
KILLER BE 
KILLED:

have said that although one may not ac-
cept lashon hara, one must fear that it may 
be true. (Rashi: And maybe you did kill and it 
is forbidden to save you.) So you go and hide 
yourselves.”

Tosfos quotes the Sh’iltos D’Rav Achai Gaon, 
who explains, contra Rashi,   that Rabbi Tar-
fon’s concern was that by harboring a fu-
gitive from the king’s justice, he would be 
chancing his own execution. 

From the Sh’iltos it would emerge that ab-
sent a risk to oneself, one should save a ru-
mored murderer.

The Chafetz Chaim (Vol.1, Klal 6, Mekor May-
im Chayim 28) asks that Rashi here appears 
to contradict his own words in Gittin 47a, 
where he says that one would be permitted 
to save someone despite rumors afoot about 
him. He resolves the contradiction in two 
ways:

1. Rumors of murder must be heeded be-
cause of the potential harm that could result 
were a murderer to remain at large.

2. Rabbi Tarfon didn’t need to involve himself 
because he judged that the fugitives were 
capable of hiding themselves. Had this not 
been an option, he would indeed have hid-
den them.

The Chafetz Chaim prefers his second an-
swer, from which it emerges that one must 
indeed save a rumored murderer.

My friend and colleague Rav Moshe Yosel-
ovsky adduced proof to the concept behind 
the Chafetz Chaim’s first answer from a Rad-
baz in Hilchos Sanhedrin 14:8.

The Rambam there discusses the case of a 
defendant who was sentenced to death by 
Bais Din but absconded before the verdict 
could be implemented. He rules that if the 
charge was murder, any person may pursue 
the convict and kill him by any means at 
his disposal.

Bizarre motives aside, the question needs to 
be addressed: Should one save the life of a 
murderer?

This issue arose nearly a decade ago in north-
ern Florida, where a Jew named Martin Gross-
man was facing execution for the 1984 murder 
of Peggy Park, a Florida wildlife officer who 
had caught Grossman violating his probation 
by possessing a gun.

Askanim interceded to save his life. One even 
got a letter written to the governor by a Catho-
lic archbishop in the name of the Pope, attest-
ing that Grossman was a true ba’al teshuva.

The activists’ efforts, ultimately unsuccessful, 
were certainly well intentioned. Were they 
correct? 

The Gemara (Nida 61a) records the following 
story:

There were certain Galileans about whom 
it was rumored that they had committed 
a murder. They came before Rabbi Tarfon 
and said, “Hide us, sir!” Rabbi Tarfon replied: 
“What shall we do? If I don’t hide you, they will 
see you. Shall I then hide you? But the Sages 
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Breaking a Commitment and the 
Laws of Garmi

ויכבד לבו ולא שלח את העם
There are two levels of indirect damages: 

Gerama – very indirect, for which one is patur 
bidei adam and chayav bidinei shamayim 
(Bava Kamma 6th perek)

Garmi – more direct, and many rishonim hold 
one is chayav here.

Shach – Practically, one is chayav if there is pe-
shia (negligence) involved. 

Case #1: Is someone liable based on garmi for 
breaking an engagement and causing others a 
loss of money?  

Although every case differs, there is a strong 
side to say that often one would be (see Ram-
bam, Hilchos Zechiya 6:24), as they prevent the 
other side from proceeding. 

Example: One kalla felt she couldn’t 
continue an engagement as a re-
sult of a fictitious image of what 
marriage should be (based 
on unhealthy exposure 
to secular values), but 
the chassan actu-
ally broke it off 
(due to her 

Bais HaVaad and the 
Credit Union Saga 

When Poskim published a Kol 
Korei regarding credit unions and 

ribbis, the Bais HaVaad was deluged 
with calls. There was much confusion and 

lack of clarity on the topic. In response, the 
Bais HaVaad published State of the Union: May 

One Join PenFed or First Atlantic?, an halachic anal-
ysis and background of the topic. 

