR RIPY DOAZOR W
TMRT TNY D KR
aTRT TR ™
107201 %W TR TR

o
DM 1YPan

newwmaw  mwna] [H

[Ext-EATES s L K |
onwrl [3 (e
:N2F ¥ v

:(IT93)
iy A o [7
> PP T MK XMO
mxon PWww) 2w
by 12 W (mwma
[N Xe b B e
777 27¥ M 0MIA oI
R TN e [ R
KT Y72 oY) :0"Y)
VPP W T3)
™yt H(owIon
:(IT93) Fgvah ™)
T ony b D
W7 NFT iyt M
W bkl
KW PRI PN
121 9912 8% R
¥ DW3 WA DT
e e vy ow
a1 oyp XA XY on
SRUn N pAnw
(7)) pMeRT Yoa
27,0772 X2MW 02 [P
SRTomEn amr
TIRW /0IN2 191,70
nwpn A wrm
nuyn nosomn ATNO
WY AT 2 oW
apann M AwTT UMt
Xam 73 [P ;1 MR
o om
s wrPna
(PP [NERT D
Y e vy [
TINS NENY MR
™ oA pam
BEa T

¥ [

0:

DNDD NWNT DYDY AN N

vhp Jupd By 7D pEmT AN TPM2 WY ST YN BN (rq7) HIMB T ST (Oop ey s Wt YN

wh7> M3 P o b o B dn oby
Goap Hndos s BorMbI dpPE I PTSO (1 q7) DB| DIMTPD DYID d5 LMY ONW phonns ppd M MRz

H5 d3m 0HY a5 wdy Swp B ppms :hnvp

s sap7 y7ph7 >h obm ©Ho oprIs omop 1250 ohnh | PhE o B3 wambr »pb owrs prmd Y5 1 o qpams

o0 P17 omsp Yropn Hrdus
DPED PY WPY P K 1wIh
mEs W P3Y BIT (o q7) Y
3007 Pt fod7 b 1 o
165 1PHROE oYpM INY nh
B ob >woh b oDy
DY JODT OIEN DWW
D) ppo3 P IpHY B MED
(& q7) pd Wb Wrn Y73
B o 3P e P7 B
oMW b 2N ONPPE DI
o Popanhd mE ek o P ¢
DM 13 OPPDOE oD NhE M)
YPERD B 33 ob b33 uvd
B0 Wwoh vpsh p7sd omon
oomd opb BT own b7
opp By Wwob7 H73E7d obM
Y3 opon 1rena7 Y75 nho
w3y ogpy Tons ~pH THD
oby 33 ba’iv 31 3 9b p3vwn
(3 q7) P BH £ p7Id)
190 W0 g NPE @ b Ha7
770 HH ond W dEPY
P Y M3 D 5757 ond oM
DIVEDY Moh7 vPEN  DIMLD
e b amoEsd apw shy
Hon pped Wb T mb dop
9ph Bd7 o 39 Wpb wMm
B3 ppod WH Hn DN )
TRY B 7y bb7 Sy e
) Pt mEh wt o wnt
7 B3 b7 oppus Bb (o> g
107 7y ) b B
AT T T 8T N
16n oY bbb 77pp VP> B
P w0 obp BT dw b7
7Em o B m ppy Peh
:0MDp0 £3pd ph

b obp BY M ey
05 mb  »En7

fro oDy b3 Hpdm P
11723 PIPDD VMED I EIBM
pao37 b am mz pyey
LOEN (:o5 p q7) PNV

™) PERT PPn DN M DYPT
Cyp3 pppy Bh PS5 BN OPY
Yo bp P own B
MEY JPUE J¥5 ObD DD PponT
YPER Wb B BH M PPEN

oW VPO DIDD IO PPIT HM 3D W3 HSE 0y P 07h
P03 797 PDYIM DM POPN WD DD PPINd HIaT Hmby
(B q) PPy o3 D31 Wpn Wy YPIT (4> q7) PED PEW
D0 39 £97 HO DEPY H5v dn Py B Py I PIENED I3
(08 b q7) PO PIB3 165p HY7 HIph HIpn Popn dE7 O
by pIRh Y PS5 NH 30 P M0 DM5T CHIE Imby
D) OPPM © B> N7 qoY oph P10 b B Fd7 b0
PR HEM 1w PHush 1hin H7 HIM opbbd

