Introduction to Corporate Chametz

Preface

The Torah forbids retaining any Chametz in our possession over Pesach. In
addition, there is a positive commandment to get rid of any Chametz.
Chazal further required all Jews to both search for and destroy all Chametz
before Pesach, and also to annul any Chametz in their possession.

In the first section we will discuss business owners who have non-Jews
frequenting their offices or buildings on Pesach, whether the Jewish owner
or landlord is responsible for Chametz that may be brought into the
premises. Another discussion is whether workers who are typically fed by
their Jewish employer can be allowed to eat Chametz at their place of
employment.

Part two discusses the Torah prohibition of benefitting from Chametz on
Pesach. This includes benefit derived from Chametz belonging to a non-Jew,
such as business transactions or insurance involving Chametz merchandise.
Even if an establishment was sold to a non-Jew for the duration of Pesach,
the Jewish owner may not benefit from Chametz related profits, or even the
mere retention of a job due to Chametz.

Lastly, we will look at the rules of Chametz after Pesach. If a Jew possessed
Chametz on Pesach it is forever prohibited for use. What if a delivery of
Chametz arrived on Pesach? What if the Jew canceled the order, but it
arrived anyway? Must he refuse delivery or can he allow it to remain
outside until after Pesach? We shall see that even the mere handling of
Chametz can be prohibited, despite the lack of intention to acquire it.
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