Don’t miss our upcoming Business Halacha Journal topic on Ribbis. Don’t  yet receive it? Visit www.thehalachacenter.org/signup, call us at 1.888.485.VAAD(8223) or email us at info@thehalachacenter.org
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The Pittsburgh nurse speaks.
I am The Jewish Nurse.
Yes, that Jewish Nurse. The same one that peo-
ple are talking about in the Pittsburgh shoot-
ing that left 11 dead. The trauma nurse in the 
ER that cared for Robert Bowers who yelled, 
“Death to all Jews,” as he was wheeled into the 
hospital. The Jewish nurse who ran into a room 
to save his life.
So begins an online post from one Ari Mahler.
Why did he do it?
Love. That’s why I did it.

 spotlight

Should One Refuse To Save a 
Murderer?



concerns). 

It is possible 
that her inabil-
ity to realize 
that her fan-

tasies weren’t practical is considered peshia 
for garmi, and her side would have to pay for 
losses.   

Case #2: Garmi for breaking a commitment to 
hire workers

Breaking a commitment alone renders him 
mechusar amana (not trustworthy) and is 
assur unless something changed after the 
original commitment (Rema C.M. 254)

If the worker had already given up another job 

Radbaz explains the reason that this law ap-
plies exclusively to murderers: A murderer on 
the lam is a threat to public safety.

According to this, one should not save a mur-
derer, at least not a definite one.

If after we save him he will be imprisoned for 
life and no longer pose a threat to society, 
perhaps the Radbaz would agree that he be 
saved.

Sefer Chasidim (Ed. Margalios, 683), citing 
Mishlei 28:17, writes: “If a murderer runs to 
you, do not receive him, whether Jew or gen-
tile, as in the incident of Rabbi Tarfon in Nida.”

That the Sefer Chasidim doesn’t qualify the 
ruling—for example, to apply only where 
one’s own life is threatened by the king—
makes it clear that he is in accord with Rashi, 
that it is forbidden to save even a rumored 
murderer.

The Chavos Ya’ir discusses the case of two 
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teenage boys who got in a fight and one killed 
the other. He fled the country, but a short time 
later he was sentenced to death in his new lo-
cation for theft. Askanim intervened on his be-
half, but others argued that a relative who is the 
go’el hadam, the redeemer of the blood, of the 
dead boy would be permitted to kill him, so why 
should anyone else seek to save him?

The Chavos Ya’ir rejects that argument, but he 
concludes that when we see someone who is 
liable to death facing an unnatural death, we 
should assume that this is Hashem’s will and 
not try to stop it. He cites the Rashi in Nida, and 
he understands Tosfos not to disagree. (Maha-
rik, quoted by Chafetz Chaim (ibid. 30), under-
stands Tosfos as arguing with Rashi.)

It emerges from the Chavos Ya’ir that one 
should save even a known murderer from a 
natural death, but not even a rumored murder-
er from an unnatural one.

May Hashem protect Klal Yisrael from all who 
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NEARLY DEAD

THINKING BACK

OFFERINGS TO TZADDIKIM

DAILY KAPPAROS

TREIFOS BASICS : PART 1

DO SCABS HEAL TREIFUS?

I’LL TAKE IT: ACCEPTING GIFTS

Tosafos, Rosh, Sma – Chayav for loss due to 
garmi

Nesivos – Chayav due to a separate takana

If the worker began working before he was 
dismissed.

Chayav to pay for the work done, at a rate of 
a po’el batel (how much one would accept to 
take a vacation). 

If the employer’s situation effectively pre-
vents the worker from working. 

Example: A child signed up for Day-care (the 
employee of the parents) that has not been un-
vaccinated. 

This may be garmi since the employer does not 

Bais Horaah

EVENTS AT THE BAIS Bais HaVaad Multiple Participation at The Business Halacha Summit 
in Chicago

Business leaders and Poskim gathered last week for the annual Business Halacha Summit in Chicago. This prestigious event leading into the 
Midwest Agudah Convention, addressed the most pressing challenges facing today’s halachic business world with practical solutions and 
halachic perspectives.
The Bais HaVaad’s Rabbi Dovid Grossman, shlit”a, was one of the featured speakers at the event, speaking multiple times over shabos, with 
presentations on Hilchos Shabbos: The Ins and Outs of Making Your Business ‘Shabbos Compliant’; Hilchos Ribbis: Unraveling the Com-
plexities; and then again on Shabbos.

al-
low for the employees to properly do their job, 
and the employer would have to pay.  