POWT> OYD %D 7D W7 DY 7D M BFwD 2 IND)
P 9p3 HIPI PWE 1 TOT (> q7) YPEI THD D3

:F3 PHDY OPISH IHND TR0 DT EHED DRI KIPD D

m NS panT AN PP Y paNd
TRE PN PR I3 pouSn PN opn 5
QP AN MY ‘2 AN B3 Pt
0 OOMEIN NP DM pRn 2 pouone
DN 550 v e 92 4D Sy M
PR e menn e e
T 3 T MON NI 3T NN ‘S
I AN IR TP RPOD NP 9O N
M Wiar 9% 59 AN NI 1K T
M NN oW DWINT N Pan e
TN PIT TP M IND BN N
AT 3T T NTDY AN NBD 2D
D55 @ 27 AN T 27 WNT 27 N
UM DM D3 N W D3 DN DI
N TN NEON W A PR IN;E
I3 P2 MDY P MW PN W NA
PYD M OO P2 TINDY TNp oM
WM BRIT RS DPTTO Wi
N TN NREN O NS otN Npn e
NON D I N TNmD @ N on N
NP N2 TS 750 NP NS mnpn
NI DD1IR PIRY TP 19 NP NP 1Y
NS NI TP ND oM NON IR
RIS P NS ONPION D)
WO ST RMIRBN TP Nowrd
NATIN TN NEON TR 90 mbbn o
DN B3 52 1mE5m aNp o N
WIT NI DUTNBR Do mnpn NON
N OMAY Wa NS PTIND N maw
Smp NTONSN YRDY 95 SOn e 2o
NPDI WD CNIT TN M DESDT NS
N I AT (PAT) TN TS F
DI NG C a3y oD Sw jND MoN
2 O ANy Sy e
N

mbpn

pY 5 ph op B pEwOn
b B B Jp7id I ond
D TOD 3 peIdes g P
wodEd v poppnt qpIn
P TOW EREdE DYDY
Gy Py BH PR 173 10D
S5 wp Sy pmE e o Hrso)
DN BN (b q7) NB ANET
A PR MY N D
8P 70 1) :(op) PN DN
VT OVTSOTONT SR MR NPT
277 35 DG e PHED e
~p2 6 on b ¥ b jbn
apsn cEpnn B oY b HoT
W7 P PTRT TP LT
2ONE OEIH0 NP MEE NS D
6N LHAPEYT APD MNT BN
op b7 W HPRT M3 10T
TN P2 2 Nb 3D NP o 37
B0 337 ob Y b Hd v
whe opbm vHo 30 b
77 oDh 2 w5 Mmb7 P
qov pby 1ab 797 3W0d 7D
3D MUK PHOS TV WINID
wh 937 op Hop b b omer
7D Bivo zw voa o) A
mno w3 Py sd pEw Py
IRD 0 T PRXY D% Do
B 3w hor B 3w B H9n
a3 HO oM 310 D NP3 Wb
WD : TOHPID MDY DN 2O
737 op7 P ovnpn Bpgo ps
PPO7 0 NEN 7 M D Ho
HOE OPTH ENE P P s
8 205w :hso ohwd jpdobn
NH B 97 OF 0T s
TP MDY EOE DI P P P
vhmo B3 937 oF of PP
P30 YoppE> mep pw s Mo
dofr JEn Hr Do ohws vhad
pHED DA 2an Panpd mbws
opr7sh dvp dmb Pop YOy dp
omno b Hp by P3d Phv)
o3y IpED pdy ok 7Hn M
TRRE :PEoD dp ppd oo b
bpppp dppn EM WIS
10 937 oF 1B) b HM PhHR)
boopp Hponps T 8RND N
R DB PRS T 1Oy

NI (7 opm) DADT OIVD PHS T IED PVLY PO
o bEMp ) I HD 1D KT NI TP o0 D
orhnd obsd HIp B o MHD oE b HIpE HrenT Ho
EPEY 1S KEnvT RRTEES s :Opd Dpwn Mo g
v P v73vd HIpE Poo B obds pnEd M5 JEh ovs
OO0 DY OIY) NIT MW W 2END KT TP 8T
mh I ppa7 B B prhn hs b P Brp bp wbp
b o) B oI 7 prhn e oEcd spwed )
H omp oMby punsh B rn pwnd Bk
200 3 b3 pPE MHD o vhd ITd orp Hppn

oban7 37003 PpEnT OB By 300 phS 7p7 B Y HPEDT 2 I ST NINY DI INS T 1T N NN
SED DI WY B Oy DD pHS v IDED PDY BOBYNS DEW WMBY C3pD7 MO OY IED MONT (> q7)

WBPT (sh b q7) PRI W03 P07 ohond Fap Boon dEp B B0 oy oEcwd nhS w7 Pow My opam Wxhhn orm
b5 b dhza dup B0 oDh KB In pdn ME ond MBT 1Hnd HHY Pty P DS 1 3D IDD PPEREN DN
2003 B obbs phad opp oI Bh ovs phan odvay oEw B Copd b7 DI b3 phps vh ph7 DI

(0 7) P93 b o7h w3 PEd b PXb HIpe PEd wh o7h W3 PEd7 HI0 om ST STen
:®R3h0 7p 107 076 3 b Wh Po 07 WY PN AT D P dppn IHD =

oh

Although one must nullify his Chametz, the requirement to search for and

destroy your Chametz remains, lest one come to actually eat the Chametz.
In summary, one must nullify the Chametz so that any Chametz he may
find won't be considered “his’; but he must also get rid of any Chametz to
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One may allow a non-Jew to enter a Jewish home holding Chametz. Rashi
explains, the Torah only forbade seeing “your” Chametz, as opposed to
seeing the Chametz of a non-Jew.
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One may allow a non-Jew to enter his home while carrying Chametz.
Mishna Berura explains that there is no violation of seeing the Chametz
because it belongs to the non-Jew, and there is also no concern that
the Jew may come to eat it [which would require the Jew to get rid of it]
because it's under the auspices of the non-Jew.
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When the non-Jew leaves the premises, the Jewish owner must ensure n*pomoaawvn
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that no Chametz was left behind [e.g. in the trash]. Once the non-Jew
leaves, we must be concerned that the Jew may eat the Chametz, and the
obligation of getting rid of Chametz would apply.

Practically, if it isn’t feasible to ensure that no Chametz will be left behind,
such as in office cafeterias and the like, one must sell the premises to a
non-Jew before Pesach. Otherwise, the Jewish owner is responsible for
any Chametz left on the premises because he may come to eat from it. If
the Jew will not be there for the duration of Pesach, see below.
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Rashi specifies that the exception to the prohibition of seeing Chametz
that allows one to see the Chametz of “others”, is referring to the Chametz
that belongs to non-Jews.
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Further lyun: Pnei Yehoshua suggests that according to Rashi, the . . . o nos fo”ﬂ’ ’J:-" qeyam
exception is specifically referring to non-Jews’ Chametz because one B 1Y 5w ynna p1 A "omnx Sw axm anx 5ax" xip ot wn 2"en vn by
cannot get rid of it. As opposed to the Chametz of hefker - ownerless ~ °X1% 5 y1n 2"Xwn ;1pab X"Xw o1wn 13 5w 1wnn 5y oa XpiTT x5 280 wrn
Chametz - that is in the Jew’s possession, which can and therefore must R¥TD RN 190 KAM 7NN 10 195 nmn 1pab 5120w 1pen Sw pnn 170K 1K X

be destroyed to avoid the Torah prohibition. DWRI2 XM XNS0 12T
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Mekor Chaim rules that a Jew must destroy any unowned Chametz in his
possession, either because of the above-mentioned Pnei Yehoshua who
considers it a Torah obligation, or because of the Rabbinic obligation so he
will not come to eat it.

Based on this, even if we could argue that the Rabbinic obligation would
only apply if the Jew will be there during the course of Pesach, one should
still be stringent not to have any ownerless Chametz in his possession to
avoid a possible Torah prohibition. To avoid this, one should sell to a non-
Jew any premises that may have Chametz brought into it and left there,
even if he will not be there at all on Pesach.
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If there is Chametz belonging to a Jew in your possession [such as
Chametz of a non-religious Jew], you are obligated to destroy it even if
it was not entrusted to you. According to the Gr“a, as cited by the Mishna
Berura, this is a positive Torah commandment.

Consequently, if one owns buildings with tenants that include irreligious
Jews, he would be personally responsible for any Chametz in areas that
he retains ownership over. To avoid this, he must sell those premises to a
non-Jew before Pesach.
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If a Jew is responsible for feeding a non-Jew, he may not give them
Chametz on Pesach because he is thereby benefitting from Chametz.
Because of a concern of Mar'is Ayin, they may not even eat their own
Chametz on his premises.

This can be relevant regarding nurses, live-in maids or any employees in
an establishment in which meals are provided by the employer. On Pesach,
they cannot be allowed to bring any Chametz into the premises due to
Mar’is Ayin.
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Corporate Chometz

Rav Yosef Kushner

THE HALACHOS OF BUSINESS
RELATED CHOMETZ ON PESACH

The Three Prohibitions:

There are three prohibitions related to chometz on
Pesach.

1. Itis forbidden to eat chometz on Pesach.

2. It is forbidden to own chometz on Pesach or to
have chometz on your property on Pesach.

3. ltis forbidden to derive benefit from chometz on
Pesach.

The first of the three prohibitions is not usually
relevant to a business setting, but the second and
third are very pertinent.

Regarding one’s personal chometz, it is pretty easy to
avoid the prohibitions. Any chometz that one owns
can be sold and put away in a designated spot until
after Pesach. If any chometz is found on Pesach in
one’s property, it does not belong to him because he
disowned it previously.

In a business setting, however, there are many
scenarios where it is much more difficult to avoid the
prohibitions.

PART ONE

CHOMETZ ON YOUR PROPERTY:

If a businessman who deals in real estate owns a
multi-unit residential building, he is not responsible

for any chometz located inside apartments he rents
out. If the tenants are paying rent, they gain control
of their residences, and the landlord need not be
concerned if they have chometz in their possession.
The same is true regarding the owner of an office
building or shopping center. If individuals rent offices
or storefronts, they gain control of their rented space,
and the landlord bears no responsibility.

However, there are usually some common areas
in such buildings that are not rented out to specific
individuals and, therefore, represent a much bigger
concern. For example, an apartment building may
have a lobby or outdoor eating area that is open for
use to all the tenants but is not rented to any of them
in particular. Similarly, an office building may have a
dining room and a shopping center may have a public
eating area. All these common areas are not rented to
anyone in particular and, therefore, remain under the
control of the building’s owner. This may present a big
problem if chometz is left in any of these areas.

The Shulchan Aruch states (Orach Chaim 440:3) that
if a non-Jew enters a Jew’s home on Pesach with
chometz in his hands, the homeowner is allowed to
let him in and transgresses no prohibition from having
this chometz in his home. The Mishnah Berurah
adds, however, that once the non-Jew leaves, the
homeowner must be careful to clean up any pieces of
chometz which were left behind.

The explanation for this is that as long as the non-Jew
is holding and eating the chometz, it belongs to him,
and the Jew need not be concerned about it. But once
leftover pieces fall on the floor, which the non-Jew
has no intention of retrieving, this chometz becomes



ownerless. The halacha states that there is a Rabbinic
decree that a Jew may not allow ownerless chometz
to remain in his possession on Pesach; therefore, he
must burn it immediately.

It would thus stand to reason that if a non-Jew
would eat chometz in the common area of a property
owned by a Jew, and would then leave some pieces
or garbage in the area, these leftovers would fall
under the category of ownerless chometz left on a
Jew's property. The ramifications of this would be
that the Jew would have to remove it immediately. If
he doesn't, he would be in transgression of a Rabbinic
prohibition.

Of course, it is not practical to expect the owner of a
building to constantly keep watch over the common
areas of his property over Pesach. The same problem
would apply to many other types of businesses. For
example, if someone owns a trucking business and
uses non-Jewish drivers to haul goods, every time
a driver ate chometz in his truck and dropped some
crusts on the floor, he would have an obligation to
burn them. Obviously, this is not possible. So, what
is the solution?

It would seem that the only viable option would be
for the business owner to sell his entire building or
all of his trucks before Pesach so that he is not the
owner and is not responsible for any chometz in the
common areas. He will have to ask a competent
Rov to create a good shtar to formulate this sale
properly.

If someone is leasing an office building, he would
have an even more complex problem. When he leases
the building, he gains control of it, and becomes
the halachic owner; therefore, he is responsible to
burn any ownerless chometz in the common areas.
If a non-Jew would leave some leftover chometz in
the dining area, he would be obligated to burn it;
therefore, he would have to sublease the building to
a non-Jew avoid this prohibition. However, he may
have signed a lease that forbids him from subletting
to someone else. Thus, it would seem that the only
way to get around the problem would be for him to
sell his entire business to a non-Jew for the duration
of Pesach. Since it is still the same business, he would
not be breaching the contract by subleasing, but he
would be removing himself from ownership until the
end of Pesach.

The Shulchan Aruch (483:2) does list one caveat

that could ease the problem a bit for some landlords.
He rules that if the landlord lives far away from the
property he owns and has not been there in more than
30 days, he does not have to worry about ownerless
chometz on the property and has no obligation to
burn it. The Mishnah Berurah (443-14), however,
quotes the Gr"a as stating that this exception to the
rule only applies to chometz left by a non-Jew. If the
chometz was left by an irreligious Jew, this exclusion
would not apply and the problem would still have to
be rectified.

PART TWO

THE PROHIBITION TO DERIVE
BENEFIT FROM CHOMETZ:

It is forbidden to derive benefit from chometz on
Pesach even if you do not own it. For example, it
would be forbidden to feed any chometz to an animal
on Pesach.

An application of this prohibition is that the Bais
Yosef rules that it is forbidden to actively make
money through working with chometz on Pesach.
Accordingly, it would be forbidden for a Jew to work
as a watchman for a warehouse full of chometz, as
he would be benefiting from chometz on Pesach. It
would also be forbidden to have a job stocking shelves
of chometz in a supermarket on Pesach for the same
reason. Furthermore, even if only part of one’s job
involves working with chometz, if they would not
be able to keep the job if they would refuse to do
that aspect of the work, they would be considered
to be benefiting from chometz. Consequently, if part
of a nurse’s job would be to serve chometz food
to patients on Pesach, and she would be unable to
refuse this chore and still keep her job, she would be
forbidden to do her job on Pesach.

In an interesting teshuva, an individual asked Rav
Moshe Feinstein if he may work in a non-Jewish
bakery on Pesach. The man states that he would be
willing to work for free, without taking any money
from his work on Pesach, but only working so that
he doesn'’t lose his job. Rav Moshe rules that it is
forbidden because if one works in order to keep his
job, that is considered benefitting from chometz.

It would thus seem that the only solution for
someone with such a job would be to take off from



work for the duration of Pesach.

This prohibition extends even to passive profits one
derives from chometz. In this vein, the Shulchan
Aruch (450:4) states that if a non-Jew uses a Jew'’s
oven to bake chometz on Pesach and is willing to pay
him for the usage, the Jew is not permitted to take
the money as this would be deriving benefit from
chometz. Having said this, we must clarify that if a
Jew rents out a storage facility to a non-Jew, who
stores chometz in it on Pesach, there is no prohibition
to accept the rent money. The difference is that the
renter of the warehouse has to pay rent no matter
what he stores in the facility, and he even must pay
if he leaves it empty; therefore, it cannot be said that
the Jewish owner is benefiting specifically from the
chometz.

Thus, if a businessman would own a fulfillment
center and would charge for a certain amount of
space per month, there would be no concern if a
non-Jew would store chometz there. If, however, he
would charge a fee for each pallet stored, he would
not be allowed to take money for pallets of chometz
stored over Pesach. Similarly, if a Jew owns a trucking
company and he charges the renter per load, he
would be allowed to accept the payment even if
the non-Jewish renter uses the truck to transport
chometz, as he would have to pay him the same
price no matter what he put on the truck. However,
if the renter is being charged by weight or per pallet,
there would be a problem of accepting payment if
part of the load was chometz.

ROTZEH B’KIYUMO, WANTING THE
CHOMETZ AROUND:

In addition to all of the above, there is another
prohibition known as “rotzeh b'kiyumo”, benefiting
by having the chometz around.

To illustrate, the Shulchan Aruch (450:7) rules that
one cannot rent a pot to a non-Jew if he knows the
renter will use it to cook chometz on Pesach. The
reason for this is because if the pot would be on the
fire with nothing inside of it, it would become ruined;
therefore, the owner wants the chometz inside the
pot to exist. Since he is benefitting through the
existence of the chometz, it is considered a forbidden
benefit derived from chometz on Pesach.

This could apply in many contemporary scenarios.

To name one: If a person owns a nursing home and
utilizes a food service company that serves chometz
food to the residents, he wants this chometz to
exist and is thereby benefiting from it, which could
present a halachic problem that he would need to
discuss with his Rov.

Another example would be if someone owns a
vending machine that dispenses chometz on Pesach.
Even if he sold the chometz before Pesach, if he is
going to collect the money in the machine afterwards,
he wants the chometz to exist so that he can get that
money. This may present a problem that would need
to be addressed by a competent halachic authority.

PART THREE

DEALING WITH DELIVERIES:

A common shailoh comes up when someone receives
an unexpected delivery of chometz on Pesach. Is
there any permissible way to accept the delivery?

The Shulchan Aruch (448:2) rules that if a non-Jew
brings a gift of chometz to a Jew on Pesach, the Jew
should not accept it. The Mishnah Berurah explains
that by accepting it, he would be taking possession
of it, and would be transgressing the prohibition
of owning chometz on Pesach. It also would be
forbidden to derive benefit from after Pesach, just
like any other chometz owned by a Jew on Pesach.

Furthermore, even if he doesn't explicitly accept it,
he cannot tell the non-Jew to place it in a certain
corner or part of the house, as placing it aside would
be akin to accepting it and would have all the same
problems. On the other hand, if he does not accept
it or show any interest in it, and the non-Jew simply
puts it down on his own and leaves, it would not be
forbidden after Pesach. This is because the Jew has
shown that he does not want the chometz, and one’s
property does not take ownership of an item against
one’s will. (One would have to build a partition
around the chometz so that he does not see it on
Pesach and possibly be tempted to eat it, which is
the same halacha as any chometz that is in one’s
property that does not belong to him.)

The same guidelines could be applied to a commercial
shipment that arrives unexpectedly on Pesach. If a
shipment arrives on Pesach, one cannot accept it. He



also cannot tell workers where to unload it. While
according to what we stated above, one might think
there would be no problem if the deliverer just left
it on his own, that may not be so simple. The reason
this may still be problematic is because of a halacha
in Shulchan Aruch that states that if a Jew owns an
oven that he rents out with a barter system, wherein
everyone who uses it must pay him with one loaf of
bread, and a non-Jew uses it on Pesach and leaves a
loaf next to the oven, that bread is prohibited after
Pesach because it came into the Jews possession on
Pesach. In such a case, we do not say that because
he doesn't want to obtain possession of the bread
his property does not acquire it against his will. The
reason for that, as explained by the Bach, is because,
in this situation, that is the normal system of how
he does business. Since he always obtains bread this
way, if he doesn’t want this loaf, he must explicitly
declare that he is refusing it. If it is just left by the
oven and he says nothing, it automatically follows
the standard procedure and becomes his.

Based on this halacha, one may conjecture that if it is
standard procedure for shipments of food to be left
by someone’s warehouse, they would automatically
enter his possession, even if he does not want them.
In order to avoid taking ownership of them, he would
have to explicitly state that he does not want to
acquire them.

Even if he does explicitly say he doesn’t want
to obtain ownership of the chometz, he still has
another problem. If the chometz is now ownerless,
it would be categorized as ownerless chometz on his
property. As we previously stated, this constitutes a
Rabbinic prohibition and the chometz would need to
be burned. If such a problem does arise, one should
consult a Rov as to how to proceed and possibly
recoup the loss.

(One may ask why this problem of ownerless chometz
on one’s property does not seem to be a concern in
the case where a non-Jew brings one a gift on Pesach
and leaves it on his property. The answer seems to
be that in such an instance, where the non-Jew is a
private individual, if the Jew doesn’t accept the gift,
we can assume that the non-Jew realizes that he
retains ownership until the Jew takes it. In the case
of a delivery service, it is obvious that they relinquish

all ties to the merchandise when they deliver it, and
if the Jew does not accept it, it becomes completely
ownerless.)

ACCIDENTALLY SELLING CHOMETZ
ON PESACH:

We previously mentioned that it is forbidden to
make a profit from dealing with chometz on Pesach.

An application of this prohibition that we did not
mention previously would be if someone is an
Amazon seller and realizes on Pesach that one of
his accounts is still selling a chometz product. He
cannot accept any money for the sale of chometz on
Pesach, and if he already sold some chometz, there
is a major shailoh regarding whether he may keep
the money. The Mishnah Berurah (443:16) rules that
although according to the letter of the law he may
keep the profits, he should be stringent and not take
possession of it. If it is impossible to stop a pending
transaction, a Rov should be consulted to discuss
how to avoid taking possession of the ill-gained
profits.

If the Amazon seller unwittingly continued selling
chometz through Pesach, he may stand to have a big
loss if he has to decline all the profits. If he made
a shtar before Pesach that stated that he is selling
all his chometz to a non-Jew - both the chometz
he knows about and the chometz he is unaware
of - the status of the proceeds will be subject to a
major machlokes haposkim. In a famous teshuva,
Rav Moshe Feinstein writes that if a store sold its
chometz and then continued to do business with it
over Pesach, even though the store did the wrong
thing, the sale is still valid. Many Poskim disagree
and say that by doing business with the chometz
on Pesach, the store owner displayed that he is
backing out of the sale and it becomes null and void.
Accordingly, not only is the chometz forbidden on
Pesach, it would be forbidden after Pesach as well.
In such a case, one would need to consult with a Rov
for a definitive psak.
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DOES YOUR BUSINESS

..sell chametz products via an online marketplace like
Amazon?

..serve chametz on Pesach, such as a healthcare facility?

..depend on chametz, such as a trucking company that
hauls bread for clients?

.profit indirectly from the sale of chametz on Pesach, like a
property owner who leases space to Dunkin’' Donuts?

..sell chametz that may be returned either on or after
Pesach?

..sell chametz on consignment?

YOU MAY NEED A SPECIALIZED

CORPORATE MECHIRAS CHAMETZ

CONTACT THE BAIS HAVAAD OFFICE
FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

Schedule a mechiras chametz consultation:
1.888.485.8223 x.363 | info@baishavaad.org | ©732.232.1412
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YORUCHA INITIATIVE!
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baishavaad.org/yorucha

AS AN INDIVIDUAL

Join the national Yorucha chabura together!

Tap into the physical or digital resources via
hard copies, web, email and/or whatsapp.

Connect with Bais HaVaad Dayanim and
Poskim for any questions you may have, as
well as arranging study sessions with a Dayan,
setting up a chavrusa, and more.

AS A COMMUNITY

Set up or join a community or shul chabura

Reach out to organize a choshen mishpat
chabura in your own shul.

AS A BUSINESS

Set up a Board Room Bais Medrash in your business

Mincha Learning In just 5 minutes a day,
before or after Mincha, you can learn short,
practical and insightful Business Halachos.

Weekly Lunch & Learn Join a deeper dive
into the background of the halachos by
understanding the sugya behind the halachos
as well.
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